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Wednesday, the 10th May, 1978

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
Question without notice was taken at this stage.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE: SPECIAL

THE HON. G. C. MacINNON (South-
West-Leader of the House) [2.36 p~m.]: 1
mnove-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
1.00 a.m. tomorrow (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

CLERK OF THE PARLIAMENTS:
RETIREMENT

Cornplimentary Remarks: Motion

THE - HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West-Leader of the House) [2.37 p.m.]: I seek
leave to move, without notice, a motion
concerning the Clerk of the Parliaments (Mr John
Roberts).

The PRESIDENT: Leave is granted.
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I move,

without notice-
That this House notes with gratitude and

places upon record its appreciation of the
valuable contribution made by Brigadier
John Bertram Roberts, M.B.E., E.D., J.P., to
the continued welfare of the Parliament of
Western Australia and to the Legislative
Council in particular, over a period of fifty
years from his commencement as Messenger
in the Legislative Council in May 1928, until
his retirement this year as Clerk of the
Legislative Council and Clerk of the
Parliaments, as a servant of the Parliament
in the real sense of the words "Friend and
Confidant".

In this Chamber we are accustomed to deal with
words which can evoke feelings of real emotion,
and indeed one can recall certain words which
have brought about wars, but when the words are
read they really contain nothing which would
convey any sense of deep drama or deep feelings
of any kind. This can be applied to the words I
have just read out.

The second 25 years of Mr Roberts' lire in this
Parliament have run very much alongside my

period in the Parliament and so I speak with some
personal regard about the gentleman in question.

The words I read out in the form of the motion
which will be written into the record can in no
way convey the feeling of respect and affection
which all members bear for Mr Roberts. It is
difficult, of course, to convey these feelings in
words;, it is particularly difficult to do so without
being accused of being maudlin which we, as a
predominantly male House, tend to regard as
being not proper.

I can never understand why it is proper for
women to be emotional and not for men-men
always seem to me to be far more emotional than
women. But that is the subject of a totally
different argument. I think members will accept
what I am trying to say-that these words barely
express the depth of our feeling for Mr Roberts.

He was first employed as a messenger in the
Legislative Council in 1928. when he must have
been at least 14; so we can work out his age from
that. He served in junior positions in this House
and the Joint House Committee until leaving for
war service in 1939, from which he returned in
1946 and resumed duty in the Legislative Council
until appointed Secretary of the Joint House
Committee and House Controller in July, 1947.
That position is now held by Mr Bernie
Edmiondson.

Mr Roberts returned to the Legislative Council
in 1951 as Clerk Assistant and was promoted to
Clerk of the Legislative Council and Clerk of the
Parliaments in 1956, which was the year I entered
Parliament. He has been Secretary of the
Western Australian Branch of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association since
1969, and Assistant Clerk of the Australian
Constitutional Convention since 1974. He served
a period in Westminster in 1970.

In his military service he joined the Citizen
Military Forces in 1935. He received his
commission in 1938. It is difficult for anyone who
did not live through those years to appreciate the
tensions and the excitement, when it was almost a
foregone conclusion that there would be a war
and we were doing out best to prepare for it-at
least those who had some interest were, and
obviously Mr Roberts was one of those.

On the outbreak of war he joined the AIF in
the ranks and was again commissioned in 1940,
having proceeded to the Middle East with the
advance party of the AIF in December, 1939. So
he went into the war very early. He spent 21h
years in the Middle East and later served in the
island campaigns until discharged in 1946 with
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the rank of major, having been awarded an MBE
and having been twice mentioned in despatches.

There are some young people in the gallery
today and I thought it might be as well to point
out that it is not uncommon for people to look at
older members of society-seeing them perhaps in
their conservative garb and quietly going about
their business-and wonder what those gentlemen
have ever done to earn the positions they hold in
society. Today it is my privilege to show how
someone who quietly goes about his job has
earned his place in the sun and has indeed paid
the rent for his room on earth. I trust this is of
interest not only to those on the floor of the
House who are young but also to those who are
listening in the gallery today.

After the war Mr Roberts resumed service with
the CMF and successively commanded the 28th
Battalion as a lieutenant-colonel, the I1st Battalion
Royal Western Australia Regiment (Battle
Group) as a colonel, and the 2nd Task Force as a
brigadier, which is why in the motion I referred to
him as a brigadier. In fact, he held the senior
citizen forces position for T4 years. He was
subsequently honorary colonel of the School
Cadet Corps for six years, and recently completed
a three-year term as honorary colonel of the
Royal Western Australia Regiment.

I think members will understand why, with this
kind of history, I have found it necessary to have
very copious notes.

Not content with those interests, Mr Roberts
was a foundation member and foundation
Honorary Secretary of the National Trust in
Western Australia. He has been chairman of its
council since 1968 and represents the State on the
Australian Council of National Trusts. He was a
member of the Government's Interim Heritage
Council and is currently a member of the
Heritage Committee. He was Chairman of the
Ceremonies Committee for the 150th anniversary
when the committee was first formed, and as the
present chairman of the 150th anniversary
celebrations I can state that Mr Ian Stock, who
succeeded him, was virtually in the position of
having everything laid out for him when he took
over. He is carrying on exceedingly well but all
the preliminary work had been done by Mr
Roberts, who has of course recently relinquished
this post due to his impending retirement. He will
retire on the 31st July following the meeting of
the Australian Constitutional Convention which
will be held in this Chamber on the 26th, 27th,
and 28th July.

One of the functions which it was my pleasure
to attend was the presentation by the Duke of

Edinburgh of the colours to the 1st Battalion
Royal Western Australia Regiment at the
WACA ground on the 25th November, 1962,
during the Commonwealth Games. The
presentation took place before a capacity crowd
on a very hot day, and the commanding officer of
that regiment at the time was Colonel John
Bertram Roberts. I think all members of
Parliament had been invited and a great number
attended on that day. It was a magnificent
occasion with all the tradition and panoply which
one associates with that kind of function.

On an occasion such as this one rises with very
mixed feelings, because we hate to be parted from
a man with whom we have spent so much time. In
my view, John Roberts combines all the desirable
attributes of a good Clerk of the House. He
manages in some mysterious way to keep himself
as a private person-if members do not know
what I mean by that, I will not bother to explain
it-but also as a person who is still available to
every one of us. I have had reason to consult with
John Roberts to ask him for information from the
first day I came in here until one minute before
the bells rang today, when I sought advice on a
matter, which he gave to me as readily today as
he gave me his advice on my first day in
Parliament, and with the same lack of
condescension, the same understanding, and the
same degree of kindly authority.

When members are in difficulty there is only
one sure source to which they can apply for
succour and advice, and that is to the Clerk of the
House. Mr Roberts has always instantly and
unselfishly, and sometimes at great trouble to
himself, satisfied all members' requests to him,
and I am sure other members will take the
opportunity to say a few words about that.

We all hope Mr Roberts will enjoy his
retirement and that as he looks back on a life of
service in this House he will have the sure
knowledge that he has given his services also to
the State of Western Australia and to the people
of a great State, and that we have appreciated it.
He has dealt with all our questions with patience
and sincerity. His quietness and the personal
privacy, to which I have referred, have been no
indication of the valiant role he has played in the
AlP and in other forms of public service.

I did have some degree of trouble with Mr
Roberts when I went to see him yesterday and
gave him some warning of what I proposed to do.
Frankly, of course, he wanted no part of it, such
being his nature. I had to preface my remarks by
telling him that I was informing him, and that in
no way was I prepared to enter into any debate
whatsover on this question. That was the only
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time I was able to feel courageous in his presence,
and to be firm and forthright; no doubt, it was
because I had the backing of the President and
one or two others in the House. Without asking
other fellow members for their views, I knew I
had their backing as well.

If you, Mr President, will excuse my temerity
to address Mr Roberts, it gives me a great deal of
pleasure on this occasion to speak to John in this
way, and in speaking about him to express the
views of members and to place on record in this
House our regard for him.

THE HON. D. K. DANS (South
Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposition) [2.52
p.m.]: On behalf of the Labor Party it gives me
very great pleasure to support the motion moved
by the Leader of the House. This is one of the few
occasions on which I am in complete accord with
him.

When I first entered Parliament one of the
persons I came across who was able to offer me
any real advice on what was expected of me was
Brigadier John Roberts. In your passage through
life, Mr President, you would know there are
some people whom you come to respect over a
period of time and there are people who have the
capacity to convey to others that they should be
respected at the moment of meeting. I might say
that Brigadier John Roberts is one of those
people.

I have the utmost respect for him, and I have
the highest admiration for the manner in which
he goes about his job. More than that, when I
entered Parliament some seven years ago a
number of other new members were also elected
on that occasion. We all realised that it was a
strange place to come into, being new members.
When I arrived here there was a bowling carnival
in Progress, and no-one was around the place. One
of the attendants asked me what I was doing
wandering around the corridors of the House. I
found it to be an extremely lonely place on that
occasion. Along with others I was not quite sure
how the Parliament of Western Australia
operated, and not at all sure what was expected of
me.

John Roberts did an extremely good thing. I
know that the Hon. Lyla Elliott, the Hon. John
Williams, and the Hon. Bill Withers were
appreciative of what was done for them. A school
was convened to initiate the new members, and it
was conducted in this Chamber. On that occasion
various people spoke to us. We were advised on
how to obtain speedy replies from Government
departments. However, today the position might
appear to be quite different; and Government

departments seem to have become tired of that
approach! On that occasion the House Controller
(Mr Burton) also spoke to us.

This little series of talks stood me in very good
stead; it is something I have not forgotten, and it
is something whidh Parliaments not only in this
State but in other places should take note of,
because in entering Parliament one undergoes a
transition from one place to another. I thank John
Roberts for what he did for new members on that
occasion.

To be in one job for 50 years, apart from the
period of war service, is a lifetime of service. I can
recollect the occasion when Mr John Tonkin told
us that he had been a member of this Parliament
ror some 40-odd years. At the buffet luncheon he
told us how many members of Parliament he saw
come and go in his term as a member; I think the
number was in excess of 200. In this respect I
would like to know in his 50 years of service in
this Parliament how many members of
Parliament John Roberts has seen come and go.
Perhaps he could put his thoughts down on paper.

I am very mindful of the great assistance John
Roberts has extended to me. There has not been
any occasion when I sought advice that it was not
forthcoming, and forthcoming in a very forthright
manner, so that when I walked out of his office I
knew where I was going and did not have to
unravel the stream of words used-which seems
to be characteristic of our time.

More than that, to my way of thinking, in his
service to this Parliament Mr Roberts has
brought a great deal of dignity to this Chamber. I
am quite sincere in saying this: when I see him in
the Chamber I feel a great sense of security. I
know that if anything is likely to go wrong, or if
we are likely to make fools of ourselves, he is
always ready to ensure that does not occur. He
tries his best to prevent such things from
happpiening.

I am impressed with the manner in which he
has passed on his knowledge to the staff and the
Clerks. He has encouraged them to seek further
experience, and no doubt has made it possible for
them to travel to Westminister to observe the
system first-hand; to see the job as it is handled;
and to make sure that the high standards which
he and possibly others before him have set are
carried on in the future. I thank him for having
done that.

We all realise that in this world no-one is
irreplaceable. However, we must admit that it is
more difficult to replace some people than others.

The Hon. IR. G. Pike: Hear! Hear!
The I-on. D. K. DANS: Mr Roberts is one of
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those people who are difficult to replace. I am
very glad to be associated with the remarks that
have been made about him. Outside of the
Chamber and in a social atmosphere John
Roberts is a good companion, and he is one whom
I can regard as a man in every sense of the word.
As far as I am concerned, and I say this on behalf
of my party, that is the highest tribute we can pay
him.

I hope that after he leaves Parliament at the
conclusion of the Constitutional Convention he
will return to this place now and again. There is a
tendency when a person leaves this place for him
not to come back. In the case of John Roberts I
would like to see him back here now and again,
even if it is to have a few drinks. He can tell a
good story, and I shall enjoy hearing some good
stories from him.

The fact is John Roberts will not be around this
place to provide us with a sense of continuity. Our
whole way of life, the skill of management, and
the continuance of Parliament are built on
continuity which, to my way of thinking,
represents good management. That is especially
so when one looks at the religious orders of the
world which have been in existence for a long
time; it was achieved through good management.

Our parliamentary system has been able to
continue through good management, not only
through the services of the hundreds of members
who have passed through the Westminister
system, but because of people like John Roberts
who have dedicated their lives to ensuring that the
system works well, and who invariably remain in
the background.

I wish John well in his retirement; I hope he
has a useful retirement, and that we will have the
opportunity to see him in this place now and
again.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [3.00
p.m.]: As the longest serving member of this
Chamber, I have been associated with Brigadier
John Roberts for some 28 years. I was elected to
this House on the 6th May, 1950; and it is only
wherone looks back that one realises the length
of time Brigadier John Roberts has served this
Parliament. In fact, he has served Parliament for
half a century, which is a long time to give service
to one institution.

As the Leader of the House mentioned,
Brigadier Roberts has served in various capacities
since he came to the Houses of Parliament in
1928. In fact, he was here during my father's
time, from 1928 to 1950, and he was well known
to my father. Brigadier Roberts became Secretary
to the Joint House Committee and Controller of
(SO)

the House, and served for some 12 months in that
capacity after I came to this Parliament. In that
short time, we cemented a very close friendship.
My memory takes me back to some of the events
of that period, but I will not recount them at this
time.

Brigadier Roberts' next appointment was as
Clerk Assistant to Mr Bevan Sparks and,
following Mr Sparks' retirement, he became
Clerk of the Parliamnents.

One surprising feature of Brigadier Roberts'
work in this place is that he has always had an
uncanny aptitude for anticipating matters which
could arise in the near future. I know that on
occasions when matters came up to which deep
thought had to be given and planning engaged in,
lo and behold, Brigadier Roberts had anticipated
the situation and produced an information screed
for the benefit of members. It never failed to
amaze me that he was able to anticipate what was
required; it is an aptitude shared by very few
people, and I can assure members that it has been
a very valuable asset which has worked to the
benefit of this Chamber and the Houses of
Parliament in general.

As Chairman of Committees for almost I I
years, I found Brigadier Roberts to be a tower of
strengh when it came to solving problems
associated with our Standing Orders or a decision
relating to a dispute in Committee, when perhaps
the Chairman's ruling had been disputed.
Brigadier Roberts always was able to put his
finger right on the spot of May's Parliamentary
Practice to inform the Chairman what was what.
This was very useful, because it saved a lot of
time and a lot of study of May's Parliamentary
Practice.

Nothing was ever too much trouble for
Brigadier Roberts. Like Mr Macl~innon, I had
occasion to. phone Brigadier Roberts for some
information not very long before the House met
today and after only a short time hanging on the
phone he was able to supply me with that
information. He short-circuited the whole
business, and saved me quite a lot of time.

Prior to the luncheon today I was in Brigadier
Roberts' company and I asked him what he was
going to do in retirement. He said, "I am going to
remain with the National Trust and I am going to
do a bit of fishing." I asked him whether he
intended to take up bowls or golf and he replied
that he had given it some consideration. I said
that although I was not fond of fishing, I could
not imagine a quieter way to spend one's time. I
hope that in his retirement, John will find a great
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deal of contentment in going fishing and
continuing his interest in the National Trust.

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to join with
the Leader of the House, the Leader of the
Opposition, and other speakers in expressing my
appreciation for the wonderful service Brigadier
Roberts has rendered during his period in this
Parliament. The best thing we can say is, "All
the best in your retirement, John. We hope it is a
very healthy and happy retirement and that you
will find enough of interest to keep you in a happy
state of mind." On behalf of my party and myself,
I wish Brigadier John Roberts all the best in his
retirement.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West) [3.05
p.m.]: I do not believe any words I may add could
adequately pay tribute to the Clerk of the
Parliaments, Brigadier John Roberts.
Nevertheless, I wish to be associated with this
tribute to a man who has served this Parliament
particularly, and Western Australia and the
nation especially, so well.

I have not been here for many years, but during
the short period I have been a member it has been
my deep pleasure to have been associated with Mr
Roberts in parliamentary work. More especially, I
appreciate his good humour, tolerance, and
understanding.

Perhaps we all remember the good humour he
displays towards the end of a year's session on
some occasions in the more private offices of this
House. I hope that with the passing of time he
may see fit to jot down some of these
reminiscences and humorous original anecdotes.
We often say that with the passing of time, so
much is lost in so many ways. Of course, Mr
Roberts is actively associated with the National
Trust, whose work needs no amplification in this
place. So it is with experience; one cannot record
the work of someone who has passed on which,
unfortunately, we all must do. Therefore, I hope
Mr Roberts finds the time to jot down some of
these things so that they Will remain as a lasting
record.

Not only has Mr Roberts served this
Parliament well; he has also been an eminent
citizen in every respect. We have been indeed
fortunate to gain the services of a man of such
tremendous capacity, a man who sets very high
standards in everything he does, whether it be
associated with parliamentary work or elsewhere.
Mr Roberts always displays a quiet dignity and
a feeling of responsibility to his high public office.
He is the sort of citizen whom I believe we all
respect and take as a model for so many of our
activities.

Mr Roberts,' I have a lot of pleasure in
associating myself with this motion. I trust the
future will be kind to you and you thoroughly
enjoy your retirement. We hope to see you around
for a long time to come.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan) [3.08 p.m.]: Mr President, this is
one motion I am not going to oppose; I support it
fully and in all sincerity. Since 1959 when I first
entered this House, on the occasions I have had to
confer with Mr Roberts, I have always found him
to be most helpful. In fact, I have never known
him to make a mistake. I think he is one of those
infallible people who knows what he is about. He
has never intentionally misguided any person
during the time I have been a member of this
House.

Looking back over those years one can recall
many heated discussions. To my knowledge, Mr
Roberts virtually has broken in four Presidents of
this House, from Sir Charles Latham down to
yourself, Sir. It is a great responsibility on any
person to have to guide Presidents, Chairmen of
Committees and even members of Parliament on
the correct thing to do; Mr Roberts has done that
admirably and I salute him for it.

The other point of which we should all be most
conscious is the manner in which he has trained
his staff. At the end of each year we always thank
Mr Roberts and his staff for the manner in which
they have looked after us. Of course, in his
meticulous training of his staff he renders us what
I feel is a great deal more service than we deserve.
Therefore, I believe John has been a great asset as
far as the welfare of members is concerned.
Likewise, I think he has prepared his successor,
and it would be typical of him to do this so that
Parliament would continue in the manner to
which we are accustomed.

I feel where members have fallen down on their
jobs from time to time as far as the dignity of this
Chamber is concerned, John Roberts has always
upheld the necessary dignity. I do not think
anyone could point a finger of blame at John for
the manner in which he has conducted himself
both inside and outside the Chamber and, as the
last three words in the Minister's motion say, he
has been a "friend and confidant". He has been
exactly that. He has been a tower of strength to
US.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry mentioned some of the
memories John has of this place and it is possibly
with a feeling of regret that John will not be here
when I decide to retire from Parliament. I do not
know whether that will be in 1980, 1983, or 1986.
1 would certainly love to be in your suite, Mr
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President, when I did retire and bear John read
out the piece of prose that he has from time to
time put together about a member who has
retired. I sincerely hope and trust that when he
leaves this place he will see fit to leave behind a
photostat at least, so that we can enjoy his
witticisms about members who are leaving.

John Roberts' prose has been absolutely
classical and enjoyed by everyone, although I do
not think it should be made public. if John is still
around when the time comes for me to retire, I
hope he will come back, or post me something
containing his views of my failings while I have
been a member. I think anyone who has known
John Roberts would feel the same way. I hope this
is sufficient encouragement for John not to lose
contact, as that is the last thing we would want
him to do.

When I was on the waterfront people who sat
down and did their job were called "Black
Orpingtons", because they were always sitting.
Perhaps John in his garb could be called a "Black
Orpington" because he has been sitting in this
Chamber for over 20 years.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: I thought they were
called judges, because they sat on a case every
day!

The Hon. Rt. THOMPSON: John is not a judge
but he has been sitting in the House for many
years. I have often wondered how over such a
period of time he could sit there for so long
without making interjections. I think it was in
1960 that I was dealing with legislation about
small boats and I had a copy of some American
legislation with me. I definitely heard an
interjection from somewhere near where John sits,
but I do not know whether it was Men' Hall, the
Mansard reporter, or John Roberts, but someone
definitely said, "You are right". I have not asked
John whether he made the comment.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: It didn't appear in
Mansard.

The Hon. Rt. THOMPSON: I hope John enjoys
his retirement. If he wants to learn how to catch
fish or crabs I am willing to teach him, because
he has taught me plenty and I owe him
something. He will probably end up catching
more than I do. I hope John has a long and
enjoyable retirement. He has been a credit to
Parliament and himself and for what he stands
for. He has upheld the dignity of this House in
the way we should all do.

THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [3.15 p.m.J: I take pleasure in
supporting the remarks of the previous speakers.
Their remarks have brought to my mind the fact

that I am now the longest serving Labor Party
member, other than Claude Stubbs, in this
Chamber. I am sure Mr Roberts must be very
much aware of the changes that have taken place
in the Parliament. Changes in personalities during
the 10 years I have been here have been quite
marked. I think members in earlier times were a
very different breed of people and I think that is a
reflection of the changing nature of our society.

I would like to pay particular tribute to John
for the impartial advice he has made available to
all members. It is important in dealing with
matters coming before this Chamber that we have
a person to whom we can turn and no matter to
which political party we belong to receive the
same advice on the same question-advice that
will be sound.

That is part of the tradition I believe he has
handed on to those who serve under him. Our
system will only operate successfully as long as we
have those traditions. The moment they start to
break down is the moment the system breaks
down.

With those very brief words I express my deep
appreciation for the assistance he has given me
and my colleagues over the years; I feel sure his
successors will follow the example he has set and
will preserve the democratic system we treasure
so much.

THE HON. R. J1. L. WILLIAMS
(Metropolitan) [3.18 p.m.]: I shall be brief in
associating myself with the motion before the
House but I will introduce what I think is the
third link in the career of Brigadier Roberts
which has not been mentioned this afternoon. I
think perhaps one thing that has escaped the
notice of members, or perhaps it is just that they
are shy, is that coincidental to the introduction of
this motion it is Brigadier Roberts' sixty-fifth
birthday today. There is no secret about this, as a
notice was printed in The Sunday Times.

Brigadier Roberts has been eulogised
justifiably, because when one looks around this
Chamber one might realise it was built only 24
years before he first served in it. He has been
surrounded by this Chamber and its personalities
for over 50 years. I do not wish to go any further
into that, because as one of the junior back-
benchers I believe there are other people far more
qualified than I to speak about his parliamentary
career. I say that, even though in the Chamber
today there are only 10 members who entered
Parliament before I did.

If one takes Parliament as a way of life and
considers the associated oath of loyalty that one
takes, then Brigadier Roberts has taken not an
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oath to this Parliament, but he took the oath
when he started his military career-a truly
distinguished career.

John loves this Parliament and this State, and
that is evident in the dedication he has shown.
The Leader or the Opposition has mentioned his
dedication to the service of the State in this
particular way.

However, he does not leave it rest at that.
Many members may, or may not, know that he is
senior councillor of the Royal Commonwealth
Society, Western Australian Branch. He has
served that institution with the same dignity and
with the same dedication that he has devoted to
all tasks that have fallen to his hand. It is in this
respect that most members will have observed
Brigadier Roberts outside these walls at other
social gatherings. He has set an example to
everyone in the manner in which he treats
members outside this place; ever with courtesy
and ever with dignity. No member need be afraid
when he enters some social function which from
its very magnificence may be overpowering-if
my own experience is any example to
follow-when John Roberts is attending the same
function in his own right. He has never ceased to
be courteous and with the utmost dignity has
always assisted one to get to know people.

Mr President, perhaps as someone from
overseas I could say to you: The greatest tribute I
can pay to Brigadier Roberts is to say that to me
he epitomises in his career as a commissioned
officer and a gentleman-and it will live long in
my memory and in the memory of members in
this House-the very essence of that saying. He is
an officer and a gentleman and 1, along with my
colleagues here, am far better for having had the
privilege of knowing Brigadier Roberts.

THE HON. W. R. WITHERS (North) [3.22
p.m.]: My contribution to John Roberts should
not be through words but by means of a pen,
because he has never been the butt of one of my
cartoons in this Chamber. However, now that his
retirement is being spoken of at great length by
his appreciative friends in this Chamber, I have
passed to him a cartoon which shows John
Roberts in his wig and gown of office pondering
over the question, after 50 years, "What does a
man do when the speeches relating to his
attributes extend to a filibuster?"

My cartoon expresses the view that all
members wish to speak at length in appreciation
of the friendly assistance John Roberts has given
to them. I support them in this feeling, and I also
support the motion.

THE HON. R. H. C STUBBS (South-East)

[3.23 p.m.]: At the risk of great peril I agree with
the Leader of the House on this motion.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You are not going to
make another bad day for me are you?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You will not get
into trouble this time, Claude.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: I support what
the previous speakers have said about Brigadier
Roberts. So much has been said about him that
not much has been left for me to say.

I came into this Chamber in 1962, and I think I
am the fourth longest serving member, along with
the leader of the House and Mr Baxter and Mr
Ron Thompson. I think I am the oldest member
in this Chamber. In that time I have greatly
appreciated the advice which Brigadier Roberts
has offered.

I recall that when I first came here I thought
that John Roberts was a very stern person and I
was a little afraid to ask questions, because I
thought that with such a stern expression I might
have received a sharp reply. However, when I got
to know Brigadier Roberts better I found he had a
terrific sense of humour and he was always ready
to give advice. I appreciate having known him
since I have been here.

A little bird told me that John's birthday is
today and I wish him a happy birthday.

I went overseas in 1970 and I was advised to
see John Roberts about the arrangements. I was
told he would arrange everything in great detail.
For a short period John was not present here, and
a member in another place did the work for me.
Time went by and I felt I was getting nowhere
fast, but when John arrived back he took over and
arranged everything in about two days. The
information I received that he was very efficient
in making arrangements certainly was right. Also
in 1970, when John was at the Westminster
Parliament, he met me on my arrival in London,
took me to my hotel, met me again during the
afternoon, and introduced me to Australia House
and various other places. He looked after me for
several days until I left for the Continent.

John, I wish you a wonderful retirement and all
the happiness in the world. May every day be a
joy to you. I am sorry to see you go but, of course,
that is the way of all good people.

THE HON. 0. N. B. OLIVER (West) [3.27
p.m.]: It is a most unusual situation for me to rise
at this particular time, being a new member of
this Chamber. However, my family and I happen
to have been a friend and confidant of Brigadier
John Roberts during some 15 years. In that
regard, I speak in the vein of him as a friend, but
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I also speak on behalf of new members in this
Chamber.

I do flat think John Roberts ever expected to
see me in this place, also speaking to and
supporting this motion. In fact, he probably was
as surprised as I was when I was elected to this
Chamber! Previous speakers have mentioned the
impartiality of John Roberts. It could be thought
that 1, as a member, a friend and a confidant of
Brigadier John Roberts, would have received
some additional advantages. I can assure
honourable members that has not been so.

I have found John Roberts to be impartial and
understanding to all new members. I have spoken
to other members who came into this Chamber in
1977 and they join with me in appreciation of the
warm response we have received from him in his
efforts to assist us.

It is with reluctance I see his retirement from
this place.

I had heard that he intended to retire earlier,
and I had cause to convey my concern to him in
that regard. However, I was assured he would
continue until the Constitutional Convention
ended.

May 1, on behalf of the new members in this
Chamber, say, "Thank you" to the Clerk of this
Chamber and to the Clerk of the Parliaments for
the assistance he has given so impartially and so
readily. I support the motion.

THE HON. GRACE VAUGHAN (South-East
Metropolitan) [3.29 p.m.]: I want to say a few
words on behalf of the four-year-old category of
members. I have been here long enough to have
got over the "new chum" feeling. For the most
part, John Roberts certainly was responsible for
my reaching that stage.

In almost every job I have been in during my
life-and I have been in a few-the boss has
always said, "My door is always open." John
Roberts did not say that to me literally; in fact, I
have never seen his door more than half open.
However, metaphorically, it is always wide open
to give members advice and a little bit of
confidence, and to allow us to partake of John's
sense of humour. This has not been mentioned
here today, but perhaps it is implicit in what
everyone has said. To me a sense of humour
means a lot more than being funny or being able
to understand comedy. Having a sense of humnour
is an understanding of human failings, and how
they are to be tolerated. John Roberts has always
possessed a sense of humour, and that is one of
the greatest attributes in life. Not many of us
have it, but those who do have it find life more

tolerable to themselves, and make life more
tolerable for other people.

I support the motion, and I wish John Roberts
all the best in his retirement.

THE HON. R. G. PIKE (North Metropolitan)
(3.31 p.m.]: I rise very briefly to pay a tribute to
Brigadier John Roberts, and to thank him for the
contribution he has made to the traditions,
prestige, and image of the Legislative Council,
and particularly to the bicameral Parliament of
Western Australia. Everything else has been said
already.

THE HON. I. G. MEIJCALF
(Metropolitan-Attorney General) [3.32 pm.]: I
want to associate myself very briefly with these
comments, and also, if I may do so, associate
myself with the comments of other members of
the House who may not have spoken as they
probably feel everything has been said, but who
would want to be associated with a tribute to John
Roberts.

I have known John Roberts for many years,
long before I came into this Chamber. I have
always had the greatest respect for him since I
first met him when we were both serving in the
Army.

I have known him very well over a long period
of time in many other walks of life. I can, very
rcadily and truthfully, associate myself with
everything that has been said about him today by
members. To me he has always exemplified the
highest traditions of the Public Service. I know
that because of some technicality staff members
of this Chamber and the staff of Parliament
House are not classified, strictly speaking, as
being public servants. However in my view Mr
Roberts has always maintained the utmost
traditions of the Public Service-traditions which,
in some ways, seem to be fading.

In the advice he has given to members he has
demonstrated the wisdom and integrity one has
come to associate with the best members of the
Public Service. He has exhibited a sense of
stability, and aided by him we in this House have
experienced a sense of continuity and of being a
part of the important functions of the State and of
society.

Mr Roberts has exercised this function in a
most diplomatic way, and he has been most
tactful in the handling of matters that have come
before him. Nevertheless, he has given his advice
with a sense of candour and no-one has been able
to say he has not understood exactly what John
Roberts meant when he gave advice to do
something or not to do something.
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I would like to be associated with the debate on
this motion. I do not regard it as a farewell. Like
other members, I hope to see a great deal of John
Roberts. I am quite certain that the State and the
public in general will, for many years, and in
different capacities, receive the benefit and
advantage of his presence. With those words I
support the motion. [Resolved: That motion be
continued.)

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOTIT (North-East
Metropolitan) [3.34 p.m.]: I would not like it
thought that because I did not rise to my feet
earlier I did not fully support the motion moved
and the sentiments expressed here today. I was
rather slow in rising to my feet, because I was
attempting to write a little bit of doggerel that I
thought Mr Roberts may find appropriate,
knowing that we have enjoyed his wit in the past.
However, I am afraid the speeches have
concluded before I could complete my verse. My
effort so far is as follows-

There was a young clerk called John
Who could always be counted upon
To know all the rules
But keep quiet while fools
Were expounding their knowledge thereon.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Very good!
The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT': I came into this

Chamber very green, and with very little
knowledge of the rules of debate and Standing
Orders and of what was required of me as a
member. I will always be very grateful for the
assistance I have been given by Mr Roberts.
Whenever I had a problem he was always
available and his advice was always very sound.

I would like to conclude my remarks by saying:
Thank you very much for your assistance to me,
Mr Roberts.

THE PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths):
Before I put this motion, as the President I would
like to say a few words. Iwoul lie to
wholeheartedly and sincerely endorse the
comments made by all members who have spoen.

Mr Roberts' history of service to the
Parliament and his military and civilian career
have been covered adequately by the Leader of
the House and all the previous speakers. However,
in addition to that history, it is interesting to note
that during his term of service to this
Parliament-since commencing in May,
1928-Mr Roberts has seen seven Presidents of
the Legislative Council come and go, the eighth
President come, as well as seven Chairmen of
Committees. Since he first became the Clerk of
the Legislative Council in 1956, there have been

ive Presidents and four Chairmen of Committees.
Hence it is my privilege, on behalf of all those
Presidents and Chairmen, to thank him for the
advice and assistance he has given to them.

Since my first day as a member of this place in
1965, 1 have received the utmost co-operation and
assistance from him. Since attaining the position
of President of this Chamber, Mr Roberts'
assistance and advice-which have always been
completely reliable-have enabled me to carry
out my duties in the knowledge that I have been
on the right path at all times. The willingness
and ability of Mr Roberts to advise me, without
warning on many occasions, is one of the main
contributing factors that has enabled me to carry
out my duties here as confidently as I have done.

I am very proud, indeed, to consider Brigadier
Roberts as one of my friends. Mention has been
made of the difficult situations that he has been
able to resolve satisfactorily from time to time
over the years. Indeed, the only person I could
liken him to in dealing with difficult questions is
King Solomon-although I am not suggesting
that Brigadier Roberts would advocate cutting
babies in half, but rather from the aspect of being
able to satisfy everybody.

On a lighter note, Mr Roberts, capacity as a
poet has been referred to, and it is well known to
those members who have heard some examples of
his wit. Therefore, I endeavoured to attempt
something similar, and although it does not
compare with his efforts I would like to pay him
this tribute. For the record I shall read it out to
members. It is as follows-

John Roberts was a person who chose,
To entertain us at times with his prose.
He now plans to leave us,
The loss will be grievous,
What a sad day for all when he goes.

Mr Roberts, I am deeply appreciative of the very
sincere way in which you have assisted me in my
position as President of this Chamber. The
dignified and conscientious way in which you
have carried out your duties, and the manner in
which you have operated, rank you as being truly
a great gentleman and as one of the people with
whom I deeply appreciate to be associated.

I trust you will have a long and healthy
retirement, and also that you will return as a
visitor to see us on many occasions.

Honourable members, on this occasion of
indicating your support of the motion I
recommend that you rise in your places. Will
those who support the motion please rise.
Motion carried unanimously with acclamation.
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THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON: As this is an
unusual occasion I seek leave of the House to
enable the Clerk of the Parliaments to be heard
from his place at the Table.

Leave granted.

THE CLERK OF THE PARLIAMENTS (Mr
Roberts): Mr President and honourable members:
We become aware during our service in
Parliament that lots of procedures are based on
precedent; and this afternoon you have
established two precedents-firstly, by the
Minister in moving the motion in the way he did
and, secondly, by inviting me to speak in this
fashion.

I would like to say further that you have placed
yourselves in the position where I could, if I might
put it this way, get some of my own back, because
I could force you to sit and listen to me. Members
need have no fear. Let me use a phrase which 1
have heard so often in this place: I have no desire
to take up the time of the House on this occasion.

I would like to offer my warmest thanks for the
very kind things which have been said about me
personally and about my service in Parliament,
and also for the birthday greetings which I have
received.

I consider it has been a great privilege for me to
have served in the various positions which I have
held in this Parliament, and it has been a most
enjoyable experience. I think the most rewarding
part of this experience has been the opportunity to
have a close association with members of both
Houses, from both sides of each House, from all
walks of life, and from all parts of the State. It
has also given me the chance to have a similar
association with members of the other
Parliaments in Australia and in some overseas
countries.

I thank you all for your generosity and
consideration, and I would like to suggest
respectfully that the House should now proceed to
the Orders of the Day.

Sitting suspended from 3.4S to 4.06 p.m.

QUESTIONS
Questions on notice were taken at this stage.

ALUMINA
AGREEMENT

REFINERY
AND ACES

(WACERUP)
AMENDMENT

BILL
Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and read

notifying that it had agreed to the amendment
made by the Council.

SUPPLY BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by the Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon (Leader of
the House), read a first time.

Second Reading
THlE IHON. C. C. MacKINNON (South-

West-Leader of the House) 14.15 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Dill be now read a second time.
This measure seeks the grant of supply to Her
Majesty of $740 million for the works and
services of the year ending the 30th June, 1979.
pending the passage of Appropriation Bills later
in this session of Parliament.

In speaking to the Audit Act Amendment Bill,
members were informed of the Government's
intention to introduce the Supply Bill for 1978-79
before the close of the current session and an
explanation was given for altering the previous
practice of bringing the Bill down as a priority
measure when Parliament resumes later in the
year.

There is no change in the form of the Bill and
Supply is sought for the same period as
previously; that is, from the 1st July until such
time as the Budget for 1978-79 can be considered
by Parliament and the Appropriation Act passed.

An issue of $650 million is sought from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund and $70 million from
moneys to the credit of the General Loan Fund.
Provision is also made in the Bill for an issue of
$20 million to enable the Treasurer to make such
temporary advances as may be necessary.

The amounts have been based on needs and
estimated costs of maintaining the existing level
of services and no provision has been made for
new policy decisions which must await the
introduction of the Budget.

It has been the practice in the past when
speaking to the Supply Bill for an aeccount of the
financial transactions of the previous financial
year to be given. Under the new arrangements,
this will not be possible in most years because the
Supply Bill will be introduced, as on this occasion,
before the current financial year has ended.

Full details of the transactions of the previous
year are laid before Parliament in the statement
of public accounts accompanying the Auditor-
General's report and the opportunity is taken to
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sunmarise the outturn for the previous year in the
Budget speech.

Consequently it is not considered that the
change will result in Parliament being less well
informed on the State's finances than in the past
nor will the opportunity to debate them be
reduced to any significant degree.

Nevertheless, it is desirable. that Parliament be
informed of the results for a financial year as soon
as practicable and arrangements will therefore be
made for a summary statement to be prepared
arid circulated to members early in the new
financial year.

The reasons for the changed procedure have
already been given when the Audit Act
Amendment Bill was introduced yesterday and
there is no point in traversing that ground again
beyond pointing out that the object of the change
is to tighten up what was previously a rather
untidy procedure.

I commend the Dill to the House.
Debate adjourned until a later stage of the

sitting, on motion by the Hon. D. K. Dans
(Leader of the Opposition).

(continued on page 1S83)

HOUSING AGREEMENT
(COMMONWEALTH AND STATE)

ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly;, and, on
motion by the Hon. 1. G. Medcalf (Attorney-
General), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF

(Metropolitan-Attorney-General) [4.19 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill seeks authorisation for the execution of a
new housing agreement between the
Commonwealth and the States. The other
provisions of the principal Act have proved
effective for a number of years and will remain
unchanged.

The existing Commonwealth and State
Housing Agreement expires on the 30th June,
1978, and the new arrangements are to come into
effect on 1st July, 1978. Legislation will soon be
introduced into the Commonwealth Parliament
and the draft agreement is close to finalisation. It
is, therefore, necessary that in Western Australia
we have the parliamentary authority for the
Premier to sign the agreement so that there is no

hiatus in arrangements between the
Commonwealth and this State.

Although the agreement is included in the
amending Bill as a schedule, it is cast in legal
terms which may make its real import difficult to
appreciate easily, as compared with the existing
1973 agreement.

From the Western Australian viewpoint, the
new agreement is a good one and it is believed
that the view is shared by the other States. The
agreement is the end result of some two years of
discussions at a series of ministerial conferences
and meetings of senior officers of public housing
authorities. These meetings have thoroughly
canvassed both the principles to be incorporated
in the agreement, and the operating machinery,
and have resulted in a reasonable consensus as to
the new direction of some aspects of public
housing.

Looking back over the operations of successive
housing agreements since the first one in 1945,
members will no doubt agree there have been
good features in all of them, but there have been
some perhaps unexpected side effects which need
improvement.

For example, it is hard to justify the
continuation of below-market rent for public
housing occupied by tenants who have improved
their position and are now receiving a very
substantial income into the household.

Again, we would probably all know of some
instances where families have obtained some
purchase loans at interest rates from 41h per cent
to 5 A per cent and are still paying off their loan
at the initial monthly instalment, even though
their income has increased substantially to the
point where, today, they would be very much
above any reasonable income eligibility for low-
interest public housing finance.

There are but two general examples to show
how earlier and current housing agreement
arrangements have permitted, and perhaps even
encouraged, a leakage of public housing
assistance. People who no longer need it still
retain the benefit of low housing cost to which
they were earlier entitled. As a consequence, the
available funds do not achieve the maximum
benefit for those who need public housing
assistance and who are yet to be assisted.

It would be agreed also that, at different times
in the past, the housing agreements have tended
to be rather inflexible in accommodating differing
circumstances as between States. They have also
tended to impose a pattern of action on States
rather than encouraging State initiatives designed
to more adequately meet the particular situation
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prevailing in each State. One need only mention
fixed interest lending from home builders'
account since 1956 and income eligibility rules
since 1973 as examples of this.

In addition there have been some difficuilties
when States had two different sets of purchase
conditions and eligibility both funded from
Commonwealth advances. The home builders'
account conditions for funds made available
through terminating building societies have not
always been the same as the conditions for
mortgage advances and contracts of sale through
Housing Commissions. If the conditions are the
same to preserve equity and avoid confusion, no
good purpose is served by continuing two schemes
funded from the same source.

Turning to the new agreement, I will endeavour
to explain its main features in the light of the
background I have just given. Firstly, there is an
agreed statement of principles to apply to the
provision or housing assistance under the
agreement. These principles have been agreed
between the Housing Ministers of the
Commonwealth and the States, and constitute
clear guidelines for the working of the agreement
over the next three years. This is the irst occasion
on which a housing agreement has set out the
principles on which it is based and hence the
objectives to which it is directed.

Secondly, the States are given maximum
flexibility and autonomy in the administrative
arrangements necessary to satisfy those principles
and achieve real progress towards those
objectives. That means that each State is free to
make whatever policy changes and administrative
arrangements it sees as most suited to its own
requirements, so long as it remains within the
guidelines set by the agreed principles.

Thirdly, the funds to give effect to the
agreement will come from Commonwealth
advances of new interest bearing repayable loans,
and from any surpluses generated fromn operations
Financed under previous housing agreements. We
are not forced to generate such surpluses, but to
the extent they do arise we are required to make
them available for the purposes of the new
agreement.

In no way do these provisions prevent or inhibit
any State which may wish to increase its housing
effort from State funds. Neither will they affect
the way in which we would wish to apply any
surplus or realisation arising from the
management of assets acquired from State funds
applied to public housing in earlier years.

Within these broad aspects there are a few
points which are of sufficient significance to

warrant mention. Among these are the separation
of rental and purchase assistance; levels of rents;
application of rental assistance funds; portion of
funds required to be allocated for purchase
assistance; and home purchase lending terms.

The new agreement provides for a clear
separation of rental and purchase operations and
requires all purchase finance to be through the
home purchase account. This means that
Commonwealth advances may not be used by the
Housing Commission to finance its own contracts
of sale.

Similarly, advances for rental operations are
specifically to be used for purposes related to
rental business.

One important aspect is a changed approach in
regard to the allocation of total funds between
purchase and rental business. Previously, the
proportion to be allocated to home builders'
account was set at a fixed 30 per cent unless the
Commonwealth Minister agreed to a higher
percentage in any year for a particular State.
Now we have a more flexible arrangement under
which the proportion will be determined after
consultation between the Commonwealth
Minister and the State Minister, with the only
proviso that the proportion will be a minimum 40
per cent in the third year of the agreement.

In regard to rental operations, there are some
welcome changes which allow rental funds to be
applied other than solely for the building or
acquiring of properties.

One particularly important provision permits
rental funds to be used in payment of lease rental
for the leasing by the Housing Commission of
privately-owned dwellings. Under present market
conditions any early moves in that direction are
not seen, but it is an avenue which would permit
the harnessing of private capital as lbng as the
costs to the commission bear a sensible
relationship to likely rent recoveries from our
tenants.

In the matter of
does specifically
conditions for end

home purchase, the agreement
require flexible mortgage

borrowers in such a way that
repayments are more closely related to capacity to
pay. This will mean there is no continued
assistance at levels of subsidy higher than really
required by the individual borrower. At the same
time, there will be an accelerated build-up of
revolving funds which will give a capacity to assist
a greater number of home purchasers without a
corresponding increase in new money allocations
from the Commonwealth.

Overall, the new agreement is a considerable
advance on previous arrangements. It will allow
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more freedom to the State to follow policies and
practices seen as advantageous to the people of
Western Australia, More importantly, there is no
significant area in which policy changes are
required by the State solely as a result of
provisions in the agreement.

I commend the Bill to the House.

THE HON. 0. N. 3. OLIVER (West) (4.28
p.m.]: The Housing Agreement (Commonwealth
and State) Act Amendment Bill is almost, as
some members say, a hardy annual, because it
comes forward at this time each year. It ratifies
the amount of funds which will be allocated
between the Commonwealth and the State to take
effect from the Ist July, 1978. Therefore, I
commend the Government for introducing this
Bill at the present time.

I do not think there is a member in this
Chamber who would not recognise the necessity
to ratify these agreements. In particular, I
commend the Government for the increase in the
percentage of houses under the scheme which are
available for purchase rather than rental; that is,
an increase from 30 per cent to 40 per cent. I
should like to draw the attention of the House t0
the fact that home ownership is an integral part of
the democratic system of Australia and the right
to home ownership should be well guarded and
well protected, because it carries obvious social
obligations. Frequently people are required to
enter into mortgages when they buy a home and
in this case they are required to enter into
mortgages at low interest rates.

The inherent desire to purchase a home brings
certain social obligations and goes to the basic
roots of family life in Australia. I do not wish to
go into great detail, but I should like to draw the
attention of the House to the Priorities Review
Staff Report on Housing dated August, 1975. It is
the greatest socialistic document I have ever had
the opportunity to read. It sets out to destroy
home ownership. It advises the people of
Australia to buy a launch or a hobby boat instead
of saving. It hits at the true heart of the
democratic system of our country. It is called the
1975 Parliamentary Paper No. 261. Because of
the state of the electorate at that time the annual
conference of the Labor Party decided not to
endorse that document for the time being.

The Bill addresses itself to the area of welfare
housing, and in this regard I would like to quote
from Poverty In Australia, the report of a
commission of inquiry into poverty. The report
was issued in April, 1975 and is volume 1. It is
commonly referred to as the Henderson report. I
wish to quote from page 164, and in doing so I

draw attention to the fact that the Bill concerns
itself with what is called welfare housing.
Regarding the need for welfare housing, the
report had this to say at page 164-

"'of the total of 183 000 housing
authority tenants the total poor numbered
only 51 000; 132 000 housing commission
rented dwellings (72 per cent) were occupied
by people with incomes more than 1 20 per
cent of the poverty line. At the same lime,
86 000 families and individuals below the
poverty line, and a total of 146 000 with
incomes less than 120 per cent of the poverty
line, were renting privately.

Where are we going in this area of welfare
housing? I draw attention to the allocation of the
Commonwealth-State housing funds and the
distribution of those funds to the respective States
of Australia.

In 1972-73 Western Australia was allocated
$15.4 million, and Tasmania was granted $8.8
million. In 1973-74 the Western Australian
Government-a Labor Government commonly
referred to as the Tonkin Government-was
allocated $13 million while Tasmania was
allocated $16 million. Unfortunately census
statistics are not available except for 1966, when
Western Australia had a population of 848 100,
while Tasmania had a population of 371 436. The
1971 census indicated that Western Australia's
population was 1 030 469, while Tasmania's
population was 390 413.

1 believe that the Opposition sometimes regards
itself as having the right to be the spearhead of
what is called welfare housing.

We do not need the Henderson report to make
us aware of the fact that people not now in need
have obtained windfall gains either from the
Home Builders' Fund, the purchase of SI4C
properties, or the rental of S1PC properties. In
this regard there is a need to define welfare
housing.

Through unfortunate circumstances and on
compassionate grounds, those people with little
prospect of their incomes increasing to a stage
where assistance is no longer required should be
categorised into the area of "housing for welfare
people".

There is a further group of people who, by the
process of the evolution of time will not require
welfare housing because their financial situation
will have changed. Therefore I believe we should
place them in the category of "low-income
earners."

Briefly, we should put people into two
categories; that is, those who require welfare
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housing, and those low-income earners who
require housing. The philosophy of our
Government is not against or contrary to the
capital appreciation a purchaser of an SHC
home may gain.

I would like to commend the Government on its
approach to the restructuring of interest rates. It
is unrealistic in the interest rate structure of the
past six years to accept that 5 / per cent interest
is a reasonable rate in the current interest climate.
I commend the Government and the Minister for
submitting, in his second reading speech, the
proposition of interest rates being applied to
mortgages on an income basis. This is something
which has been put forward over many years and
has been regarded as an insoluble problem. I am
pleased the Government is at last coming to grips
with the problem and that it will enable money to
go further in the area of welfare housing by
blending those funds with additional funds at a
higher interest rate to make them equitable over a
longer period and larger proportion of the welfare
housing area.

Another point which caught my attention in the
Minister's second reading speech was the
comment about the leasing of privately-owned
dwellings. I was disappointed to read the
following-

Under present mar-ket conditions, any
early moves in that direction are not seen,
but it is an avenue which would permit the
harnessing of private capital as long as the
costs to the commission bear a sensible
relationship to likely rent recoveries from our
tenants.

The time has come when we should not talk of the
future in this regard, but should consider the
involvement of the private sector immediately in
the area of welfare housing.

I have some proposals to submit in this regard.
Firstly, based on the waiting list of the SHC,
there were approximately 100 000 applications for
family units throughout Australia as at June,
1976. Currently all the housing authorities are
able to build only approximately 10 000 units per
year.

Based on the current budget of $375 million
and deducting 30 per cent, which is now 40 per
cent, there is no doubt that in the current year the
housing authorities throughout Australia, and
Western Australia in particular, will build a
number which will be much lower than that
figure. I suggest that it would be approximately
7 500 units to the end of December 1977, the
number of single dwelling units built by our
commission was approximately 456. 1 do not have

the figures in front of me, but I believe they were
the figures to the 31st December. Therefore we
can realise that in the field of welfare housing
there is a shortfall of over 100 000 units. We are
currently building at a rate of approximately
7 500 per annum. Therefore it would appear we
need to tackle this problem of welfare housing on
a completely new basis and not put it aside to be
looked into in the future.

In the past we have had think tanks on State
housing, and various academic people have been
associated with those think tanks. I do not want it
to be thought I am anti-academic because, as
members of the Opposition know, I am not.
People of learning are often described as people
without practical experience.

I am suggesting that the SHC should become a
head tenant and be responsible for the supervision
of rent controls and all the necessary gathering of
rent,' the production of work orders for
maintenance, and so on. There is a king
exhaustive list involved, but I will not bore
members with it.

I also propose that as the head tenant it should
then involve many long-term investors to acquire
land and construct throughout Australia and,
proportionately in Western Australia, 20 000
housing units a year over five years. I am
proposing a subsidised rental scheme. Currently it
would be anticipated that a return of 13 per cent
to an investor would be a reasonable return. After
deducting the 2 per cent which would go in
taxation, the I I per cent would then bring it close
to the long-term bond rate which is really the
basis of the catalyst of housing finance. If it
should decrease, as it would appear natural in
existing circumstances, then the 13 per cent
would be reduced and the taxation accordingly
would bring it close to the long-term bond rate.

In addition to this I believe a depreciation
allowance should be made to the long-term
investor. Over a period of 30 years the property
would be depreciated so that eventually it would
revert to the Crown. This would have the
advantage that even after a period of 30 years the
State would still have rental properties at no cost
and this rental would still be accruing and a
revolving fund would continue to subsidise this
welfare housing.

I do not believe this is a final solution, but I
submit it at this time, because I believe
Australia-and Western Australia in
particular-is facing a crisis in the area of
housing and the social problems associated with
it.

I therefore urge the Government to examine
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these proposals and not put them into a basket for
consideration in two or three years' time. Now is
thec opportune time for them to be considered. We
should be addressing ourselves now to the
problem of welfare housing and the abuses which
are currently occurring in connectiont with SHC
homes where some 72 per cent of the people
occupying SHC homes are not poor, but are 120
per cent above the poverty line.

I support the Bill.
Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. Lyla

Elliott.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE

ACT~ AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by the Hon. 1. G. Medcalf (Attorney-
General), read a first time.

Second Reading

THE HON. I. G. MEDCALF
(Metropolitan-Attorney-General) (4.46 p.m.1: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to permit changes to
the method of charging for water used in
residential premises.

The method of charging for the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Board's
services has come in for public debate and for
review within the board itself. The last three years
are the driest group of three successive years on
record. Although this has heightened public
interest in water use and means that there is no
better time than the present to review policies and
consider changes that may be of benefit to the
customers of the Water Board, it is not the basic
reason for taking such action. Perth is not about
to run out of water and the present steps are in no
sense panic-action to meet a current emergency.
On the contrary, although what is proposed is
expected to have immediate benefits, a much
longer term approach is being taken. Methods of
charging were a primary objective of the
commissioned "development study" which
examined alternative policies for conducting the
board's services into the next century in all
aspects from financial and engineering
viewpoints. This Bill represents a proposal to
implement one of the major recommendations of
that report.

From the inception of public water supply,
sewerage, and drainage services in Perth, the

British system has been used of charging for
services on a-property value basis. This method
continues to be used in all the major cities in
Australia, with the exception of Canberra, and
throughout the remainder of the British speaking
world, apart from USA. It parallels the system of
municipal rating.

At their inception, hydraulic services were
regarded as a social service essential to life and
necessary to overcome the serious public health
problems which had developed in urban areas
without them. The method devised for their
payment reflects this philosophy, property value
having been taken as some measure of ability to
pay and possibly also as some measure of likely
demand.

Although water is still an essential for life and
while public health aspects still have relevance,
the level of current water supply use is far beyond
that necessary for essential purposes and public
health. It is strongly affected by modern living
standards, use of labour-saving washing
appliances and, above all, the maintenance of
gardens.

Domestic water consumption per service in
Perth is high by Australian standards. The
climate and the sandy soil are, of course, a major
reason for this, but nevertheless one cannot escape
from the conclusion that there is considerable
scope for consumers to significantly modify their
consumption. The excellent response from the
public during the recent difficulties gives an
indication of the potential flexibility of demand.

Under the provisions of the Bill, charges for
water for residential properties will be more
closely allied to volume used. Therefore there will
be an incentive for virtually every residential
consumer to conserve water. Each consumer will
make his own decision as to how much effort he
makes to minimise his consumption, just as he
does with other commodities. The Bill will enable
charges to be set so that the user will pay the true
cost of the water he uses, as his account will be
directly dependent on the volume used.

It can well be argued that the rating system has
served well as a means of setting charges at a
level sufficient to cover revenue expenses. It has
ensured that the major part of revenue for water
could be reliably predicted regardless of
variations in availability and consumption from
year to year.

In the case of the Perth system it is also true
that relatively few customers have failed to use
the so-called free water rebated as payment of
rates and, in fact, some 70 per cent incurred
excess water charges. In other words, for domestic
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services the present system has a substantial
"pay-for-use" characteristic with the
accompanying advantages of greater certainty in
budgeting& In years of inadequate supply the
effect of income losses on excess water sales is
buffered by the assured income from rating
charges. On the other hand, consumers are gi ven
no incentive to use less than their allowance and
this may well be the reason that the "free water"
is used up. It is a matter of fact that in Perth
there has been an increase of 25 per cent in water
used per service over the last 20 years and in the
affluent 1960s constraints on consumption of
excess water were actually eased when excess
water charges did not keep pace with inflation.

In the result, water consumption in Perth has
continued to increase at a rate which doubles
consumption at 14-year intervals.

As mentioned at the outset this does not mean
that Perth is about to run out of water, but it does
mean surely that as the more economical of our
finite water sources are used up, so the prodigal
use of new sources must force up the price of
water prematurely. It is the function of any water
authority to satisfy the requirements Of its
customers, but in doing so it must accept the duty
of foretelling the cost. Proper economic charging
policies which relate the charges for water to the
Cost Of Providing it are a sensible way of
conveying this information to customers.

In making a change from one system to
another, even when generating a fixed revenue,
relativities must be upset. Indeed, this is part of
its purpose, to allocate charges more realistically
to the high volume users. However, the Water
Board reviews its finances each year and sets its
charges at a level which will generate a total
revenue sufficient to meet its total costs. By
appropriate selection of charging, the total raised
under the new system will be no higher than
under the old and therefore the average payment
by consumers will be the same.

However, individual accounts will vary. For
example, those in flats and those with their own
independent water supplies will generally have
savings. On the other hand there will be those
with increased bills to offset these reductions.

A substantial proportion of the cost of
providing water supply is independent of the
quantity of water used. This proportion represents
charges on capital, maintenance of the storages
and pipeline system, and may be considered as the
cost of making water immediately available on
demand. An essential element of any water
charging system is therefore a fixed charge. At
present this is included in the rating charge; the

new system will also incorporate a fixed charge,
as well as a second element based on volume, with
a greater accent on the unit cost of supply.

It is stressed that the objective of the Bill is to
give customers the option of using water wisely or
paying for more lavish use at the true cost of
providing it to them. It provides every domestic
consumer with an incentive to avoid waste and to
decide for himself how much water he is prepared
to purchase.

Members are a~sured that the Government and
the Metropolitan Water Board have given very
close consideration to various methods of charging
for water with a close nexus between charge and
quantity used as an alternative to the present
property value basis. The Government is
confident that this Bill represents a very
acceptable alternative, and I commend it to the
House.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting, on motion by the Hon. R. F. Claughton.

(continued on page 163 1)

AERIAL SPRAYING CONTROL
ACr AMENDMENT BILL

Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and read
notifying that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Council.

AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION

Appointment of Delegates-Request
for Council's Participation:

Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and read
as follows-

The Legislative Assembly having this day
agreed to certain resolutions concerning the
Parliament of this State continuing to
participate in the Australian Constitutional
Convention, transmits a copy of the
Resolutions for the information of the
Legislative Council.

The Legislative Assembly requests that the
Legislative Council will consider its
continued participation in the Convention
and appoint members in accordance with the
Resolutions to act with the seven members of
this House who have been so appointed.

THE SCHEDULE

WHEREAS it is desirable that the
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Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of
Western Australia should by resolution
declare its will in regard to the continued
participation of the Parliament in the
Australian Constitutional Convention and
make such decisions consequent thereupon as
may seem appropriate: NOW
THEREFORE, the Legislative Assembly
resolves to continue to participate in the
Australian Constitutional Convention and
further resolves:

L. That for the purposes of the
Convention-

(a) the delegation from the
Parliament of Western
Australia should consist of
twelve members of whom seven
should be appointed by the
Legislative Assembly and five
by the Legislative Council;

(b) the seven members appointed
by the Legislative Assembly
shall comprise two members
from the Liberal Party, four
members from the Australian
Labor Party and one member
from the National Country
Party; and

(c) the five members appointed by
the Legislative Council shall
comprise three ma*embers from
the Liberal Party and two
members from the Australian
Labor Party.

2. That each appointed member of the
delegation shall continue as an
appointed member while a member of
the Parliament of Western Australia
unless-

(a) the House of Parliament by
which he has been appointed
terminates his appointment;
or

(b) he resigns as a member of the
delegation by writing
addressed to the President of
the Legislative Council or the
Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, as the case requires.

3. That the seven members appointed
by the Legislative Assembly shall be-

The Hon. Sir Charles Court.
The Hon. D. H. O'Neil.
The Hon. R. Davies.
The H-on. C. i. Jamieson.
The Hon. A. D. Taylor.

Mr. R. E. Bertram.
Mr. W, R. McPliarlin.

4. That the 1-on. Sir Charles Court or
his nominee be Leader of the delegation,
and the Hon. R. Davies or his nominee
be Deputy Leader.

5. That where, because of illness or
other cause, a member of the delegation
is unable to attend a meeting of the
Convention, or of a committee of the
Convention or of a sub-committee or
working party of such a committee, the
leader or senior available member of the
party from which that member is drawn
may appoint an alternate member, and
the member so appointed shall be a
member of the delegation for that
meeting.

6. That the Leader from time to time,
make a report to the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly
respectively of such information and
matters arising out of the Convention as
he thinks fit, and such report shall be
laid on the Table of each House of
Parliament.

7. That the Leader and Deputy
Leader of the delegation, or their
respective nominees, be appointed to
represent the delegation on the
Convention's Executive Committee.

8. That the Honourable the Attorney
General be asked to provide such
assistance to the delegation as it may
require.

9. That the Legislative Council be
informed of this resolution and invited to
continue its participation in the
Convention on the basis outlined herein.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West-Leader of the House) [4.55 p.m.J: I
move-

WHEREAS the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia has
resolved to continue to participate in the
Australian Constitutional Convention and
has by further resolution outlined a basis for
such continued participation and invited the
Legislative Council to continue its
participation in the Convention on that basis:
NOW, THEREFORE, the Legislative
Council resolves to continue its participation
in the Australian Constitutional Convention
on the basis outlined by the Legislative
Assembly and further resolves:
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1. That as from the date of this
resolution the following members
shall be the members appointed by
the Legislative Council to represent
the Parliament at the Convention,
namely-

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon.
The Hon. 1.C. Medcalf.
The Hon. N. McNeill.
The Hon. D. K. Dans.
The Hon. R. F. Claughton.

2. That the Legislative Assembly be
informed of this resolution.

Question put and passed; and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

AUDIT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 9th May.

THE HON. D. K. DANS (South
Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposition) [4.57
p.m.]: We support the Bill. As I understand the
situation, the Solicitor-General has said there is a
serious doubt as to the legality of the
parliamentary handling of the money supply ever
since responsible government. Cabinet has
accepted the advice of the Solicitor-General;
hence the amending Bill.

The Bill applies particularly to the period
between the 30th June, when the appropriation
measures run out, and the passing of further
Appropriation Bills. In other words there is a gap.

Two situations need to be rectified. The first is
that when Parliament resumes for the spring
session we will have before us a Supply Bill to
make good the money supplied to the Government
from the 30th June. We will legislate in advance
and pass a Supply Bill giving the Government the
power to operate until the end of September in
the terms outlined by the Leader of the House.

The legislation really says that for one-sixth of
a year, from the 1st July of any year, the
Government can use up one-fifth of the amount of
money it had used in the whole of the previous
year. In actual terms, for one-sixth of a year it
can use one-fifth of the money. If one wanted to
elaborate further, it could be said if one
subtracted one figure from another figure it
would leave one-thirtieth of the amount spent in
the previous year, which would compensate for
inflation, but that explanation has already been
given in the Minister's second reading speech.

I hope I have understood the Bill correctly.

Briefly, that is my understanding of the Bill, and
we support it

THE HON. G. C. MacKIN NON (South-
West-Leader of the House) [4.59 p.mn.]: I thank
the Leader of the Opposition for his support of
the Bill. The point was well made by him. It is
pointless for a Government to be left short of
money, and it is equally pointless for it to have
too much money. Parliament should not be over-
generous.

As I pointed out in my second reading speech,
if a very serious emergency arose which called for
large sums of money, we could bring in a
supplementary Supply Bill.

Therefore, it is considered that an amount of
one-fifth should be sufficiently generous whilst
still retaining the sort of curbs that Parliament
should retain on the Executive arm of
government. In short, I agree with the Leader of
the Opposition that a reasonable balance seems to
have been maintained and that, of course, is what
it is all about.

I thank Mr Dans for his support of the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.

G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the House), and
passed.

SUPPLY BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

TI-I HON. D. K. DANS (South
Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposition) [5.03
p.m.]: In speaking to the Supply Bill, I would like
to refer to a number of matters which worry me
and which the debate on this Bill gives me the
opportunity to discuss. Before speaking on some
matters which are more pertinent to the local
situation, I want again to raise a subject that I
have raised in the debate on the Address-in-
Reply. I refer to the matter of the so-called
refugees who are entering Darwin and who in my
opinion are nothing more than illegal immigrants.

What started out to be a trickle of these people
is now becoming a flood. I want to say
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categorically that I have no objection to people
entering this country if they come through the
normal channels, apply, and are accepted as
immigrants, If one looks at this morning's paper
one will find on page 36 an article which states
that many more refugees are expected.

I am aware of the dilemma of the Government,
and I am also aware of the concern of the people
of Australia. On this occasion I do not wish to
talk about the matter of the introduction of exotic
diseases; the Minister for Agriculture has already
answered my comments on that matter and has
informed me there is no danger of that occurring
and that only one monkey has been found- on
board one ship, and the animal was destroyed.

However, Let me draw an analogy. Here we
have these Vietnamese people pouring into
Australia through our back door whom the Press
brands as refugees and who I maintain are illegal
immigrants. One could well imagine the situation
if a boat load of English migrants-or to give
them their popular name, Poms-were to arrive
off Darwin; they would immediately be bundled
into a plane and sent home. If they were
unfortunate enough to be discovered as Pomnmy
shop stewards, our very limited Air Force
probably would be ordered to strafe them. That is
the reality of the situation.

I intend to read from the Press cutting, because
I think this is an important matter and too many
people in this country are duck shoving the issue.
As a member of the Australian Labor Party, I am
very concerned for the welfare of the people of
Australia now and in the future, and I am very
concerned for the preservation of our traditional
way of life. I am very much aware that the much
maligned Poms were the people who landed in
Australia, and particularly in Western Australia,
150 years ago with water bags and axes, and they
chopped this land out of virgin bush. Hence we
are here. They probably brought many bad habits
with them which we have modified to suit our
situation.

Might I also remind the Chamber that the very
place these Vietnamese come to, slumbered in the
sunshine for many years as another country with
only a small stretch of water separating it from
the areas of South-East Asia; and no move was
ever made to colonise this harsh land.

I can well understand the social problems
which will evolve if this illegal immigration
continues. Let me remind the House that it is not
so many days ago that we heard of the last report
of the Minister for Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs (Mr MacKellar) when he refused an entry
permit to a 12-year old blind girl from Britain.

He probably had sound reasons for refusing the
permit, but his actions received a great deal of
Press publicity. However, he has been adamant
that she may not enter Australia, even through
the correct channels.

This girl's brother and his wife have journeyed
to the United Kingdom in an endeavour to do
something, but to no avail.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Is that the only reason
the family cannot come here?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I sometimes find it
hard to follow Mr Baxter's interjections. For his
benefit, let me repeat that the girl's brother and
his wife live in Australia and are quite prepared
to look after her.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I have a few cases
which are better than that.

The H-on. D. K. DANS: I am sure Mr Baxter
has better cases than that, because I have dozens
of them and all concern people-whether they be
Italian, Slav, or British-who want to be reunited
with their families in this country, but owing to
restrictions presently placed on immigration have
been refused permission to enter the country
through the normal channels.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You haven't answered
my question.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr President, I am not
in the habit of answering questions from
interjectors; I think that is most unparliamentary
and you would agree with that.

The PRESIDENT: And completely out of
order.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I agree, Sir. Let me
now read the article to which I referred. It is
under a Canberra dateline and states-

The Federal Government is expecting a big
increase in the next few months in the
number of Vietnamese refugees arriving at
Darwin in small boats.

The Minister for Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs, Mr MacKellar, said yesterday that
more than 3 000 Vietnamese had arrived in
Thailand and Malaysia in the past month.

This was a rapid escalation over arrivals in
previous months and did not include
continuing refugee movements from Laos
and Cambodia.

He knew of no indication of any reduction
in the rate of departures from Vietnam.

However, people who made unauthorised
arrivals in Australia-particularly at
Darwin-would still be subject to Australian
immigration laws.
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Perhaps if Mr Baxter could take his people to
Singapore, put them on a boat, and arrange for
them to arrive on our doorstep at Darwin they
would be able to jump the queue; or at least it
appears that is what Mr MacKellar is suggesting.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Have you tried that?
The Hon. D. K. DANS: No, I have not. The

article continues-
Mr MacKellar told Mr R. A. Braithwaite

(NCP, Qid) in the House of Representatives
that the refugees had not travelled in an
authorised fashion.

That is rather a quaint way of putting it. It
continues-

The Government was conscious of the
understandable disquiet over the possible
introduction of exotic plant and animal
diseases into Australia.

The most stringent quarantine health
checks were being carried out.

People arriving in small boats were
interviewed to ensure that they were genuine
refugees.

Australia had made a two pronged
approach to the problem.

It was seeking agreement from other
countries to resettle refugees from Thailand
and Malaysia and it wanted governments in
the area to delay the boats long enough for
Australian authorities to interview and select
refugees.

America was co-operating- closely with
Australia.

It was preparing to accept another 25 000
refugees, many of whom would be boat
people.

However, those people who were going to enter
the United States of America undoubtedly would
be people who would enter that country in the
normal course under its quota system of
immigration. The rest of the article is important,
and is under a Darwin dateline. It states-

In DARWIN, the Northern Territory
Trades and Labor Council is considering
methods of discouraging Vietnamese
refugees from travelling to Darwin from
South-East Asia.

The council's secretary, Mr Terry
Kincade, said he hoped that unions would
coordinate a plan of action to hamper and
hinder the movement of the refugees once
they arrived in Darwin.

It is believed that a cornerstone of the

TLC plan will be stoppages by waterside
workers when a refugee boat arrives.

I think the State Government should use its good
offices with the Federal Government to come
down with a cast iron policy in respect of the
action that has been taken. We all read the Press,
and we have already seen a very dangerous
situation is growing in Sydney. If one can believe
the reports one reads, it would appear these
people have infiltrated the Liberal Party in New
South Wales through that well known defender of
lost causes and freedom of the people, the
member for Manly, who has joined forces with
two people who are alleged to be retired
Vietnamese army colonels, who want to elicit
funds and arms to send to Vietnam.

I must confess I have not heard much of that
matter in the past few days; and the Federal
Government itself was most alarmed at that
activity. It is the sort of activity we do not want in
Australia, and it is the sort of activity against
which I am prepared to defend our country in the
manner traditional of Australians.

I can visualise all kinds of social problems
arising if an unrestricted flow of Vietnamese
people is permitted to continue into this country,
particularly in times of an economic downturn in
which Australia finds itself; and we all know this
economic downturn has beset other countries and
not only Australia.

The Hon. R. 0. Pike: Do you support the
traditional Labor Party white Australia policy?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I have not said
anything like that. I would discuss that matter
with Mr Pike at a later stage and point out to him
in some historical documents that when the white
Australia policy was proposed, as a result, of
which the Labor Party basked in sunshine for a
long time, it was in fact the brainchild of a British
Colonial Secretary who deemed that Australia
was to be exclusively a European settlement.

I think the Federal Government should take
definite action, because the question of illegal
immigrants has got to be dealt with sternly. I
would like to quote from The German Tribune
dated the 1st January, 1978, as follows-

Illegal immigrants arrive in West Berlin by
the planeload

Using chartered aircraft, Berlin Senate
recently deported for the second time within
a week numerous Pakistanis who had entered
the city illegally.

The unwelcome guests had been
apprehended a few days earlier as they
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attempted to enter the "Golden West"
through East Berlin.

The continuous influx of Pakistanis which
lasted for weeks gave the Berlin Senate the
idea of making headlines by means of such a
spectacular deportation action.

This year's tidal wave of Pakistanis
represents only a small part of the constant
influx into West Berlin. The city has had to
cope with a Turkish wave as well as with a
groundswell of Jordantians.

That is what we are setting ourselves up for. To
continue-

Thousands imnmigrate illegally every year.
The pattern of this immigration is always the
same: a flight to East Berlin..

This is what surprises people. People who know
Berlin will be aware that this is a regular thing;
people do not always hop over the wall. To
continue-

... and then via the metropolitan transport
system to one of the 173 surface and
underground stations of West Berlin.

They catch a train in East Berlin and end up at
one of the stations in West Berlin. No matter how
they get there, they are still illegal immigrants.
To continue-

Most of these illegal immigrants arrive
with addresses of certain lawyers-

I do not think there are any lawyers mixed up
with our problem. To continue-

-who would make out their applications
for political asylum.

Berlin's senator of the interior stressed
recently that none of the 228 deported
Pakistanis who had sought asylum were
subject to political persecution at home.

They had been lured to Berlin by
con fidence men, and many of them had to
sell all their possessions in order to pay for
the trip.

This is shades of what some of the refugees are
telling us in Darwin although I would prefer to
call them illegal immigrants. To continue-

If the illegal entrant succeeds in filing an
application for asylum he must receive
welfare payments-

And this has happened here. To continue-
-until th case has been ruled upon,

which has been known to take up to seven
yea rs.

Our legal system has not sunk that slow yet. ro
continue-

The 6 000 applicants for asylum thus
constitute a considerable financial burden on
the city, and since the borders between the
two parts of Berlin remain open-at least in
one direction-confidence men will continue
to do a booming business.

The illegal immigrants have already found
a way of overcoming the advantage which
the police enjoy. Their asylum applications
are filled out at home under the guidance of
experts, and all they need to do on stepping
on West Berlin territory is to cry loudly:
"Asylum . .. asylum!" By doing so they
already have the law on their side.

I know that this Chamber and this Parliament are
not in a situation to simply say there will be no
more illegal immigrants, but the question is
exercising the minds of many thousands, if not
millions, of Australians.

I conclude on this point by saying I am not
suggesting that we should not take people through
the normal channels if they are genuine
immigrants. We all accept this and I am sure we
have all assisted people to come here. I do not
know what would happen if people from Malaysia
or Singapore, who did not like the ruler of
Malaysia or Mr Lee Kwan Yew, wanted to come
here. We would accept some of these people but
not those who find it expedient to simply hop on a
boat, arrive at the back door of Australia, be fed
into the mainstream of our life, and perhaps cause
strain in the community.

This Government should use its good offices
with the Commonwealth Government and
indicate that perhaps some of the actions taken by
the West Berlin Senate would be appropriate in
our situation. I think one has to understand that
many genuine people could be disadvantaged and
are in fact losing any chance at all of coming
from Vietnam while people are entering our
community in this illegal manner.

There are other sections of the Supply Bill that
I would like to mention. Legislation was passed in
the Legislative Assembly last night which
provides for the Government to dramatically
increase water charges from the beginning of next
year. That Bill has been received in this Chamber
and will probably be supported by the Opposition,
but the reality of the situation is that the Bill will
be the means of dramatically increasing water
charges in the coming year.

However, today in The West Australian, the
Premier alleged that increased service pay for
Giovernment employees will force the Government
to raise water charges, as well as a number of
other charges.
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The Non. R. G. Pike: It is an increase but not a
dramatic one.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I heard the Minister
introducing that Bill in this Chamber-it was
probably the same second reading speech used in
the other place-and he did not seem to say the
Government was introducing this Bill because of
increased service pay.

The Premier knows full well that the water
charges are going up anyway in view of the
legislation passed in the lower House which
provides for a new system involving an increase in
charges. The Premier also knows that numerous
other charges are also going up. State Housing
Commission rents will rise as a result of the
disastrous Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement which was passed in the lower House
last night.

The Premier has already announced that third
party insurance rates are going up and electricity
charges will rise also. Knowing full well that
numerous charges are going up anyway, it is
shameful and deceitful that the Premier is
blaming his deliberately planned increases in
Government charges on Government employees
who are seeking increased service pay.

To use what is perhaps somewhat extreme
language, I consider this to be just a little
dishonest. it is the most obvious case of a
Government being embarrassed by its own
financial incompetence and finding it necessary to
seek a scapegoat at short notice. I must give the
Government due regard, as it lost no time in
referring in particular to the bus drivers' strike.

The Minister for Transport has alleged in this
morning's paper that there will be a need for
public tolerance of the increasing annual deficit of
the MTT, and he has said that taxpayers will
question why they should subsidise the MTT. If
one had enough time one could take that
statement to pieces and fillet it as if it were a fish.
It is public transport and millions of people use it.
each year.

The clear implication and innuendo contained
in this statement and others also made in today's
The West Australian indicate that public pressure
will force the Government to reduce the MTT
deficit and this will be done by cutbacks on bus
services.

The Minister's statements simply related to idle
threats and scare tactics about cutbacks. These
threats are designed to create fear and concern
amongst elderly people who require the use of the
public transport, and among parents whose
children require MTT services to travel to school.
It also creates fear for people who live in outer

suburban areas, on runs which are not heavily
patronised. They fear their runs will be stopped.

The Minister should realise that in the 1976-77
financial year the MT1' carried 57 274 974 fares.
It provides a valuable service and should not be
subject to damage and loss of patronage which
will be created as a result of the Minister's
indications that unless the Government gets its
way there will be cutbacks in the MTT
operations.

If one looks at the bus drivers' wages and
realises the great service they give to the public,
one finds they are not overpaid by any stretch of
the imagination. This is one of the great problems
confronting our largely technological society
today where one section of the community really
expects another section of the community to carry
them in terms of work for practically nothing. All
transport operations cost money.

We probably have a very low fare structure in
Western Australia and I am not suggesting we
should raise it, but the public by and large are
forced to pay the increases imposed on them by
the private section, and that is the way it is
because business has to make a profit. I suggest
that because of the very capital involved with the
provision of a modern bus service-and some
buses cost $70 000 or. $80 000-perhaps the
Government should have a look at the situation
where people who have to use buses will have to
contribute a little more. In my opinion the people
operating this system cannot carry on at the very
low wage rate they are at present receiving.

The Government is already in a difficult
position with respect to urban public transport,
because the Federal Government has consistently
refused to acknowledge Western Australia's need
for an electrified urban rail system or for massive
increases in urban transport assistance grants. In
the 1977-78 financial Budget urban transport
assistance grants were increased by 25.5 per cent
thus severely hampering the State's ability to
replace worn out buses and rail carriages.

The Federal Government is forcing the State
Government to abandon a very heavy
commitment to improve public transport in
Western Australia, because the Federal
Government is not interested in the transport
needs of Perth public transport users.

I do not want to speak at great length on this
,,mini" Supply Bill, but we need to take a long,
hard look at what I consider to be a very ill-timed
and ill-judged statement to the effect that simply
because the motor MTT workers have sought to
have their wage structure brought up to a levet on
which they can live, the public at large are
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threatened. 1 refer to such people as pensioners,
and children requiring bus services to take them
to school. It is unfair to say these drivers must toe
the line otherwise the service will have to be
reduced-if not reduced in some cases, then
discontinued.

This is germane to the attitude of the present
Federal Government and it is part of the policy of
the present State Government firstly to create
massive unemployment, and secondly for those
people who are in employment to have to carry
the burden of the country's Financial ills. This is
readily brought to mind when one sees the
problems that have arisen because of the erosion
of the wage indexation system. We see
commissioners of the Commonwealth Arbitration
Commission already asking for the guidelines to
be relaxed.

We see the problem of the ordinary man in the
street having his wages restricted so that he is
losing his purchasing power. The fact that he has
lost his purchasing power does not seem to
suggest to people that that money is not now
coming into the community and is therefore
creating unemployment. The attitudes of the
Federal and State Governments on this are very
short-sighted and should be brought to the
attention of the public.

I become very tired of constantly hearing about
the unions versus the community. Let me leave
members with the question: Who comprises the
community if it is not the unions and the people?
The whole area of all those people who work by
sweat and brain is one of confusion. If a person
earns $120 a week or SI1 200 a week he is still
called upon to pay the constantly rising prices
which beset every household and person in the
community. The person on a low income finds it
extremely difficult to exist. Most workers would
prefer to negotiate a wage increase.

No-one would say that the last group to which I
referred have not been tolerant. They have had
one stoppage in 14 years and they have tried to
communicate and get to first base, but this has
been refused them.

We must realise the importance of individuals
in the community. Those who came to work
yesterday when the plug had been pulled on
public transport would know the chaos which
existed. One can envisage a stoppage of airline
pilots, bus drivers, train drivers, and lift drivers,
all occurring on the one day. It indicates how
fragile the modern industrial state is. However,
we still persist in the attitude that one section of
the community should carry the burden of every
other section. This cannot be done. People are

used to a certain standard of living. They do not
ask for an increase in wages, but merely to retain
parity with the price structure. It is most unkind
and most deceitful, as I have already said, to say
now that because certain things happened this is
the reason the legislation was introduced
yesterday.

With those comments I support the Bill.
THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North

Metropolitan) [5.32 p.mn.J: I wish to raise several
matters during the debate on the Bill. One could
be called a domestic matter I suppose and relates
to the business with which we deal from day to
day.

I happened to be examining some of the tabled
papers yesterday and among them was a paper
concerning the plans for the extension of the
Mirrabooka water supply scheme, the tabled plan
which I have in front of me. The plan which had
been tabled previously in the House on the 4th
April was suddenly withdrawn on the 3rd May,
without any explanation. I would think that the
House deserves some explanation as to why this
was done.

An examination of the plan reveals that it
contains no signatures to verify its authenticity.
This raises the question as to whether, without a
signature, the plan is validly tabled in the
Parliament. One would expect that a signature
would be required as is required on all other plans
tabled here. Some authority is required to
indicate that the plan is indeed the plan which has
been approved by the Minister or by whoever is
responsible fonts approval.

With the particular Mirrabooka plan there is
also attached a letter from Mr R. J. O'Connor to
the Clerk of the Legislative Council, and it
reads-

In accordance with Section 57E (3) (a)
and (3) (b) of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Sewerage and Drainage Act 1909-
1977 a copy of plan M.W.B. 15360 which
defines the proposed Eastern extension of the
Mirrabooka Public Water Supply Area is
attached for tabling in the House for a period
of 14 sitting days.

I will arrange for Mr. Mullane of the
Metropolitan Water Board to contact you at
the end of this period, with a view to
obtaining return or the plan for submission to
the Executive Council.

It seems to me that the ordinary processes
involved with these plans before tabling have not
been completed in connection with this particular
document. It would be unfortunate if the
procedures were not correct, if there was some
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complaint about the plans, and if it was found
through legal channels that it had not been validly
presented to Parliament. Although initially the
plan was tabled on tbe 4th April, it now has to
await the next period of the session before it can
comply with the required 14 sitting days during
which it must be tabled. If what I am saying is
correct, it may be some date beyond that.

Apart from that particular plan, there have
been tabled a number of approvals of temporary
reserves under the Mining Act which were sent to
Parliament by the Minister for Mines (Mr
Mensaros). These are tabled papers Nos. 24, 76,
and 124 and contain a considerable number of
approvals for mining exploration reserves over a
great deal of the State, and they involve very
large and important companies. I do not think the
people concerned would appreciate it if they
found that because the documents bore no
signature they were subject to legal challenge.

I bring this matter to the notice of the Minister,
because I think it should be clarified for the
reasons I have expressed. We would not want
papers to be withdrawn or subject to legal
challenge, because this would not be in the best
interests of all parties concerned.

Recently there was made public a report by
consultants on the operations of the Metropolitan
Water Board, and one of the Bills before us is as a
consequence of that report. It concerns the
extension of sewerage mains and the suggestion is
that it may be of benefit to rely on septic tanks. I
do not know the experience of other members, but
I know very well that there are considerable
numbers of people in my electorate and in other
electorates who would be subjected to
considerable expense and household nuisance if
the sewerage system was not extended through
their properties.

Even in the best conditions, septic systems have
only a limited life and they require frequent
cleaning and the installation of new soak wells, all
of which are expensive. If the properties involved
are owned by pensioners, they ind this expense a
serious problem.

In areas such as Wembley Downs, where there
is a great deal of limestone, it is almost impossible
to find a piece of ground suitable for the
installation of a septic tank and leach drain. Only
by the use of expensive equipment can the ground
be excavated to allow for the provision of the
septic tank. The limestone makes a very poor
rock for a soak well.

I hope the Government does not accept that
particular part of the report even though the
Minister has indicated he is considering taking

that step. I hope he will make strong
representations to the Australian Government to
restore the grants and loan funds which were
available during the Whitlam Government and
which now have been discontinued. As I have
said, this is a matter of importance to many
people in my electorate. It is one of the matters
which is frequently raised with me, because the
people are not very happy with the present
position. People are concerned about the cutback
in the current extensions and are afraid that they
may never be provided with sewerage in their
area.

We are all concerned about conserving water.
In use in other countries are various systems
which are less costly and are not as extravagant
water-wise. Last night I happened to see portion
of a documentary programme on Channel 2 which
was discussing experiments by the American
Space Agency in regard to water hyacinths in
sewerage holding tanks. Mr Williams may be
interested in this. The water hyacinths are grown
and purify the water so that it is quite potable and
thus can be recycled. The hyacinths are used for
energy production, because methane gas is
produced. This seems an excellent scheme and
one well worth investigation by the Government.

I raise those points to indicate that there are
alternative uses for the water which is currently
used in the sewerage system. The water can be
recycled and used for energy production.

Another matter which is of concern to me is the
likely cutback in grants by the Australian
Government to bodies such as the WA Opera
Company, the State Ballet Company, and the
National Theatre. I must confess that I was
disappointed with the answers to questions I
asked in the House with regard to the action the
Government had taken on this subject. The
answer to one question simply referred to action
taken by the WA Arts Council and the WA
Opera Company, and only by my repeating my
question was the Government moved to say that it
was pursuing the matter with the Federal
Government. I hope that answer was not given me
merely to satisfy my questioning, and that the
Government is taking up the matter strenuously
to ensure those groups are protected.

These groups make a large contribution to the
community which is not visible in the box office
receipts. There are many intangibles which
cannot be measured with regard to the real value,
not only on the social and cultural aspect, but also
on the economic aspect in the operations of this
group. It is interesting to note that the Australian
Ballet Company had record receipts of over $3
million during the past year which indicates that
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an increasing number of Australians are
interested in this art form. I think the view is
taken, unfortunately, that these art forms are
esoteric; that is, only a small group of the
community are interested. I think that is a
complete misunderstanding of the society and the
way it operates.

I urge the Government to take up the matter
with the Australian Government to see those
funds are continued to ensure the support of this
State's group. Western Australia is isolated from
the other State capitals and cannot possibly hope
to have access to the Australian Ballet Company
in the way that the other States have. 1 believe,
for that reason alone, the Australian Government
should ensure that financial support is made
available to our own State groups.

Another matter which I raised previously
during the Address-in-Reply debate is in relation
to the Government's lack of decision in setting
aside land for the Wanneroo Shire administration
building. I note from an article which appeared in
the north suburban section of The West
Australian, dated Wednesday, the 3rd May, that
this matter has again hit the Press. The local
authority has complained about the delay due to
the Government's lack of ability to make up its
mind on this matter. I add my voice to that of the
shire in urging the Government to get off its
tail-not to put it crudely-and to arrive at a
decision on that particular matter.

Lastly, I want to mention the question of roads
grants. This is another area which illustrates this
Government has not been 'very forceful. That
statement can be said in respect of the grants to
arts bodies, of the Government's relationship to
the fixing of sites for several important buildings
in the Wanneroo Shire, of its laxity in the tabling
of papers in this House, and lastly of roads grants
to this State.

The Federal Minister regularly issues Press
statements regarding the grants he has made to
the various States. An examination of those
statements reveals that in nearly all areas
Western Australia is at a disadvantage compared
with the other States. I will quote a list of the
percentage increases in different categories for all
the States. I believe they will be revealing to
members in this House. In the area of public
transport, which I will not go into because Mr
Dans has touched on it, this State received a
grant of $10 million. I think we would all agree
that sum of money is below what is needed for our
State transport system.

In the category of "urban local roads" the
percentage increase of each State was: New South

Wales, 61 per cent; Queensland, 73 per cent;
South Australia, 100 per cent; Tasmania, 233 per
cent; and Western Australia, 72.9 per cent.
Western Australia 'is not quite the lowest, but
very near it. The Federal Minister did not give the
percentage increase for Victoria;, perhaps that
State did not receive one.

The Hon. D. J1. Wordsworth: Those figures are
for a specific purpose, for a'particular category.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I did say it
was for urban local roads.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: I wished to
emphasise that.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I thought I
had emphasised it.

In the area of "rural arterial roads" in which I
thought the Government would make a
particularly strong effort to see there was a
considerable increase to the State, the percentages
for the States were: New South Wales, 16.7 per
cent; Victoria, a massive 158 per cent;
Queensland, 9 3 per cent; South A ust ralIia, 112 per
cent; Tasmania, 20 per cent; and Western
Australia, 17.5 per cent.

Again, it can be seen that Western Australia
compares very badly with most of the other
States. New South Wales was the lowest, but only
a little behind Western Australia. In the area of
"rural local roads", again an area in which one
would have expected this Government to make
strenuous efforts following its claims to look after
the interests of the rural people, the pericentages
were: New South Wales, 39 per cent; Victoria, 78
per cent; Queensland, 33.33 per cent; South
Australia, 26.4 per cent; Tasmania, 20 per cent;
and Western Australia, a very humble 18.7 per
cent-in fact, the lowest.

I cannot believe Western Australia rates so
poorly just because it is Western Australia. One
would have to say that the Minister has niot
represented this State effectively in order fur us to
achieve the low increase compared with all the
other States.

In a statement made by the Hon. P. J. Nixon,
the Federal Minister for Transport, on the 5th
December last, a very sad reflection was cast on
the activities of Mr Wordsworth, our State
Minister for Transport. He said-

I was unable to approve the allocation of
the last $5.31 million until the W.A.
Minister for Transport, Mr Wordsworth, had
submitted a full programme for rural local
roads for the whole year. I received this
recently.

In this matter the Minister had been unduly
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laggard in putting forward that programme. I do
not think his Federal colleague would adopt such
an altitude otherwise.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsw~orth: You realise that is
money allocated to local government. I think you
could have ascertained we would be debating the
Bill in this House.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I have read
out to the House the categories; I do not want to
go into all the detail. A good proportion of some
of these funds goes to local government,
particularly for rural local roads. That is the
category we are talking about. The Minister is
right, the bulk of the money goes to local
authorities, but it is the responsibility of the
Minister to see the figures are supplied and the
estimates are sent forward. He seems to want to
duck-shove his responsibilities hack to the local
authorities,

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: I am not duck-
shoving.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The other day
we heard the Minister making statements about
what good fellows they were in local government.
I conclude my remarks on that point, and I
support the Bill before the House.

THE HON. F. E. McKENZIE (East
Metropolitan) [5.55 p.m.]: There are a couple of
matters I want to mention whilst speaking to the
Supply Bill. Firstly, there is the problem I find ir.
relation to the winding up of the first part of this
session of Parliament. Bills are coming through at
a fairly rapid rate, and some of them are
important. For instance, we have to deal with
Bills relating to water rating, the Commonwealth
and State Housing Agreement, and workers'
compensation.

The problem facing new members is that there
is insufficient time to go into Bills which intend to
introduce such drastic changes as I believe they
will. There are drastic changes in each of the
three Bills, but one will not have an opportunity
to go through them comprehensively and study
their effects. For that reason I believe the
Government of the day, in future, should
i troduce important Bills ear'y in the session and

not at the last moment when we are rushing to
finish on a deadline. In fact, I would prefer to see
the House sit next week in order to give us an
opportunity to study the Bills properly.

We are supposed to be a House of Review. The
Bills are hastened through at the other place, but
I see no reason to hasten them through here.

The Hon. D. i. Wordsworth: We are not
hastening anything.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The Government
is hastening the legislation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We will sit next
week if you so desire.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I am quite happy
to come back next week.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Then let us carry
on quietly, provided your leader is in full
agreement. You had better have a word with him.
It will cause me no worry; we have to be here
anyway.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: My leader is
aware of my views on this matter.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Let us get it quite
clear. I understood it was a mutual arrangement
by everybody that we would like to Finish
tomorrow. However, probably the most
unconcerned members are those in the Ministry.

The IHIn. F. E. McKENZIE: There is no
mutual agreement with me.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are a very
mutual fellow; I thought you were in the
arrangement, automatically!

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I do not want to
be difficult.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is a matter
for you to discuss with Mr Dans.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask the honourable
member to address the Chair.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I do not know
why the Government should plan a date for the
end of this part of the session, and why it should
expect some fairness on the part of the Opposition
to see that its plans are carried out on the due
date.

Early in this session we dealt with many Bills of
little or no significance. We now have these
important measures before us, containing major
changes, and we are dealing with them in the last
week of the autumn part of the sitting; if the
target date is to be adhered to. That is what we
are objecting to. We will deal with amendments
to the Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement, and this Bill will have a great effect
on the electors that I represent.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable
member is not allowed to refer to that Bill in this
debate. He may refer to the subject matter of this
Bill, but not to legislation not presently before the
Chair.

The IHon. F. E. McKENZIE: What I amntrying
to point out is the haste with which we are being
asked to consider the Bills, including the Supply
Bill.
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The Hon. G. E. Masters: You can talk on that
as long as you like.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I understand the
Supply Bill gives us an opportunity to speak on
matters of concern to us, and in this instance I
wish to voice my disapproval of the haste with
which we are forced to deal with important
legislation. I thought I ought to preface my
remarks in that fashion, because I am
experiencing difficulty in trying to absorb all that
is coming through. It may be all right for
members who have been in this Chamber for
many years, but it is difficult for new members to
understand fully all the information that is being
presented.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You would have
known the Supply Bill was coming on. You could
have produced something for that, surely!

The IHon. F. E. McKENZIE: I did not expect
the Supply Bill to be introduced in this part of the
session. I thought that it would be introduced
during the latter part, and there would be plenty
of time to prepare a speech. However, I will not
pursue the matter; I have said all I wish to say
about that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Incidentally, we
always have the opportunity to speak on the
Budget papers, you know.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Yes.
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You will have

that opportunity in the second half of this session.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I thank the

Leader of the House fdr advising me of that fact.
I can prepare for that also.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: It will give you two or
three months; you will make a marvellous speech.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Really you are
getting an excellent opportunity.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: All l am saying is
that important legislation ought to be brought
forward at an earlier stage.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I will leave the
Chair so that members can carry on their
conversation.

Sitting suspended from 6.03 to 730 p.m.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I wish now to

refer to Westrail's latest decision in respect of the
Closure of the parcels forwarding and receiving
depot in Perth. When I made my maiden speech
in the House last year, I drew members' attention
to the possibility that the Perth parcels depot as
we knew it eventually would cease to operate.
This statement has been borne out by subsequent
events. It is to become a small depot which will

receive parcels up to 20 kilograms in weight.
However, if a person has more than six such
parcels, or if they are in excess of that maximum
weight, he is required to take them out to
Kewdale.

This is another example of something being
imposed upon the community by Westrail of
which the community is not in favour. It will
mean an increasing burden on people living in
country areas, because the cost of railing parcels
to people in the country will increase due to the
added burden of the additional journey which will
be required of business firms which must
transport their parcels out to Kewdale.

The Commissioner for Railways replied that
the move was an endeavour to centralise the
services at Kewdale. It seems to me that the move
must have had the support of the Government,
otherwise the Minister would have intervened. We
often hear in this House about centralist
Governments. I wonder why on this occasion the
Government is so keen to centralise the services of
Westrail, rather than retain them at decentralised
locations where they are available to the public
and are a benefit to the community. It seems to
me that the Government's criticism of centralism
applies only to Governments in Canberra. The
Government is critical of centralism except when
it comes to business propositions by departments
the Government administers.

A much more sensible course of action, bearing
in mind that the new cultural centre will require
the present location of the Perth parcels office,
would be for Westrail to utilise the 1.3 hectares
which is situated very close to Perth and has had
a "for sale" sign on it for a long time. In fact, I
made this suggestion in my maiden speech and
even earlier. The site is close to the city centre
and is bounded by Nash Street, Short Street,
Lord Street and Moore Street, alongside the
current railway line. For the lire of me, I cannot
see why that 1.3 hectares or land could not be
utilised for a parcels depot; it would service not
only the business community in the city block but
also the people who reside in areas to the north
and west or the city.

At present, there are one or two depots
decentralised at Maylands and Subiaco which will
also accept these small parcels, but I do not know
for how long they will continue to operate. If the
present trend continues, eventually the entire
parcels traffic will be directed to Kewdale. This
will create escalating problems by forcing people
away from the rail services. Bigger and better
roads will have to be constructed to service an
expanding Kewdale terminal, resulting in an extra
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financial burden on the Government . and,
ultimately, the people using the parcels service.

This leads me to the last subject I wish to raise
tonight. I refer to the current proposal to convert
Orrong Road into a six-lane highway. The
proposal is that the entire length of Orrong Road,
from Great Eastern Highway to Kewdale, be
upgraded. There has been a lot of controversy in
the newspapers in recent times over this proposal,
and an Orrong Road action committee has been
formed for the sole purpose of trying to persuade
the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority to
alter its plans to enable the 136 houses which are
scheduled for demolition to be retained. These
people are hoping the MRPA will downgrade the
proposal for a six-lane highway to a comprormi.se
four-lane highway, which the residents say they
are prepared to accept.

I attended a meeting at the Belmont Shire
Council the other night, along with some 90 other
people who were there for the purpose of hearing
the shire council debate this proposal. I took
special note of what Councillor Coffey had to say
on the matter. He said that the residents were
being ill-advised and it would be in their interests
to sell their properties to the MRPA or the Main
Roads Department, and get out. He said he had
had a similar experience when he was living along
Great Eastern Highway, and that if Orrong Road
were widened and became even a four-lane
highway the noise, fumes and other vehicle
pollution eventually would drive the people out,
anyway.

In a reply to a question I asked in the House
about this matter it was revealed that the six-lane
highway is not likely to be required for at least 15
years. I did not want to be involved in a
controversy which would extend over that length
of time, so I thought I would make a plea to the
Ministers concerned on behalf of the home owners
in Orrong Road, so that if they wanted to quit
their properties the MRPA or the MRD would
resume them. I asked whether the Minister would
give an undertaking that the MRPA or the MRD
would purchase the properties at unaffected
market value upon a request by the owners.

I received a reply which quoted the section of
the Town Planning Act providing for this to
happen. However, unfortunately this does not
happen in practice, because the MRPA or the
MRD will not purchase those properties unless
the residents advance a very good reason for them
to do so. I suppose then there would be some
possibility of a purchase. However, the relevant
departments do not simply purchase them on the
request of the owners. Even if they receive a
valuation from the Public Works Department

they will not pay out the money without some
explanation.

In many cases, the departments do not want to
purchase the properties at that time; they would
prefer to wait until they eventually decided that
the road was going through, at which time the
properties would be purchased.

However, the implementation of the six-lane
proposal is some I5 years hence. Most of the
people living in Orrong Road probably would be
in their early 50s and older. Naturally, they are
concerned about their future, because if their
properties are resumed when they are on the
pension it will be so much harder for them to
relocate themselves elsewhere and pay off another
mortgage. I can see a long struggle over this
matter. I do not know whether the residents of
Orrong Road will be prepared to fight for 15
years. I certainly believe time is on their side,
because the trend in other States is to a gradual
curtailing of freeway development. It may well be
that in I5 years' time the policy of the day will
dictate that the six-lane highway be not proceeded
with.

I should like to give notice to the House that, as
this falls into part of my electorate, I have no
doubt I shall become involved in the problems
that arise. [f it is the desire of the people that I
take action on their behalf in order to assist them
I shall certainly try to do so. As I see the situation
at the present time the only course of action
available is to endeavour to have the whole
project scrapped. I do not believe that the
proposition that a four-lane highway be built
should proceed. I believe that would only
exacerbate the problem. I would rather see the
whole proposal in relation to the six-lane highway
abandoned.

I was out of the Chamber for a very brief
period when members were expressing their
thanks to Mr John Roberts. I heard most of the
debate, but I did not have an opportunity to say a
few words at that time, because I was absent on
urgent business for a short period. As one of the
newer members of Parliament, I should like to say
from the time I was elected-

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Mr Oliver spoke
on your behalf.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I thank Mr
MacKinnon, but perhaps I could say a few words
from this side of the House.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: An occasion was
offered to you to do that.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: You go right ahead.
because I am going to contribute.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: As a new

member I appreciated the offer of assistance
made to me by Mr Roberts. 1 realise that he has
been a very valuable staff member throughout the
long period or time he has been employed here.
Certainly when I had problems in respect or
setting up an electoral office, he did all he could
to ensure the office was opened shortly after the
21st May, the date on which I officially became a
member of Parliament. Had it not been for the
efforts or Mr Roberts I may well have lost the
opportunity of having the office located in the
position of my choice which, I believe, is an ideal
location.

Of course, 1 regard electorate offices as being
very important, because they offer an opportunity
to the public to take advantage of a service which
might cost them dearly if they Were forced to go
to an area where charges are made. The
Parliament provides that service to the public by
allowing members to have electorate offices.

I support the remarks made by the members
who spoke when I was in the Chamber in respect
of Mr Roberts.

I support the Bill.

THE HON. G. E. MASTERS (West) [7.48
p.m.]: I should like to say a few words about the
education system and the problems encountered
as a result of the lack of employment for teachers
in some areas. I am sure we all agree it is
unfortunate that a large number of trained
teachers are unemployed at the present time. It
must have been obvious to all concerned, and it
was certainly obvious to most members of the
public, that this situation would occur. It is
obvious also that over a period of years the
situation has become increasingly worse. It
seemed to me that teachers were on what we
could call "a good wicket"; they had a very good
job; they had security of employment; and they
received a reasonably high salary. As a result,
more and more youngsters from the schools went
into the educational system to become teachers.

It appears the Education Department is
employing teachers not only on their academic
qualifications, but also on their merits. In other
words, teachers are being employed on their
ability to teach youngsters. I believe this is very
important.

I should like to go a little further and say not
only should teachers be accepted on merit and on
their ability to train and teach, but the Education
Department should insist also that teachers who
seek promotion prove themselves to be worthy of
it. if teachers do not prove themselves and are not

successful they should not receive promotion. If
teachers are incapable or show bad results they
should be replaced by younger people who appear
to possess the merit and the ability to teach and
train.

In some cases I believe teachers have had it too
good for too long. In the future teachers must
perform if they are to obtain jobs and keep them.
I am aware of the importance of teachers in our
community. In most cases they are dedicated and
they are training our youngsters for the
future-your youngsters, Sir, and mine-and we
are giving them this important job and selecting
them accordingly. As I see it, the policy of this
Government has been consistent with that of
other Governments over past years, both Labor
-and Liberal-National Country Party
Governments in this State and other States.

In other States, as well as in WA, Governments
have concentrated on improving the education
system. In 1976 approximately 25 per cent of the
total expenditure of the State Government was
taken up by education, Indeed, I believe the
expenditure amounted to $258 million which is a
very large sum. In 1977 this trend continued. The
State Government has continually upgraded the
education system and pursued a policy of going
forward in that respect.

On a number of occasions in this House it has
been pointed out-and it has been pointed out
also in other areas-that a large number or
teachers are unemployed. I should like to say that
the number of unplaced teachers who graduated
in 1976 amounts to 42 at the present time. The
1977 unplaced graduates total 620. Of the 42
unplaced graduates from 1976 many were
restricted in their availability; in other words that
might mean because their wives were working, or
for one of a number of other reasons, they were
unable to go to country areas.

The Hon. D. K. Dons: What about the invalid
mothers they had to look after, too?

The Hion. G. E. MASTERS: It could be-
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is taken into

account.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: As Mr
MacKinnon said, as an expert and one of the best
Education Ministers we have had for many
years-

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: What do you
mean by "one of the best"?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: We have another
Minister who is very good. He has yet to be
judged. I will not judge him before he has
performed.
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The Hon. D. K. Darts: Do not assassinate your
leader by flattery.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I am not
assassinating him. I sometimes need his help.

Many of the 42 unplaced teachers lack the
merit rating required in the education system.
The majority of the 620 graduates from 1977
eventually will be absorbed. A number of them
will fall by the wayside for the same reasons that
a small number fell by the wayside in 1976.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: How many of the 600-
odd would you say will fall by the wayside?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I would not
hazard a guess. It depends on a large number of
factors.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Why would they fall by
the wayside-because they are not good enough?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: In some cases
they are not good enough and in other cases no
jobs are available. I will make that point later on.
It is a fact of life that at the present time there
are too many trained teachers for the system to
absorb and we are having difficulty in placing
them.

The Hon. D. K. Dants: Would you say that is
lack of economic planning?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: It may well be.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: In the fulness of time

you will come to realise this.
The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I am not arguing

with that. I am making the point that a number of
trained teachers as yet are not employed in the
education system or in any part of the teaching
profession. I feel very sorry for them and I hope
this problem will be overcome in the future to a
large extent.

I believe the Government is employing the
maximum number of teachers possible and it is
employing teachers to the limit of available
finance. Of course, finance is always at limiting
factor and I am sure members opposite will agree.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Yes; it is.
The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: The Government

cannot continue allocating finance without taking
into account other public necessities such as
health care, welfare and the other requirements in
the State.

I believe the public is now looking closely at the
expenditure on education. I believe members of
the public feel as I do that it has gone far enough.
I am sure we can go on and on putting too much
into the system and perhaps gravitate towards
quantity rather than quality. We should be

looking towards quality of teaching rather than
anything else at this time.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Why do you not kill the
mothers and fathers? Then we would not need to
have teachers. That would be a good idea; kill the
children at birth!

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Mr Dans is trying
to help me fill in time and certainly is not serious.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am trying to overcome
an economic problem for the Government.

The Hon. 0. E. MASTERS: I do not believe
the proposition advanced by Mr Dans will do
that. It would not solve the problem at all.

I am pointing out that the public is now looking
towards quality rather than quantity and the huge
amount of money pouted into education year in
and year out must be examined more closely.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Quality demands smaller
classes.

The lHon. G. E. MASTERS: I believe there is a
great deal of wastage of materials in the schools. I
have visited some schools which lack some of the
essential requirements; but in other areas there is
wastage on electronic equipment and
sophisticated gear which are not used to a
significant extent. I am sure Mr MacKinnon
would agree with me it is very difficult to control.
In many areas this equipment is wasted and in
fact it is never used.

The other point I should like to make in regard
to the wastage of money in the education system
concerns the type of buildings erected. Over the
past two years there has been a vast improvement
in the type of building. By that I mean money has
not been Poured into buildings in a wasteful
fashion. I believe over a period of years there has
been a tendency by the Public Works Department
architectural division to overdo the type and
quality of buildings to the extent that they
become monuments to the division. I am pleased
to see that the school buildings I have seen in
recent months have been built with a regard for
cost and sensible expenditure of available funds.
There are many ways in which savings can be
effected on buildings as a result of careful
planning and design.

We have a very pleasant climate in Western
Australia during most months of the year and
certainly in the past too much money has been
spent on school buildings in my electorate. Money
has been spent to the extent that the buildings are
luxurious.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: When you refer to the
climate, you should realise that a number of the
schools in the south-west lack heating.
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The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I am just saying
maybe too much emphasis has been placed on
what I would call overbuilt buildings in the near
metropolitan area to the detriment of the country
areas which need these facilities and which,
because of tack of funds, have not been able to
obtain them. I believe the situation has improved
greatly over recent months. The Education
Department has, to a certain degree, a lack of
control in the building of some new schools. I
know the department has an education vote which
gives it a certain amount of money to spend each
year and generally the department decides where
the schools will be built. However, once the
Education Department has made the decision, the
Public Works Department takes control of the
type of building for that particular school.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What you are saying is
there is a difference of opinion between the
Education Department and the architectural
division of the Public Works Department.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: In many cases
there could well be; but what I am saying is one
has to deal with two bureaucracies. Many of us
have been in the situation where we find part of
what we want is with the Education Department
and the other part is with the Public Works
Department. It seems to be a ridiculous situation
when the Education Department has a vote for
the year. It knows the amount of finance it can
spend. Surely a far better way of dealing with the
situation would be for the Education Department
to develop its own buildings by going out to
contract and tender.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: In other words, you
think the Public Works Department has got too
big to deal with all of these facets?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I am sure that is
so and I believe also the architectural division of
the Public Works Department has too much
control over such things as schools built and set
up by the Education Department. It would be far
better if the Education Department operated
with its own funds and built the schools on a
contract and tender basis. Private architects
experienced in development could be used.
competition would be involved, and possibly there
could be a regard and reward for designs and
composition. There would be a saving of money
for that reason.

I believe I have made the point in relation to
expenditure and the rather large wastage of
money in certain areas.

I will speak briefly on the subject of the State
School Teachers' Union, which has caused me
concern over the last few weeks. I must say I was

appalled by the recent comments of Mr Harry
Bennett, the president of the union. He seems to
be hell-bent on getting into the political arena,
and he is certainly misusing his position in the
teaching field. Many teachers disagree with his
views. He has set himself up as a spokesman for
the teachers, and his statements seem to go to the
extreme.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley interjected.
The IHon. G. E. MASTERS: I do not intend to

get into a name-calling debate with Mr Cooley
tonight. He can disagree if he wishes. I suggest I
was appalled at recent events, as I am sure that
Mr Cooley and the rest of his colleagues were. If
Mr Bennett wants to go along with the thinking
of Mr Cooley, that is his right. I have no doubt
that Mr Cooley knows him personally. However, I
believe Mr Bennett is getting into the political
arena more and more, and it is unfortunate
because of his profession. Most teachers would
prefer to stay out of that arena.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Three thousand
teachers turned up at the rally.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Mr Bennett has
made a vicious attack on Dr Mossenson, who has
done a wonderful job in the Education
Department. He is the Director-General of
Education, and he will continue to serve in that
category for some time.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You are making an
attack on Mr Bennett.

The Hon. 0. E. MASTERS: I am sorry to see
that Mr Bennett intends to become more and
more involved in the political and industrial
arena.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: You are appalled at
any industrial action.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I am sorry that
Mr Harry Bennett, in his role as President of the
Teachers' Union, is going to the schools,
denigrating the Minister, and encouraging the
teachers to take militant action. That is what he
has done.

I am expressing my views on education. I am
not denigrating Mr Bennett; I am simply saying
what he has been doing. I am surprised that
members opposite who are attempting to interject
would support his activities.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: I support his right
to say what he thinks.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I do not think it is
the right of the President of the Teachers' Union
to go around denigrating the Minister and
advocating militancy. He has gone to the schools
and told the teachers they should go on strike.
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Thank goodness, mast teachers are dedicated to
their profession. They have one thing in mind;
that is the education of the pupils in their schools.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: That does not mean
that anyone who goes on strike is not dedicated.
What nonsense!

The Hon. G. E. MA$STERS: Mr Bennett has
denigrated the Minister for Education, and he has
advocated militancy. That is a disgraceful
situation.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You have no
understanding of the position.

The H-on. G. E. MASTERS: I will draw the
attention of members to The Western TeacherOn page after page there is talk about teachers;
there is nothing at all about the pupils. The
articles are headed, "Unemployed teachers", "30
people to attend special courses," "Executive
action on conference resolutions", and so it goes
on page after page.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: What about
consultation on education policy?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is the union'
journal.

The Hero. G. E. MASTERS: It might be, but
one would think there would be some space
available for comment on the people who
formulate the education policy.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Which education
policy does the department want consultation on?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Consultation is
always available. Another heading refers to the
mass meeting which was held recently. We all
know about it. The report of the meeting appears
in the journal dated the 28th April, 1978.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You do not know.
You know absolutely nothing.

The Hon. 0. E. MASTERS: I thought I would
see members opposite nod their heads in
agreement when I said that I was appalled at the
actions of the president of the union.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Why should not the
president of the union criticise the Minister?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: He was
denigrating the Minister not criticising him. He
has been advocating strike action. Thank
goodness the teachers are dedicated to their
profession.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: How did he denigrate
the Minister?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! There are
far too many interjections.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: On page 2 of The
Western Teacher of Friday, the 28th April, 1978,

there appears an editorial drawing attention to
the mass meeting held by the teachers. However,
I will quote the editorial. It is headed "One voice"
and, in part, reads-

The solidarity displayed at Sunday's mass
meeting has sent a loud and clear message to
the Government and the Education
Department that teachers will no longer
tolerate the way they have been treated
recently.

How have they been treated? I would like to
know. The only thing I can see is that the teachers
have lost one day's holiday. That seems to be
more important to them than teaching in our
schools.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: What about
consultation?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: The article states
further-

On Sunday they spoke with one voice,
which made it clear that they would not
tolerate the loss of right of consultation with
the Education Department, or a worsening of
conditions.

There is plenty of consultation.
The Hon. Grace Vaughan: There is not. That is

what it is all about. Three thousand teachers
attended the mass meeting.

The Hon. 0. E. MASTERS: How many
teachers are there; does Mrs Vaughan know? I do
not deny the teachers the right to hold a meeting
but let us look at this so-called lack of
consultation, because it is not true. The fact is
that some of the members of the Teachers' Union
are more interested in the loss of one day's
holiday than in the training of the youngsters of
this State.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: That is absolute
nonsense.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: An article
appeared in The West Australian on the 1st May,
1978, which, in part, read-

Mr Jones said Mr Bennett had been
attempting to create the impression that no
consultation existed between the department
and the union

That is the point Mr Cooley made. To continue-
-but the union was represented on 26

working bodies.
The union had permanent representation

on the teachers' tribunal and its officers had
unrestricted access to the Director-General
of Education, Mr D. Mossenson.

There is no restriction to access. To continue-
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The union had already taken five
deputations to Dr Mossenson this year and
would take another tomorrow. 1 suggest the
Teachers' Union has ample access to the
Minister, and has access to the Director-
General of Education. They are able to reach
the director-general whenever they want to.

Surely the Minister and the Education
Department must have the ability to make
decisions of some sort at some time. It is all very
well for the Teachers' Union to approach the
Minister and expect him to make a decision in a
matter of days. When the Minister seeks a
decision, the union has to consult and it takes
weeks. There is difficulty in this area. I accept
that the Teachers' Union is responsible to its
members and must report to them in some way,
but it is unfair to expect the Minister to make a
decision immediately. The Minister and the
Director-General of Education are expected to
make decisions in the light of all the
circumstances, and having made a decision one
would expect the teachers to back them up.

I am surprised at the way Mr Bennett has
acted, and I hope the executive will look more
closely at what has happened with regard to strike
action in schools. I can think of nothing worse.
Fortunately, there is no way the Teachers' Union
will achieve strike action, because I believe 95 per
cent of the teachers are dedicated to their
jobs-the training of the youngsters of our State.
They want to turn out well educated children, for
which we are thankful.

There is a group seeking to use the teachers
more and more as a political tool in order to
embarrass the Minister and the Director-General
of Education. I hope the union will look closely at
the actions of its president, because he is doing
the union no good.

With those few remarks with regard to my
thoughts on what is happening in the educational
field, I say we must also look closely at the
continual training of more teachers, because at
this time we have far too many of them.

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOT (North-East
Metropolitan) [8.10 p.m.]: In supporting the Bill
I would like to say that like Mr McKenzie I did
not expect this measure to be introduced so soon.
We expected it later in the year. However, I
appreciate the opportunity to raise a few matters
tonight.

I will first oC all speak under the heading of
"Housing". I anm aware that another Bill is to
come forward on the subject of housing, which
will not deal with matters related to this subject.
However, at this stage I want to repeat what I

said during my Address-in -Reply speech; that is,
to urge the Government to make funds available
for those people who are disadvantaged. I refer to
those homeless people who are unable to obtain
decent accommodation for themselves,
particularly the homeless youth and the aged.

Soon after speaking in the Address-i n- Reply
debate, quite by chance I happened to be talking
to someone who mentioned that a study had been
made just recently of the homeless in Perth. I
asked the Minister to table the report, which he
was able to do. The report has proved to be very
interesting.

It is a study titled "Homeless in Perth, A Study
of the Lodging House Tenant". The study was
carried out by two people in our community and
child health services. One was Dr E. T. De Mel,
who is the Regional Medical Officer,
Metropolitan Region, Community Health
Section, Community and Child Health Services,
and Sister 3. E. Rucks, a public health field nurse
in the same department.

The study contains some worthi-while
information, and it supports exactly what I said
during my Address-in-Reply speech. The survey
shows that there is a need in this area. The survey
covered a sample of 127 people who lived in
boarding houses in the inner city areas of West
Perth, North Perth, Mt. Lawley, Highgate, Perth
central city, and East Perth.

The two people who carried out the survey were
able to ascertain that there were 150 registered
lodging houses with a licensed capacity to
accommodate 4 061 persons. The report also
states that the standard of the accommodation
ranged from clean and good to filthy and
dreadful.

The conclusion to the report states-
The problem of the homeless is a

legitimate and necessary area for
intervention by the State in conjunction with
local authorities and interested private
organisations who already have considerable
experience and expertise in dealing with
certain aspects of the problem. We consider
State intervention necessary because of the
magnitude of the problem and its
multifaceted nature which puts it beyond the
capabilities of local authorities and
charitable organisations to deal with
adequately and effectively.

Once again I ask the Government to set aside
funds in its next Budget to provide decent housing
for these people.

The next heading under which I wish to speak
is "Mental Health", certain aspects of which
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concern me. I will firstly refer to privately-run
hostels, for former mental health patients. In
1976 1 was made aware of the shocking conditions
which existed in some of these hostels, and I
raised the matter in this Chamber. It appeared
that at the time that the supervision of these
hostels by the Mental Health Services left a lot to
be desired despite the fact that the Government
paid a subsidy to them and they were getting
away with murder.

As a result of the controversy at the time,
regulations were introduced to govern the
functioning of the hostels. My purpose in raising
the matter tonight is to say I am concerned that
the regulations be policed properly, and that there
be adequate supervision of the running of the
hostels. I have heard rumblings, but at this stage I
am unable to present any evidence of
misdemeanours or problems in respect of the
running of the hostels. However, I ask that the
Government ensure the regulations are being
enforced and that the people who are forced to
live in the hostels receive a fair deal.

The next matter under the heading of "Mental
Health" is Swanbourne Hospital. I think the time
is long overdue for a new building to house the
500 patients at this hospital, which is incredibly
outdated and totally inadequate. Problems are
experienced with overcrowding and access for the
frail aged. The old wards are very difficult to heat
in the winter and to cool in the summer. The time
is long overdue for a new building to house these
people so they can live in dignity and comfort like
the rest of the community.

The third matter under this heading is
accommodation for intellectually handicapped
children. As a result of parents who have such
children raising the matter with me, I asked a
couple of questions in this Chamber recently. On
reading the answers to the questions one would
gain the impression that there are very few
problems and they would be overcome shortly
with the building of new facilities. However, on
talking to the parents of the children one gains a
very different picture.

I wonder whether enough is being done to
provide adequate support for these parents in the
way of both short-term and long-term
accommodation. Although most parents love their
children, irrespective of whether they are
physically or intellectually handicapped,' there
comes a breaking point in families, particularly if
the handicap is either severe or profound. Not
only can the mother suffer a mental or physical
breakdown but family relationships can become
very strained and other lives can be affected.

A service or facility must be available to
mothers of these children when the breaking point
is reached. In most cases it is needed only for a
very brief period to give the mother a rest, but the
facility must be available. The family must be
provided with back-up assistance, sometimes to
enable the mother to preserve her own sanity and
health. I ask the Government to ensure sufficient
funds are set aside in the next Budget to make
this assistance available when it is needed to all
parents of handicapped children.

The next matter I wish to raise is the Canning
Vale Prison. I referred to this matter in the
debate on the Appropriation Bill last year, when I
protested at the ridiculous sum of $5 000 which
had been made available for the current financial
year.

As I said at the time, we have in this State a
prison which has the distinction of being the
oldest maximum security prison in Australia. It
was established in 1855 as an imperial convict
depot. It is quite obvious that a modern institution
is needed. It must be built and will be built at
some stage. It is needed not only for the
maximum and medium security prisoners, but
particularly for the remand and assessment unit
and the unit for psychiatric cases.

The Government must realise the Fremantle
Prison needs to be replaced. New buildings must
be established sooner or later. The Government
must also realise its procrastination is costing the
State millions of dollars, and that if it went ahead
and made funds available for the building of the
prison it would also provide urgently needed jobs
in the building industry.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Which school in
your province will you give up as a contribution
towards the maximum security gaol?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: That is a silly
question.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is a perfectly
reasonable question.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The Government
can always find money for any causes it wishes to
support.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It has to cut out
something.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I have spoken
about the need for funds for all kinds of things,
but out of the blue the Government can find $15
million for housing. I am very concerned about
housing, but the Government can soon find money
if it makes up its mind the money is needed.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The $15 million
towards housing was a loan, not a gift.
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The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It is possible to
allocate a certain sum of money each year. It
must be provided. What do we do? Do we let it go
until it costs $40 million? It makes sense to
allocate so much each year for the progressive
establishment of this institution. The argument of
the Leader of the House is silly and invalid. We
do not drop one section of community needs to-

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: In my family
housekeeping I do.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I hope to see in
the next Budget a much larger allocation than
$5 000 towards the establishment of a new prison.

Finally, I want to deal with a very current
issue; that is, the very controversial and topical
question of drugs. We hear a great deal from
parliamentarians and others about the dangers of
illegal drugs and the need to control them, but we
do not hear very much about what they intend to
do and what is within their province to do about
some of the legal drugs, and particularly the two
most harmful ones, tobacco and alcohol.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Here comes a
reformed smoker, and I will support everything
you say.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Early this year I
asked in a question whether the Government
intended to do anything about banning cigarette
advertising, but I did not receive a very
satisfactory reply. For the benefit of members I
would like to quote part of the editorial which
appeared in the November issue of Cancer
Forum, which is produced by the Australian
Cancer Society. It is headed, "Politicians and
Lung Cancer" and says-

Lung Cancer is a medical problem which
has political, economic and social solutions.
However, in Australia the politicians who
have the power to achieve a fall in the death
rate from this disease have chosen instead to
dump the problem on the doctors who can at
the present time save only 5 out of every 100
lung cancer patients.

Evidence is beginning to appear in Norway
and elsewhere that firm action by
Government can reduce the tobacco
consumption rate; not by repressive
draconian measures, but simply by removing
the enticements to smoke.

The Norwegian Parliament introduced a
blanket ban on all forms of advertising and
promotion in 1970. This step was
accompanied by various other measures
including an education campaign.

The results of this far sighted action are
shown in Table I (see overleaf).

That table shows there was a dramatic drop. To
continue-

Norwegians have shown that whole steps
are the only ones that get anywhere.

At the State Government level (where the
Constitution lays down most of the
responsibility for Health) very little at all has
been done, apart from some minor tinkering
such as public transport bans on smoking and
warnings on cigarette packets.

The lesson that can be learned from
Norway is that smoking rates can be brought
down if a concerted effort is made at all
levels but most especially by Parliaments.

How much longer are State Governments
going to stand by and watch the people
expire? While the rest of the world tackles
this problem are our politicians going to sit
on their hands?

Members of Parliament must not be
frightened of tackling smoking. All our
surveys have shown that the majority of the
people (including a majority of the smokers)
want action and want it now.

I challenge the Government to do something
about this matter by introducing bans on the
advertising of tobacco products in this State, and
also to step up a positive education campaign. The
present education campaign is totally inadequate.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It stopped you
and me from smoking.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: That was
common sense.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: No it was not. It
was the campaign.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It was sheer
willpower. It is a very serious subject. We can be
very lighthearted and facetious about it but
evidence exists of' the terrible havoc it is wreaking
on young lives and of the lung cancer it causes.

It is all very well to be concerned about illegal
drugs but here is a legal drug about which we can
do something. We do not have to ban it but we
can do something to reduce the enticements to
take it up. Advertising has already been banned
on television. Why can we not ban advertising in
the Press? We have the power to do it. If we were
really dinkum we would do it. Are we afraid of
the tobacco companies, or are we afraid of losing
a bit of tax revenue?

The other drug which is ruining thousands of
lives is alcohol-another legal drug about which
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na-one seems to be prepared to do anything. A
spate of letters has recently appeared in the Press
protesting very strongly about the lenient
sentences imposed on people who have committed
violent crimes and who have excused their crimes
by saying they were under the influence of alcohol
at the time. I agree with those sentiments. Why
should we treat a person who has committed a
vicious, violent crime more leniently because he
says he was drunk at the time?

The problem is much wider than this. It is the
whole question of alcohol consumption in our
community, and I am becoming increasingly
alarmed at the young lives which are being ruined
through alcohol. In many cases alcohol is
responsible for rape, violence, traffic accidents,
unwanted pregnancies, and general ill health. The
tragedy of it is that these days young people seem
to have nowhere to go to meet other young people
where there is not alcohol available in large
quantities.

It upsets me to see what is happening at
Rottnest. I am a great fan of Rottnest and go
there frequently, but it upsets me to see that the
pub on Rottnest Island is the only place where
young people can go. I used to go there when I
was young and there was always a dance, with a
band from Perth, where the young people could
congregate on holidays, particularly on New
Year's Eve. Today there is nowhere for young
people to go on New Year's Eve except to the
pub, and when the pub closes they take a carton
of cans back to a bungalow.

Also, in the metropolitan area in my younger
days I used to be very fond of dancing, and one
could go to the Embassy Ballroom or to
Canterbury Court where no alcohol was on sale,
and where one could have a very good time
without alcohol.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You could take your
own.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: One could not
take alcohol to the Embassy Ballroom unless one
was going to a ball. One could not take it to a
public dance.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Miss Mac would
throw you out pretty smartly.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Where can young
people go now if they are not interested in
drinking? Their options are very limited.
Wherever young people go nowadays they are
under pressure to get boozed, which is the
expression used. Why has this evolved over such a
fairly brief period? As I have said, I am not all
that old.
($I)

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: We accept that;
no-one as good looking as you could be very old.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It is not so long
ago that young people could go to public places
such as dances without being encouraged to drink
alcohol as part of the outing. I think this practice
has evolved as a result of the brain-washing
carried out over the decades by the liquor
industry which has convinced young people that it
is smart and glainorous to drink. Also, it is due to
the good old Australian ethic that to be a man
one has to be able to hold one's liquor.

No doubt other members have received a letter
from the WA Temperance Alliance. It was sent
some months ago, and attached to the letter is an
extract from the report of the Senate Standing
Committee on Social Welfare entitled, "Drug
Problems in Australia-an Intoxicated Society?"
Remember it is not the WA Temperance Alliance
saying this, but the Senate Standing Committee,
and under the heading, "The Dimensiop' s of a
National Disaster", the following is stated-

Alcohol is the major drug of abuse in
Australia. It now constitutes a problem of
epidemic proportions.

Faced with the summary below of the
extent of the alcohol problem in Australia
today, any failure by governments or
individluals to acknowlege that a major
problem-and potential national disaster-is'
upon us would constitute gross
irresponsibility.

The committee, at the outset, calls for the
immediate development of a national
response to the challenge of alcohol abuse in
Australia. Such a response will need to
involve all governments at all levels, the
health and legal professions, law enforcement
agencies, industry, trade unions, business and
community groups, the liquor industry itself,
social welfare groups and agencies, and every
member of the Australian community at
large.

Just consider some of the statistics of what
happens as a result of the consumption of alcohol.
They are as follows-

Alcohol has been a major factor causing the
deaths of over 30,000 Australians in the last
ten years.
Deaths from cirrhosis of the liver have risen
75 per cent in the last ten years.
From 1965 to 1976, the per capita increase in
the consumption of beer has been 27 per
cent, of wine 122 per cent and of spirits 50
per cent.
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Over one quarter of a million Australians can
be classified as alcoholics.
One million two hundred thousand
Australians are affected personally or in their
family situations by the abuse of alcohol.
One in very five of our hospital beds is
occupied by a person suffering from the
adverse effects of alcohol.
Two of every five divorces or judicial
separations result from alcohol-induced
problems.
In 1972-73, problems directly related to
alcohol including industrial accidents and
absenteeism, cost the national economy more
than $500 million.

That figure is probably much greater today. It
continues-

Some 73 per cent of the men who have
committed a violent crime had been drinking
prior to the commission of the crime.
Alcohol is associated with half the serious
crime in Australia.
Alcoholism among the young is increasing
dramatically and as many as 10 per cent of
school children between the ages of 12 and
17 get very drunk at least once a month.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: How would they
ascertain that?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: This is a very
responsible Senate Standing Committee, and no
doubt it has means of research available to it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon; How would you
go about ascertaining that?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: There are
methods of research in different situations, just as
there are methods of conducting opinion polls in
Australia by polling about 1 000 people, or even
less; and those polls always seem to be very
accurate. There are ways and means of
ascertaining these things. Mr MacKinnon need
not ask me. how it is done; I accept what the
committee has said.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Don't you think
you should find out how they did it?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Mr President, the
Leader of the House really is the last word! I am
trying to make a point on a serious matter and all
he can think of is to throw in an irrelevant
suggestion like that.

I will not quote all the recommendations of this
committee, because many of them involve the
Federal Government. However, one of the
recommendations was as follows-

That State Governments and local

government authorities be encouraged to ban
the advertising of alcoholic beverages.

We just cannot keep on closing our eyes to this
sort of thing. It is quite silly to talk about illegal
drugs and what we should do about that matter
when here we have a drug which is doing
tremendous damage to young people in this
country. We can do something about it. I am not
suggesting that we introduce prohibition, but we
should ban the advertising of alcohol.

Surely, as I have pointed out already, in the last
20 years it has been the glamourisation of alcohol
which has encouraged young people to think it is
smart to drink. That must have played an
important part in increasing the number of young
people who drink and the volume of alcohol they
consume. Here again, I challenge the Government
to take the first positive step to retrieve the
situation, and that is to ban all forms of
advertising of alcohol.

That is all I wish to say. I support the Bill.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West) 18.37
p.m.1: We are now dealing with the Supply Bill
which is, of course, related to money matters; and
I feel it may be appropriate if I make some
comments concerning aspects of Western
Australia which have in the past drawn on public
moneys and will continue to do so in the future. I
refer particularly to the effects of cyclone "Alby"
and the very strong, damaging winds which
resulted from it just a few weeks ago.

It is well known that the conditions resulting in
that disaster occur extremely rarely in this part of
the world; and thank goodness for that.
Nevertheless, storms resulting from cyclone
"Alby' caused a great deal of damage.

Iwould like to pay tribute to some of the people
who assisted the community during that trying
time. I refer specifically to employees of the State
Energy Commission; employees of the Public
Works Department; police officers; RTA officers;
the State Emergency Service; members of the
Army; councillors, staff, and employees of the
various shire councils throughout the south-west
region; Forests Department officers and many
others.

One of the main avenues of assistance during
the traumatic experience of that night fell to the
lot of Radio 6TZ-CI-NA of Bunbury. In fact,
that radio station became the nerve centre co-
ordinating the relief measures in a large area of
the south-west. I pay particular tribute to the.
staff of the radio station for the part they played
during the desperate hours-and indeed they were
desperate for some people-of that night.
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I pay tribute also to the regional administrator
for the south-west (Mr Peter Beeson) and his
staff. Associated with his efforts were, of course,
the officers of the Department of Agriculture, the
Rural and Industries Bank, and others. In the
conditions that were experienced during that
night and the period of days following, a very
important amount of excellent work was done by
welfare organisations which are too numerous to
mention. The people associated with those
organisations did a tremendous job.

Cyclone "Alby's" storms created havoc in a
number of ways: flooding by seawater;
devastating fires; and tremendously strong winds
which damaged hundreds of miles of country
right throughout the south-west region.

It has been my pleasure to be associated with a
number of relief measures. One of the first
measures to be put into operation was the
personal distress relief fund administered by
committees established at Bunbury and Albany. I
pay tribute to the work of those committees for
the immediate assistance they gave to those
people who needed immediate help to replenish
their larders, to obtain essential bedding and
clothing, and to meet other needs. I give top
marks to the people involved in that operation.

There are other relief measures. Long-term
loans have been made available for both rural and
secondary industries and for small businesses.
Also there is the Lord Mayor's Relief Fund. All
these play their part in assisting the community to
get back onto its feet.

I am particularly concerned about the long-
term effects of the damage throughout the south-
west region. When one speaks of damage caused
by a disaster of this nature, one can readily
identify the damage done by strong winds to
structures such as homes, sheds, fences, and the
like; one can readily identify damage done to
properties by fire, whether it be the loss of fences,
pasture, timber, or stock; and one can readily
identify the damage resulting from flooding by
seawater. Accordingly, having identified the
damage caused by the storm it is relatively easy to
provide relief measures for the people it has
affected.

However, what concerns me even more js the
long-term effect, especially on rural holdings, and
certainly on a number of commercial enterprises,
which, because of losses as a result of the storm,
will be disadvantaged financially for some time.

Let me illustrate it this way: rural properties at
best were sandblasted and at worst were
devastated by fire. A lot of properties lost
valuable topsoil from their paddocks. When the

topsoil was carried away it also carried away in
almost every case a quantity of superphosphate,
and it certainly carried away the seed lying in the
soil. However, worst of all is the fact that the vital
topsoil itself was carried away. Therefore, it will
be realised that properties which have lost their
topsoil will need to be rehabilitated.

This involves the expense of employing
machines and manpower to treat the soil; in many
cases it means purchasing more superphosphate
and trace elements. Certainly it involves the
purchase of pasture seed.

Having done that the people on the land rely on
the elements for germination to allow a good
spread of pasture, but in my experience it takes a
good two years, or more in some cases, to
establish a good body of pasture to provide an
adequate carrying capacity for livestock. So we
have seen not only damage to buildings but also
loss of productivity, which cannot be identified in
the days immediately following a disaster such as
cyclone "Alby".

Similarly, there have been losses of potato
crops. If they have not been lost entirely, certainly
production per acre has been drastically reduced
as a result of wind blasting, sandblasting, or botht
This is again a direct loss to the potato grower.

A similar situation obtains in regard to fruit
growing in that orchardists who lost fruit off trees
have suffered a direct loss. A lot of fruit was
damaged and even if it was salable after the storm
the growers received reduced prices for it. Many
orchards were blasted to the extent that many
trees have been killed and need to be replaced for
future production. This takes time. Even if the
trees have not been completely destroyed, many
have been partially damaged. Bearing in mind
that the storm came in the main from the north-
west, trees were severely blasted on their north-
westerly aspect.

I have seen trees in the south-west which have
been blasted in this way and it is quite remarkable
that trees under this sort of stress have the habit
of surviving, just as other living things do. One
can go to the south-west today and see fruit trees
which have had the old folliage stripped on one
side, but new growth is sprouting and the trees
are flowering out of season.

This means that there will be no commercial
production of fruit from trees thus affected in the
coming season and there is no surety of
production in the season after that. Here again
the intangible result is that no-one can accurately
assess the loss of productivity in this situation.

All this means that the rural community across
the board in the south-west will be severely
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disadvantaged in the long term. If rural producers
wish to stay in business on their properties this is
a situation they will be forced to endure. Whereas
there are avenues of financial relief to a degree to
overcome the stress on their operations, there is
no way in the world they can be fully
recompensed for the loss of productivity in the
years ahead.

The mere fact that so many trees were snapped
off, uprooted, or thrown about by the wind will
create future fire hazards. One need only travel
throughout the South-West today to see the mess
which is lying around as a result of fallen trees,
flying branches, and the rubbish piled up against
fences and in other places. This will create a fire
hazard not only next summer but also in seasons
to come, because this sort of rubbish cannot be
cleaned up in one season. Rural property holders
and other citizens of the south-west will face an
increased fire hazard during the next few years
from this factor alone.

I am stressing my concern in this way, because
the whole rural community-and I include people
living in these areas who are not necessarily
directly involved with agriculture-will be
financially disadvantaged. It is well known that
when the rural sector suffers in this way the whole
community feels the effect. I am quite certain
that the south-west is capable, willing, and able to
bounce back to prosperity over a period of time.
That is the nature of the area and the nature of
the people in the area.

I just wish to record that the people of Western
Australia need to realise that although relief
measures are being utilised-and thank goodness
they are-in themselves they are not enough to
fully recompense the whole range of people who
have been financially disadvantaged as a result of
this unusual natural disaster.

It seems to me that the loss of productivity will
affect the area in a great many ways, and I have
mentioned some of them. We know that it will not
dampen the spirit of the people, and the help that
has been forthcoming to the south-west is readily
acknowledged by the people in the distressed
areas.

It is often said that we perform better and
nearer to our capacity under emergency
conditions and stress. That is fairly true of the
human race and the present circumstances are no
exception. Out of every disaster there comes some
benefit, and in this case the benefit has been the
wholehearted community effort within the
affected areas and the wholehearted response
from the rest of Western Australia. One is very
grateful for the many expressions of sympathy

that have come from so many people in so many
places in support of the various relief appeals.

I know from my own experience of the natural
disaster that the emergency services were not 100
per cent efficient. How could they be in such a
situation, because never before have we
experienced this sort of disaster? I am sure we
will all learn very telling lessons from this
experience. I know with certainty that the State
Emergency Service and everyone, from
individuals to organisations, associated with
running a community will learn from this
experience and will be better equipped in the
future to handle whatever comes.

One never knows exactly what the situation will
be or how people will react until a disaster strikes.
Perhaps one of the most telling disadvantages of
the recent disaster was the loss of
communications. I know this problem has been
carefully looked at by the people in authority and
by other individuals, and I am certain that it will
be improved tremendously and, hopefully,
completely overcome.

I also pay tribute to the CB radio operators
who played a very vital part in some areas of the
South-West.

I do not wish to delay the House longer but I
feel that this matter is of great moment not only
to those of us who are associated with the south-
west but also to the whole of Western Australia.
We know full well that disasters strike in other
parts of Western Australia, particularly the north
and northi-west, during the cyclone season, for
example. The people of the south generally are
now more able to understand the traumatic
experiences which other people in other regions of
the State endure sometimes;, and it is a great
benefit to have this understanding.

One problem which arose from this disaster was
that practically no warning was given, although I
do not know whether much more could have been
done in view of the overall circumstances. In the
flooded area of Bun bury people were evacuated
from their houses through the back door as water
was coming in through the front.

I believe the south-west will bounce back. I am
grateful to the people of Western Australia for
the support they have given to those who were
aggrieved. This indicates to me that Governments
will have a continuing part to play in providing
finance in a number of areas. One could refer to a
number of issues such as beach erosion, of which
there is a great deal, loss of roads and highways,
and so on. When dealing with the State's finance
contained in the Supply Bill these are the sorts of
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things that Governments are called upon to
supply at short notice.

It is all very well for us to spend more money
on public buildings, whether they be schools,
hospitals, or whatever, but in every programme of
public spending there must be a priority. When
natural disasters strike there is an immediate
drain on State finances, because the people
affected by natural disasters have priority over all
things. Therefore, I fully support the Bill, because
it enables the State to function in the interests of
the community.

THE HON. TOM McNEIL (Upper West)
[8.57 p.m.]: In rising to support the Supply Bill I
wish to take the opportunity of expressing some
concern about this so-called "State of
excitement". It appears that one need only pick
up a daily newspaper to gain an insight into the
situation which exists in the city at night and the
squad which has been formed to fight city
muggers. About 10 or 12 nights ago a young
fellow was chased along the city streets and up a
dark alleyway where he was thrown off a stairway
and kicked and beaten into unconsciousness. This
is not an isolated incident.

Several weeks ago in Gosnells there was mob
violence and the police were unable to regai n
control of some prisoners who eventually had to
give themselves up. I shall not discuss that matter
any further, because now that those people have
been apprehended they have to face a court. But
it appears that our very way of life is being
threatened by people who consider it to be their
God-given right to go down the street and to
molest innocent people going about their normal
business. They interfere with property and they
have no respect for law and order.

When these people appear before the courts
every consideration is given to making certain
that the sentences they receive are lenient. People
have been interfered with, threatened, abused,
hurt, and in some instances killed. Twelve months
ago a part-Aboriginal who had run down the
street for his life finished up by being killed. As
the Hon. Lyla Elliott mentioned, it would appear
that if a person has taken drink or is at a certai n
age he is bound to be leniently dealt with by the
courts.

I believe that the penalties handred down must
be far more realistic than they have been in the
past. Unlawful assault, rape, robbery with
violence, and the stealing of cars are all things we
have come to expect in our community. Every day
we see young fellows going about these nefarious
activities late into the night without their parents

seemingly being aware that they are even absent
from the home.

More recently, and introducing an international
flavour, we had drug runners and two elderly
women were found guilty and sentenced to 14
years' imprisonment. People wrote to the
newspapers and claimed that these ladies were far
too old to be gaoled and that the sentence was far
too severe. All I can say is, "What a lot of rot!"
These people had dealt in human misery and
would have gained $200 000 for bringing in a
caravan loaded with $12.5 million-worth of drugs.
I say that the 14-year sentence was too light.

The other incident involved a pilot who brought
in a plane through the north of our continent. If
he had been successful he would have acquired
the aeroplane and monetary concessions.

I believe that the Criminal Code is quite
adequate as it stands. The prescribed sentences
are quite fair, but in all circumstances it would
appear that the magistrates and juries are going
to great lengths to refer to extenuating
circumstances. As I said before, it comes back to
drink or age. When the final sentence is handed
down one must be a Philadelphia lawyer to
understand it. Three or four sentences are made
cumulative, and a minimum period is set before
parole. We are actually departing from the
seriousness of the crime committed. The public
should know exactly what sentence is imposed on
the people for the crimes they have perpetrated.
At the moment we pick up a paper and it takes us
half an hour to work out what sentence the
offenders will serve for the offence they have
committed.

I believe that in all instances we should study
the Criminal Code again and review the
maximum penalties in order to force the judiciary
into taking a firmer and more definite stand
against people who offend.

Before I conclude I wish to touch on the
barbarous incident in Rome involving Aldo Moro.
We have not had this type of tyranny enacted in
our State, but it is quite evident that the hijacking
and piracy which exist in Europe at the moment
could occur here.

Referring to drugs again, it was found that
Western Australia was a haven for drug offenders
from the Eastern States, because it was possible
to obtain drugs from chemist shops and it was
easy to rob one. Now though, with the syrup
method being introduced, this is not the case. We
rarely hear of chemist shops being robbed.
However, with regard to hijacking, terrorism, and
kidnapping, the maximum penalty should be
applied to all crimes to ensure that Australia, and
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Western Australia in particular, is not considered
an easy target for the perpetration of these acts.

THE HON. D. J. WORDSWORTH
(South-Minister for Transport) [9.04 p.m.]: I
would like to take the opportunity to answer the
various criticisms which have been made by
members on the other side concerning the
Transport portfolio.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Valid criticisms, too, I
should think. You have not been able to answer
them yet.

The Hon. D. 3. WORDSWORTH: The first
came from the Leader of the Opposition who took
exception to the remarks I made today about the
MTT. I make no apology for what I said. I believe
there is a large body of people, particularly in
rural areas, who are beginning to question the loss
the MTT makes. Perhaps we should not be
looking so much at the loss, but at the fact that
we are willing to spend that amount of money on
public transport.

This year the figure has reached $12 million.
There is no doubt that we have an excellent
service and I do not think anyone would question
that. At least 90 per cent of the public are living
within 400 yards of a bus stop. We are servicing
the new areas. As a reasonable number of people
move into a district we provide a service for them.
We certainly have a very courteous group of bus
drivers. No-one can criticise them or our time-
tables. They are certainly all that could be
desired.

However, one of the problems is that we do not
have very many full fare paying passengers. The
service caters mainly for children both to school
and for out-of-school activities, ft also caters for
pensioners and the disabled and, to a lesser
extent, for a small group of workers who use
public transport to travel to work. Indeed, only
one-third of the work force uses public transport.
The majority of workers drive their own cars. I do
not believe that this is always of necessity.
Members are aware of the fact that 90 per cent of
all families have one motorcar, and 30 per cent of
those have a second nmotorcar, so needless to say
they make use of them.

Rarely do we see a passenger with the driver in
a car on his way to work. I think yesterday's
strike illustrated this fact, because the private
cars were able to cater for those who normally
travel by public transport, but could not do so
because of the strike.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: A lot of people
stayed home, you know.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: According
to the newspaper most people reported for work.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: You don't believe
everything you read.

The Hon. D. 3, WORDSWORTH: I do.
The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Because it is what

you want to believe.
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: That is

right. The employers would be the first to
grumble if their employees did not arrive, and if
the employers said they arrived, they did arrive. It
is interesting to note the number of members who
said it was pleasant to drive into town yesterday
without any buses on the roads.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: There was no-one in
town. I went through the city yesterday and it was
very quiet.

The 1-on. D. J1. WORDSWORTH: That is
doubtful. The problem of labour is a major one
for the MTT. Over 70 per cent of the costs
involved go into wages. A driver earns $195 for a
42-hour week.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: That is not the
amount he takes home. That is the gross figure.

The. Hon. D. J, WORDSWORTH: That is
right.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Is that the average
of the drivers or the overall amount?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: It refers to
the drivers, because there are very few non-drivers
as it happens.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan:. They work split
shifts.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Some of the
conditions are rather good. As the matter has
been raised it is interesting to note that, if a driver
is scheduled for a Sunday job and he takes a
sickie, he still receives double time for it and the
person who takes his place also receives double
time. I-e does not have to produce a doctor's
certificate for one day. So conditions are not too
bad in the industry.

The Hon. R. Thompson: When you started off
you said the people in the rural communities were
concerned about the losses.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: They are.
The Hon. R. Thompson: Are they concerned

about the losses on rail freights in regard to which
they are the beneficiaries?

The Hon. D. J1. WORDSWORTH: They are
concerned that the costs of the railways are being
passed on to the users and that the costs of the
MTT are not passed on to the users. That is the
point which should be made.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You know or should
know that most of the rural produce is subsidised.
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The Hon. D. i. WORDSWORTH: The loss
this year on the MTT will be $15 million. I do not
wish in any way to scare pensioners by my
statements and I am certainly not frightening
school children, but there is the argument as to
whether we should not put the $15 million to
better use. It could be argued by the proponents
of our schools that we should build new schools
with that money and have everyone cycling to
work.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Do you suggest we cut
out public transport?

The Hon, D. J, WORDSWORTH: No, but
there could be other areas where some of this $15
million could be spent rather than on the public
transport system.

We have a marvellous system. Mr George Shea
is an able administrator. Without doubt there is
no-one else in Australia with his capabilities and
he has built up a terrific service. The bus routes
have grown by 40 per cent over the past seven
years, but in spite of this we have not had any
increase in the number of passengers. In fact the
number is declining. We have had to put on 20
per cent extra buses to service these 40 per cent
extra routes. We have purchased new buses and
modernised older buses, and the operating loss has
increased by 500 per cent in the last seven years.
Indeed, it costs us 27c for every passenger on a
bus and $I. 10 for every passenger on a train.

I mention those figures, because it is
understandable that there is growing concern
among the public about the losses, particularly
when so many people provide their own transport.

The next point raised was by Mr Claughton
who referred to roads. I am somewhat amazed
that he should use this as his main topic because,
let us face it, he was quoting Press releases made
following the last allocation of road funds.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: At the beginning of
the 1977-78 year.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: That is
right. That was halfway through. last year. We
debated this whole issue in the House for many
hours when we dealt with the main roads
legislation and the Traffic Act amendment under
which we raised motor vehicle registration fees
and driver's licence fees. I believe this was well
and truly sorted out at that time.

I must remind members that we do have
problems in Western Australia. The Government
is not trying to hide that fact. Perth is
undoubtedly the most rapidly growing capital in
Australia. We have had problems in the Pilbara
which is earning over $700 million in export
income. Yet, under the categories laid down by

the Federal Government, the Pilbara does not rate
an export road, because the Federal Government
claims that the export goes by rail and not by
road and there is no need to spend money on
roads to increase exports.

We have most able representatives in Mr Tozer
and Mr Withers who have explained to us the
situation in the Pilbara. Indeed, many towns have
been established there for 14 years but we have
just not been abld to provide them with the roads
they deserve. We have looked at the situation
again and we have ascertained that it would cost
$135 million to bitumninise the roads in the
Pilbara which need bituminising. If we looked at
the situation and took inflation into account in the
next seven years we would realise that this figure
would be increased to $200 million.

We have had allocations of $60 million from
the Federal Government and $40 million from the
State Government, in round figures. After
allowing for the maintenance of roads, and
allocations for local government, road 'safety,
lighting, traffic lights, administration, etc., we
have only about $60 million to put into new roads.
If members do a little calculation they will realise
we have probably three years of road-building to
do in the Pilbara should we put all our available
funds into the area, and obviously we cannot do
that.

The Hon. R. T. L~eeson: Instead of that you put
a strip of bitumen over another perfectly good
strip, and while you are about it you put in
kerbing.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: That is a
foolish criticism.

The Hon. R. T. Leeson; It is not, and if you
look around the Metropolitan area you will agree
with me.

The Hon. D. J1. WORDSWORTH: If the
honourable member will give me examples I will
look into them. I point out we have problems not
only in the Pilbara but further north. Mr Withers
constantly mentions the Part Hedland-Broome
road, the Fitzroy Crossing-Halls Creek road,.and
the Halls Creek-Wyndham road. We are looking
at about another $70 million north of the Pilbara.

We have problems and I assure members the
State is making very active representations to the
Federal Government. In the last week we have
written to all our Federal members giving them
more information and asking them to engage in
an even greater campaign to raise funds for us. It
is not only a problem o! this Federal Government.
Our real problem started in the Whitlam era
when our percentage of road funds dropped. Prior
to that time we received something like 18 per
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cent of the road funds allocated in Australia; we
are now down to about 12 per cent. It was Mr
Whitlamt who introduced the computer into the
allocation of road funds and developed the Bureau
of Roads.

The Leader of the Opposition also mentioned
funds for urban public transport. Once again we
go back to Whitlamn in his heyday and the five-
year scheme from 1973-74 onwards-I think that
was Labor's heyday-when Western Australia
received $6.5 million out of a total amount of
$207 million. In other words, this State received 3
per cent of the funds allocated for urban public
transport. At least in the latest ive-year
programme which has just been announced our
percentage has been increased to 5 per cent,
which will give us $10 million over the next five
years, and we have lodged with the Federal
Government a special case for an increased
percentage of the unallocated S$100 million which
is yet to be distributed over the next live years.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: That is $10 million
out of $300 million?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Out of
$200 million. Another $100 million is to come.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: Going back to those
Whitlamt days, the reason for that was the
Director-General of Transport did not put the
proposals to the Whitlamn Government.

The I-on. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I do not
find that in the records. I have seen the
application he submitted.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: It might not show.
The Hon. D. J1. WORDSWORTH: It is

interesting to note the scheme was designed to
provide $2 for every $1 provided by the State
Government. In actual fact the State Government
has provided $2 for every $1 provided by the
Federal Government. So let it not be said that the
State Government is not putting a great amount
of money into urban public transport.

Mr McKenzie raised the matter of the Perth
parcels depot. I think I should explain the
situation because it has not been publicly
discussed. Up to about ive years ago, the entire
rail transport system was based on the city
station. Kewdale had just been built.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: That is not right. It
was decentralised over the whole metropolitan
area.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Not very
much. It was mainly based on the city station, and
then Kewdale was developed.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: We had Midland,
Guildford, and Bassendean.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I am
referring more to the city section of it. Then
Kewdale was built, and it is an excellent freight
centre. Those who have not seen it should go out
there. It is highly mechanised and well designed.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Disorganised.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: I have been there.
The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: And no suburban

rail passenger services, either.
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: It happens

to be a freight centre.
The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: It is the finest

freight centre in the southern hemisphere.
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The whole

ideal of mechanisation is not to have many people
working the depots and not to have them living
very far away. That interjection is a red herring.
We are talking about a freight centre. I would
like to say at the same time that we have an
excellent centre in the Westrail centre at East
Perth. It is an extremely modern building.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: What did it cost the
taxpayers?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: About $1.5
million.

The I-on. F. E. McKenzie: It does not accept
parcels.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: We have an
administration centre which has the fault that it
does not accept parcels! It is worthy of inspection.
I do not think any other office building in Perth
handles files mechanically from floor to floor. It is
a great credit to Westrail.

We have decentralised and moved away from
the city station, and Mr McKenzie now wants us
to keep both. It is sensible to have Kewdale where
it is. Gone are the days when distribution centres
for spare parts and so on were in Perth. Many of
them are now adjacent to Kewdale. In many cases
the goods come in by interstate train and are
delivered straight to the warehouses. If one orders
a wheelbarrow at Boans, one does not take the
wheelbarrow out of the shop. Boans has the
wheelbarrow delivered from the warehouse. That
is typical of the way modern business works. Gone
are the days when a firm had a few extra staff
who were sent on errands and deliveries to the
station.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: You have taken the
facilities away.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: If I did, I
took them away a week ago. I would formally like
to thank Mr McKenzie and his unions for
inserting in the newspaper a half-page
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advertisement asking people to ring me up and
giving my phone number and that of Mr Pascoe
and Mr Williams. I thought it was a bit rough
giving the private phone numbers. I received
three phone calls. I do not know whether they
were organised out of a total of I0.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: They were not
organised.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Anyway, I
thank the honourable member, because his action
proved I had done the right thing in stopping the
receival of large parcels and truckloads of goods
at the city station. They are now dealt with either
at the warehouse or by radio-controlled delivery
vans collecting around the city and carting out to
Kewdale. Country people will not suffer in any
way.

Westrail is endeavouring to modernise. It is
unfortunate we have a few oldtimers such as Mr
McKenzie. The Labor Party probably promoted
him out of his former position into this House,
because it felt the old daddies belonged here. If
he modernised his outlook he would appreciate
what is being done.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: Another nail in the
railway coffin.

The Hon. D. J1. WORDSWORTH: Mr
McKenzie raised a point about metropolitan
regional planning. While it is not in my portfolio,
I think I gave him an adequate answer which
illustrated that while everyone is getting worked
up about a six-lane highway it is not proposed for
perhaps the next 15 years, and there is and will be
ample opportunity for anyone who wishes to get
out to have his house purchased. I have found that
the valuations are always very generous. Any
resumption or acquisition over $50 000 has to
come to the Minister, so I see a considerable
number of these cases. The owners are offered 10
per cent above valuation and very few people are
dissatisfied.

THE HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Central)
[9.25 p.m.]: First of all, I would like to dissociate
myself from the remark of the Minister for
Transport about Mr McKenzie being promoted
upstairs. I had dealings with Mr McKenzie when
he was a union official, and they were very good
dealings. I think that kind of comment is not
called for.

I did not intend to talk about transport but the
Minister spoke such claptrap about buses that I
think what he said should be dealt with
straightaway. He spoke about non-paying
customers, about one-third of the work force
travelling by bus, about the necessity for buses,
and about 90 per cent of people having cars.

We are talking about government in this place
and the Minister is trying to justify on the one
hand having buses and on the other hand having
people driving to work. The Government should
take a look at its transport policy and some of its
freeways and major arterial roads where parking
could be banned. Buses could be brought into the
city on lanes where 20-ton pavements have been
built to take a 1-ton car for 95 per cent of the
pavement's life.

If the Minister tried to be constructive instead
of trying to score points against the Opposition, I
believe we could arrest the decline in the number
of passengers and the 500 per cent increase in
losses in seven years. It is about time this place
became a House where members discussed the
problems and the opportunities. I have made one
constructive suggestion.

the Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: How is it
constructive when you suggest we have more
roads which will put more people on the buses?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: The Minister must be
deaf. I said there was no need to build pavements
which would take 20 tons. Parking should not be
allowed on arterial roads, and the Government
should look at this matter. The Minister makes
comments to the Opposition when he should be
looking at constructive things he can do.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Considerable
parking is being taken off the roads all the
time-I suppose 50 or 60 a week.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It is obviously not
doing much for the Metropolitan Transport Trust,
because the losses continue to multiply. The
Minister talks about signing 50 or 60
authorisations a week but the public cannot see
the benefit of them. The matter has obviously
been handled in a haphazard way.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Have you tried to
park your car in St. George's Terrace recently?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Yes. I once tried to
fly to the moon and I had not much chance!

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: That is because
parking has been considerably reduced.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Would the
honourable member proceed?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It is very interesting
to see that the Minister has that sort of approach
to it.

The other brief comment I would like to make
is in regard to the Hon. Gordon Masters'
discussion about education. He showed a total
lack of knowledge of the subject.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: No doubt you will put
me right, Mr Lewis.
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The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: H-e spoke about
beating in the south-west schools. His own leader
did so much for heating in the south-west schools
that it is unbelievable.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I did not say anything
about that.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: His own leader
formed a task force on building, and to a great
degree that task force got rid of the Taj Mahals,
and many decent school buildings were put up.
These were sound, practical buildings, and they
did not disadvantage the children in any way.
Members well know the sort of buildings that
were erected, and some of the savings made as a
consequence. After some members of this
Chamber have worked hard and long to bring
about such a situation, it is interesting to hear Mr
Masters get up here some three-odd years later
and criticise-

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I did not criticise.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: Yes, you did.
The IHon. G. E. Masters: If you had stayed in

your seat a little longer, you might have heard
what was said.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the honourable
member direct his comments to the Chair?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I have said-
The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Now we will hear

something constructive!
The Hon. D. K. Dans: I told you you were

going wrong, but yau wouldn't listen.
The Hon. G. E. Masters: He obviously has a

bad liver today, as usual.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable

member will continue.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I will try to.

Obviously my health is of major concern to Mr
Masters!

The IHon. G. E. Masters: I do not know about
that.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: His health may be of
some concern to him a little later.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: I bet you won't
jump his claim again.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: That is what it is all
about-no question about it. But I will.

The PRESIDENT: Will members please
refrain from interjecting and allow the member
on his feet to proceed with his speech?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr
President. We are used to this sort of thing
coming from the other side, and name calling.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You do your share,
Mr Lewis.

The H-on. A. A. LEWIS: What I would like to
do, if I may-

The PRESIDENT: I would like you to proceed
with your speech.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: So would we all.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: -is to discuss cyclone

"Alby" in some depth.
The Hon. V. J. Ferry: A broad subject!
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: On the night of

cyclone "Alby" I was privileged to work with the
Forests Department at Como, and I would like to
congratulate that department and its officers,
especially Mr Pat McNamara and Mr Frank
Campbell, who had the very difficult job of trying
to control fires that were out of control-some 78
I believe-in forestry areas. At a later stage I will
speak about the communications aspect of this
night, because it was extremely worrying.

Whatever supply measures are taken for future
emergencies, a centre such as the control centre
set up at Come should be given adequate
emergency power services. It was very frustrating
when a battery ran out. One could not see a
telephone or a paper in front of one. The officers
did a marvellous job in supplying new batteries
but the small cost to the Government of putting in
a decent unit at Como would be well repaid in
instances such as that.

Still referring to the Forests Department, I
would like to commend all the men who worked in
the field. On the Wednesday morning after the
storm I visited the scene of some of the fires.
Some people had worked throughout the night,
but they still had a sense of humour. One young
fellow looked at the scene around him and said,
"Well, it is good experience." No doubt some of
the older men around felt it was an experience
they could have done without; fighting fires in the
bush with the high winds that accompanied
cyclone "Alby". However, all these men stuck to
thei r jobs, ait hough some of t hem ha d worked for
shifts of 30 to 32 hours before they returned to
their home base.

Despite all the criticism we hear of the Forests
Department at times, it is interesting to look at
the record of the fires which have been stopped by
the Forests Department burns. There is constant
argument as to whether burns should be carried
out in the spring or in the autumn. The anti-
spring burners say that all the little dickie birds
will be burnt up when burning takes place in the
spring, and that the fires will ruin the new shoots
of the plants. The Forests Department has an
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extremely difficult choice to make, particularly in
view of the limited autumn days when burning
can take place. Cyclone "Alby" left us wondering
just what would have happened had there been 30
or 40 fires in the forest areas on that day.

Of course the controlled burning programme is
a fairly new venture for the department, and it is
to the credit of the present conservator (Mr Bruce
Beggs) that the old order of no burning at all in
the forests was changed. When Mr Beggs became
the conservator, burning was commenced in
selected and prescribed areas as a safety measure.
I do not think anyone would like to visualise the
results of cyclone "Alby" in the south-west of the
State if the Forests Department had not
undertaken controlled burning throughout its
areas. It is to the credit of the department-and I
am taking these figures from the top of my
head-that of 76 fires, eight got away from the
forest burns and the rest, except one, got away
from settlers' fires. I think about 30 of those fires
were stopped in forest burn areas.

This is not a bad record for the department to
have, and I am sure it vindicates its policy
throughout the years. It is worthy of our
encouragement in the future.

Notwithstanding the problems the department
had on the day of the cyclone, and mopping up
after the cyclone, it had to deal of course with the
terrific problem of wind damage in the pine
forest. Already it has set up an amazing
emergency programme that has saved the State
millions of dollars. It has used every possible
means to keep pine timber damp before it is
consigned to either the manufacturers of poles or
chipboard.

Along with -the Forests Department, I would
like to pay tribute to the bushfire brigades; Again
we witnessed a little bit of humour at the scene of
the fires. Mr Graham Miller, the chief fire
control officer of my own district of Boyup Brook,
spoke to me when I telephoned him -at 1.15 am.
on the Wednesday. I said, "How are things
going?" He said, "Well, we had 36 fires out of
control at one stage, and we lost one." I suppose
he sounded rather amazed when I said, "How did
you lose one?" He said, "Oh, it moved over to
Kojonup." He had been on the go for many hours
at that stage, but that was the sort of attitude
prevailing.

Another officer on the job at Kojonup was Mr
Fisher. He knew that his own farm was burning,
but as chief fire officer and wireless operator for
the district he stayed at the wireless and let other
people ight the fire at his farm, because he was

attempting to control eight or 10 other fires. We
must commend people such as these.

I suppose the most horrifying fires are those
like the fire at Marinup Ford where the residents
put the fire out right at their front porch. Their
wood heap was burnt and the porch caught fire.
Luckily the porch fire was put out and the house
was saved.

I went to visit one of our erstwhile colleagues,
the ex-member for Blackwood (Dave Reid) and
he showed mue his rose bushes which were about
three feet from his porch which were completely
ruined. That is how close the fire was to his house,
and in that sort of country, with the steep hills
and the Blackwood River running through it, it
must have been a very terrifying experience.

In one area there had been two previous fires
and on the night of cyclone "Alby" the fire burnt
right over the top of the area that had been burnt
before. That shows it must have been a fairly hot
fire.

I wish to refer to communications again. The
communications people told us that Yornup was
completely burnt out, and this led to a rather
funny incident. The manager of the local radio
station was probably the only person in the area
who had emergency power. The State news came
on and he was amazed to hear that the whole of
Yornup had been burnt out. This gentleman
flipped the switch and said, "That is all rubbish!"
He then flipped the switch back again. At least he
had let the outside world know that Yornup was
still there.

As members may remember, a change of wind
at the last moment saved Manjimup and
Bridgetown. There was an order for the
evacuation of people to the north of Manjimup,
but with a wind change the fire stopped within 50
or 100 yards of the town boundary. The situation
in Bridgetown was not quite as harrowing; the fire
stopped just a little way out of the town. At
Boyup Brook the fire stopped about 100 yards
from the town boundary. So all in all we were
fairly lucky with the wind changes, despite the
huge losses that were incurred.

Donnybrook suffered extensive damage, not
only from the fire and the burning of the
trees-and nobody knows how long the trees will
take to recover-but also, a great percentage of
the apple crop was lost. This will create many
problems, and I hope both the State and the
Federal Governments move fairly speedily to
allocate some sort of compensation to the apple-
growers. Some of these crops were hit by hail last
year, and now this year they have been hit by
cyclone "Alby". The financial position of the
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orchardists is fairly serious. I suppose same people
will say, "Why did they not insure?" I would like
to point out that the insurance premium is 50 per
cent of the value of the crop. Maybe such a high
premium would have been worth while in the last
two years, but now it would take a great deal of
the margin of a very marginal crop.

One of the main problems apparent after
cyclone "Alby" is in connection with
communications. The country exchanges lost
power, the batteries ran out, and communication
was impossible.

If the State Government wants to do something
constructive in the future, it could subsidise
people around the Telecom exchange with power
units which the people could use, say, as a welder
in the normal course of events but which could be
ready to be hooked onto the exchange if battery
or SEC power was not available to the exchange.
I believe that, considering the number or
exchanges, this would be a fairly cheap way of
maintaining a power unit in emergencies, and
would enable the community to have Telecom
communications. Quite a number of places lost
telephone communication because of a lack of
power in the batteries.

As far as I can ascertain, unfortunately the
Bush Fires Board has yet to acquire VHF
wirelesses and so can communicate only by single
side band wirelesses with those people who have
that type of wireless. It cannot make contact with
VHF units which many of the brigades have
opted to buy. They have purchased the units,
because they are the most efficient. In my area,
the Forests Department and most of the brigades
use VHF units.

I refer now to the speed of the mopping up
operations and of getting personnel and
equipment to the scene of the fire. It appeared to
me on the night of the fire that things were
moving fairly slowly. When certain wirelesse-s
were asked for, the answer was, "They will leave
at 8.00 a.m.;' This was at about 12 midnight. I do
not think that is good enough in a disaster
situation.

I do not believe our communications with
Canberra are quick enough. We must obtain
permission from Canberra to use troops to clear
roads. However, I was horrified to find that when
the troops arrived with two D9 bulldozers we
could not use the bulldozers for mopping up in the
forest area, because the Department of Defence
was responsible for the use to which each unit
Must be put. So, two bulldozers sat at the Kirup
ball for two days, because nobody in this State
would give permission for them to be used to

clean up the forest. These are the sort of problems
I am trying co highlight, so that they will not
occur again in the future.

The Hon. 0. N. B. Oliver: There is a lack of
communication at the grass roots level. For
example, it is like the situation where there were
three water transport amphibians retained in this
State for flood relief measures, yet the civil
defence people did not know about them.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I could not agree
more; that is what I am trying to get through to
members. In one case a helicopter was sent from
Pearce to plot the fire. When it arrived we found
it had only three-quarters of an hour flying time
remaining before it ran out of engine time.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Why is that
strange?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It seems rather
strange the authorities would even contemplate
sending a helicopter with only three-quarters of
an hour engine time remaining on its arrival.

The Hon. D. J1. Wordsworth: How long does a
helicopter have in the air?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I am not referring to
flying time; I am referring to engine maintenance
time. The engine must be maintained at 100-hour
intervals, and the helicopter had only three-
quarters of an hour remaining on its arrival. In
addition to that, when the pilot got back to base
he was diagnosed as having malaria. These are
only minor matters, I know, but the authorities
had to bring another pilot from Amberley.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: From where?
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: From Amberley.
The Hon. 0. N. B. Oliver: Cut it out!
The Hon. J1. C. Tozer. You are making up a

good story.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Members opposite

can laugh as much as they like; they should go
and ask the people who were there; they should
ask the Royal Australian Air Force. Someone
could have walked around the fire before they
obtained a pilot from Amberley. Members
opposite can laugh at these accounts of the lack of
communication, but this is what happened. I am
just making a point of them so that people
understand what happened and so that we can
avoid it happening again in the future.

I move on now to the matter of reconstruction.
The fence posts the State Government provided
were extremely welcome. However, I am afraid
the method of distribution waS not carried out in
the best manner. This again could be put down to
a lack of communication, because one report I
read from an official body was that there "imay
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have been" some fires in the Boyup Brook and
Kojonup areas, so that in all the allocation of
fence posts those places originally were left out.

This occurred because Boyup Brook and
Kojortup had VHF wireless sets and could not get
in touch with the Bush Fires Board, as the board
has only single side band units. These are the
sorts of things which occurred.

I believe that, in the future, the fence posts will
be accepted in the way they are offered; namely,
for the replacement of lost boundary fences. Too
many people thought the Government was giving
attention to a refencing. programme of the entire
area.

While on the subject of a refencing programme,
members may have noticed a small article in the
newspaper the other day about the way the
Kojonup people went about refencing their area.
They are fairly experienced people. I can
remember a number of years ago being involved
in this sort of fencing programme. They called a
meeting and elected a committee; they then split
up the fencing amongst the various bushifire
brigades within the Kojonup area. As is their
wont, they got stuck into the job and as of
Monday before last they had all 34 kilometres of
boundary fence renewed. The farmer himself was
responsible for clearing the line, and the brigades
just came up behind him. Each brigade gave time
according to what the men could afford, but none
gave less than a day per man. These experienced
men moved straight in and refenced the area in a
remarkably short time. Now, they are moving into
the area of internal fences.

While I am talking about reconstruction, I
should like to mention that I believe both the
State Government and Federal Government
should have a very close look at the f orms and
attitudes relating to reconstruction loans. The
other day in the parliamentary dining room I
heard one member mention to another that it was
better to get burnt out in a group rather than as
an individual. It worries me a little that a farmer's
property can be burnt out and no real
Government assistance would be forthcoming.

I am also concerned about the limit of $20 000
set by the Federal Government. I know that this
State, through the Treasurer, has said, "We will
look at all applications", but I believe the Federal
Government should be approached with a view to
increasing the limit of $20 000. In a time of
inflation and huge fencing and other costs to
reconstruct farms, an amount of $20 000 is quite
inadequate. A more realistic Figure would be
$50 000. 1 know the expense to the Treasury is

enormous, but I believe our primary industries
should be supported in this manner.

I wish to refer now to a fairly unpleasant
matter. I was horrified when, a few days after
cyclone "A Iby", I read that the State Emergency
Service was seeking more men. I do not believe
the State Emergency Service requires a lot of
personnel. Its job is to liaise with organtisations
like the Army, the Forests Department, the fire
brigades and so on . The State Emergency Service
should employ quartermasters and similar people
to issue the equipment owned by the service. Its
administrative staff should not be more than three
or four. It appears to me that, as long as an
officer is on duty, he can get to the Army or the
Air Force or whichever it may happen to be. If
the State Emergency Service personnel are on
duty by rotation, 24 hours a day, it is fulfilling its
function to co-ordinate activities during times of
disaster. It should not start empire building.

The officers of the Bush Fires Board with
whom I had anything to do during cyclone
"Alby" were polite and efficient. However, I still
believe our money would be better spent by giving
it to the local shire organisations, which could
form themselves into regional committees. The
Bush Fires Board should deal with the legal
aspects of bushfires rather than actually fighting
the Fires. I am convinced that the farmers in any
particular area know more 'about fighting
bushfires than members of the Bush Fires Board,
because they have fought fires in that area before,
and they know the terrain. In addition, they
probably have the selfish motive of wishing to
protect their own properties, so they are likely to
do their best.

I believe the Bush Fires Board should establish
a series of regional committees. The chairman of
each committee could meet with a nucleus of the
board in Perth; it does not need to be a very big
organisation. This could clear the way legally for
local areas to administer their own fire brigades
and fire fighting.

Members will recall the amendments to the Act
last year went a certain way towards this end. I
believe bushfires advisory committees situated in
the various shires and regions could handle this
job Far better than any centralised organisation in
Perth.

I wish finally to discuss dieback. I believe we
urgently need one organisation researching the
whole problem of dieback. At the present time we
have two divisions of CSIRO, WA IT, M~urdoch,
the Forests Department, and the Western
Australian University involved in dieback
research. They are all doing bits and pieces. I
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think it behoves this Government-especially as
we have been told in recent weeks by all members
of this House how important the jarrah forest
is-to gel together with the Federal Government
to frame a sizeable research programme to be
controlled by one entity.

At the present time it is controlled by six or
seven organisations, they are all doing pieces of
the research, and no-one has been given the
direction to control this research. We are not
talking peanuts when we talk about this.
California has spent millions of dollars in trying
to prevent the disease in avocados. I believe the
jarrah forest is so valuable to this State that we
should take the lead, approach the Federa
Government, and arrange for a great amount of
money to be made available. I would think that
$4 million or $5 million from this State would not
be too much as a start.

If we are to control this problem a great
amount of money will be needed. The Hon. Neil
McNeill has known about this problem for many
years but I wonder how many people really know
what is going on with the research into dieback.
The programme is so disjointed that I make a
plea for a great deal of money to be allocated to a
central dieback research project.

There has been proposition after proposition
put forward for certain officers to undertake
certain parts of dieback research; one project I
can think of is probably four years old and still no
answer has been found. I do not think this is the
way the Government should treat a problem as
great as dieback.

I support the Bill.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [10.03
p.m.): When introducing this measure and
another measure the Leader of the House
explained the reasons for the introduction of a
Supply Bill at this time of the year. Instead of
having to rely on warrants issued by the Governor
during the second part of the session the
Government can get a Supply Bill through at an
earlier stage. I believe if the Supply Bill is
introduced in the first part of the session it will
allow members an opportunity to discuss various
matters affecting their electorates at the end of
the first part of the session. They would not
normally have this opportunity.

I am going to be very brief and the first matter
I want to refer to is the issue raised by the Leader
of the Opposition. He raised the issue of the
immigration of the Dobbs family from England to
Australia. Like the newspapers, he referred to the
fact that the refusal by Senator MacKellar, the
Federal Minister for Immigration, was based on

the blindness of the daughter. This is not so. Mr
MacKellar has stressed that the reason the family
were refused entry was that they did not conform
with the criteria laid down; particularly in regard
to the criterion of being eligible for jobs here.

I understand that the male members are in the
plastering trade, and that there are plenty of
plasterers here now. It is not a specialist trade in
the criteria for special entry to Australia. The
family has only one son and a daughter-in-law in
Australia, but that does not form a humanitarian
reason for the family to emigrate to Australia.

I can cite better cases than this one. I know of a
widow who has two sons in England, one of whom
was here for a time and then went back to
England where he married, and now cannot
return. He has a job to come to as does the other
son, but because they do not meet the criteria of
the Federal Government as distinct from
humanitarian grounds they are unable to join
their widowed mother. I think they have a much
better case than the Dobbs family. The reason
given by the Leader of the Opposition and the
newspapers for the Dobbs family not being
granted entry is wrong; the actual reason has
nothing to do with the blindness of the daughter.

The Leader of the Opposition also referred to
the low wages received by bus drivers. I notice he
did not attempt to extend his argument which was
adequately answered by the Minister for
Transport who informed the House that the
average wage of bus drivers was $195 a week. The
Leader of the Opposition did not indicate that this
was so; he just referred to low wages.

An issue raised by the Hon. Lyla Elliott
referred to accommodation for handicapped
children, particularly in the mentally affected
Field. She felt there should be more
accommodation provided for these children so
that their mothers could get some rest. I agree
with the sentiments expressed by the honourable
member but it must be remembered that over the
past three or four years a terrific lot has been
done for these children and especially the
profoundly retarded children.

When I was a Minister there was one place that
catered for profoundly retarded people, and it was
Tresillian. It had about 30 patients, not all of
whom were children. Patients there were as old as
34 years of age. Since then the Ross Memorial
Hospital-now the Boston Hostel-has been
purchased, the Vokine Hospital has been
purchased, and the Sussex Hospital has been
built.

The Hon. 0. N. B. Oliver: I wish we could get
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the Friends of Tresillian to become the friends of
Boston.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER; There was a move
made in those days to form an organisation to be
known as the friends of Boston. I told them not to
jump in too quickly and not to forget the Friends
of Tresillian who might be interested. Apparently
the Friends of Tresillian did not attempt to do
anything at the Boston Hostel. Whether they have
done anything at the places where the Tresillian
patients have gone to I do not know.

The Mental Health Services and the
Government have done everything possible to find
accommodation for the mentally afflicted. Places
such as Pyrton and Irrabeena are available to
mothers to leave their children. It takes time to
secure a place for a child, because of the number
of people to be catered for; but from time to time
there are beds available and this allows the
mothers to have a rest from the continual job of
looking after these children. This is necessary,
because there is a terrific burden on mothers with
retarded children.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott also spoke on the matter
of advertising alcohol and tobacco. As a Minister
this was one matter I gave deep thought to and it
was discussed at each Health Ministers'
conference I attended. I do not believe the
advertising of alcohol or cigarettes really
increases the sale of these items. They attempted
to do this in America; that is, to advertise against
the use of alcohol, tobacco, and cigarettes.
However, the amount of tobacco sold rose
tremendously.

I believe advertising only helps to change a
person to go from one brand to another but does
not reduce the sale of these items. The one thing
that will reduce the consumption of alcohol or
tobacco is a price rise. Price rises have a very big
bearing on this matter. Is there any real
inducement in the advertising of alcohol for
people to continue drinking? There is a committee
which works under a voluntary code arrangement
to see there is no inducement, and this situation
applies to tobacco companies also. This has been
so fo a long time.

What has helped to increase the consumption
of alcohol is the reduction in the drinking age
from 21 to I8 years which was'effected by this
Parliament. Another problem has been the
increase in the number of liquor outlets, and we
have seen many taverns springing up over the last
10 years. The mare outlets there are the more
people are induced to drink. I believe
Governments have promoted the drinking of

alcohol by reducing the age from 21 to 18 years
and increasing the number of outlets.

Another matter I would like to comment on is
the St. John Ambulance aerial service. There
have been problems with this service although it
has to some degree catered for a need which I
believe could have been met without the
introduction of a separate service. I think I have
informed the Chamber before that as a Minister I
did prevail upon the then president of the
association to see me in my offices with his
representatives to discuss the situation.

Recently the Hon. Tom McNeil asked
questions in the House with regard to the St. John
Ambulance aerial service, and for the information
of the House I should like to quote the questions
and answers. The Hon. Tom McNeil asked the
following questions-

(1) Is the Minister aware that arrangements
were made early in 1977 at a meeting
between the previous Minister,
departmental officers, the President,
Secretary and Dr. Ozer from the St.
John's Ambulance Association, for a
working party comprising
representatives from the St. John's
Ambulance, the Flying Doctor Service,
and departmental officers, to discuss and
attempt to bring about an integrated
aerial ambulance service?

(2) Was this arrangement for a working
party followed up by the Commissioner
of Public Health?

(3) If the arrangement was not followed up,
why?

(4) If the arrangement was followed up,
what was the result of deliberations?

I am a little upset by the answer given then,
compared with the answer given to me today. I
am not blaming the Minister in this House,
because I think the blame belongs to the Minister
for Health Or one of his officers who has either
made a mistake or deliberately misled me.

Part (4) of the question read-
(4) tf the arrangement was followed up,

what was the result of deliberations?
The answer was-

(4) That there should be increased use of
aerial transport to convey patients from
areas between 100 and 300 miles from
Perth.

The question asked by the Hon. Tom McNeil
referred to integrated aerial services. That sort Of
answer is not worth consideration. That
information appeared at pages 1179 and 1180 of
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Hansard of the 2nd May, 1978. Today I asked a
follow-up question as follows-

Is the Minister aware that when a meeting
of a Working Party formed to discuss an
integrated Air Ambulance Service between
the Flying Doctor Service and the St. John
Ambulance was held, the St- John
Ambulance representatives refused to discuss
an integrated service, and walked out of the
meeting?

That is a question similar to the one asked by the
Hon. Torn McNeil, but in different words. The
reply to my question was-

The Si. John Ambulance Association took
part in discussions with the Royal Flying
Doctor Service and Government
representatives, but these discussions
concluded when the St. John Ambulance
Association withdrew. The Hon. Member
will be pleased to hear that these discussions
have now been resumed.

Why was not the same information given in reply
to the question asked on the 2nd May? The
answer given on that occasion was evasive.

I do not believe questions should be answered in
that manner and I ask the Minister for Transport
to refer the answers back to the Minister for
Health to find out the reason the replies were
given in that form.

I support the Bill.

THE HON. M. McALEER (Upper West)
[10.18 p.m.]: In speaking to this Bill I mention I
was interested in the remarks of the Hon. Norm
Baxter because, in fact, what he said was to be
the subject of my brief remarks.

A number of questions have been asked
recently in this House and in the Legislative
Assembly concerning the operations of aerial
ambulances. Those questions and their replies
have evinced concern for the expenditure of public
moneys.

I am aware that the Royal Flying Doctor
Service has not been mentioned in connection
with the questions except in connection with the
meeting of the two groups which was broken off.
It seemed to me that the questions which were
asked did imply that there was perhaps a waste of
public money on the part of the aerial ambulance
serices. There was also a suggestion that there
was unreasonable intransigence on the part of the
St. John Ambulance Association in the attempt to
come to some arrangement with the Royal Flying
Doctor Service.

Last year, when discussing the Budget papers, I
mentioned the establishment of the St. John

Ambulance aerial service, the reason for it, and
the service it provided. The service was
established to cover an area not previously
included in the services of the Royal Flying
Doctor Service or anyone else.

I do not intend to repeat the facts which I put
forward on the previous occasion, and I certainly
do not want to contribute to the ill feelings which
have arisen between the supporters of the St. John
Ambulance aerial service and those of the Royal
Flying Doctor Service, especially as it seems that
both groups are close to coming to an amicable
arrangement.

I understand the meeting which was the subject
of questions was one of a series of five. It was at
the Fifth meeting that the St. John Ambulance
representatives withdrew, because they were not
making any progress in the matter.

Subsequently, a further meeting took place on
the 3rd May. It may well have been that the
unsatisfactory reply received on the 2nd May was
deliberately vague because of the meeting to be
held on the succeeding day, and in order to
prejudice in no way the matter under discussion.

In the first year of the operation of the St. John
Ambulance aerial service it operated fairly
economically at a cost of $75 an hour. That not
only included the cost of the pilot, but the
servicing of the planes and the operation of the
vehicles to service the planes-although it did not
include the capital cost of the vehicles.

Before the aerial ambulance operated the
number of patients carried by road from country
districts was 1 lO0, and there were 35 aerial
cases. In the first year of operations of the St.
John Ambulance aerial service, 850 patients were
brought in by air and 450 by road. Those figures
suggest the aerial ambulance is achieving its
purpose of serving the country districts, and
obviating the necessity for ambulances to make
long road trips. It is also fair to say that at the
same time the Royal Flying Doctor Service has
greatly increased its operations in the south-west
region, which of course is quite new territory for
aerial ambulance services, although emergency
services operated previously.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: In other words, they
were not breaking in on the St. John Ambulance
Association.

The H-on. M. McA LEER: I am afraid that the
H-on. Norm Baxter and I do not really see eye to
eye. I am certainly not against integrated
services, but I think there was a lack of interest on
the part of the Royal Flying Doctor Service until
the St. John Ambulance Association actually
began to operate a successful service.
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The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Do you not think the
Royal Flying Doctor Service could be accused of
taking over the St. John Ambulance service?

The Hon. M. McALEER: That may be so, but
it may also be so that it was not within the
capacity of the RFDS.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: They could undertake
the service already, with no worries.

The N-on. M. McALEER: I think the reason
that neither organisation undertook the service
was that the expense was not a claim on hospital
benefits previously. I am subject to correction. I
know the Royal Flying Doctor Service has always
been in financial difficulties.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: So has the St. John
Ambulance Association.

The Hon. M. McALEER: Well, it has not been
in financial difficulties so far as the aerial
ambulance is concerned. It has done very well.

Another point I want to make is that more than
the economic situation is involved as far as the St.
John Ambulance Association is concerned.
Among the country people there is a strong
financial commitment. I refer to the very many
people who have been involved in the south-west
area in the St. John Ambulance service.

Since its inception a great number of people
have contributed towards the purchase of
ambulances. They have manned the ambulances
at considerable inconvenience, and the activists
have enrolled many other contributors. Some of
those people have made real sacrifices.

To go back a long way to the original service in
Geraldton, the ambulance was driven and cared
for by a man named Ernie Nancarrow. He was
employed by the Railways Department, and
whenever he was called away from work to drive
an ambulance the Railways Department docked
his pay. He made a considerable sacrifice. It
would not be possible for the people of Geraldton
and those in the surrounding areas to estimate or
really appreciate the service he gave to the
district. That was a particularly shining example,
but many others have contributed to the service at
considerable cost to themselves. It is natural for
them to feel some attachments to the St. John
Ambulance Association, and naturally they resent
the attacks on the service.

They took on the aerial ambulance as a natural
and logical expansion of the work of the St. John
Ambulance Association. The members of the
association know they can no longer provide the
manpower to drive the ambulances. There is an
emidtional involvement of many people and ill
reeling has arisen and some unwise actions may

have been taken. This is something that ought not
to be fanned.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I agree.
The Hon. M. McALEER: There have been

unwise actions on both sides, not only by the St.
John Ambulance Association.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I will not argue with
that one.

The Hon. M. McALEER: In any case, asI
understand the situation both parties are very
close to a suitable and amicable agreement. The
less action taken by outsiders with regard to these
attacks, the better it will be and the quicker the
problem will be solved.

I support the Bill.
THE HON. T. KNIGHT (South) [10.28 p.m.]:

Following the advent of cyclone "Alby"
cornmnents or criticisms were published in The
Albany Advertiser by the co-ordinator of the
Albany Sea Search and Rescue Squad with
regard to the lack of support from politicians in
the provision of money for the squad.

Obviously, the cyclone showed up the
weaknesses of the working capacity of the squad,
and it showed that the squad was inefficient in
having to make such comments. The cyclone
showed up other problems with other groups right
throughout the State, and that has been
mentioned by many other speakers.

I have spoken to representatives of companies
and to individual persons, and all the comments
proved that we were not ready for cyclone
"Alby". Obviously, we could not cope with it.
Nevertheless, I refute the statement made by the
co-ordinator of the Albany Sea Rescue Squad.

Over the last four years I have made many
representations to the Minister handling the
portfolio involved. I would like to refer to some of
the additions which I believe I have gained for the
squad. Firstly, I was approached for a
headquarters building and on making
representations to the then Minister I was able to
obtain the use of the old Main Roads Department
office in Albany Highway. Following that
representation, it was found that the electrical
wiring and the plumbing were substandard.

So at Government cost the plumbing was
reinstated and the electrical work was rewired and
brought up to an acceptable standard for a public
building. Obviously this cost the Government
several thousand dollars, because we all know the
cost of plumbing and electrical work today.

Following that the Government made available
to sea rescue squads throughout the State an
amount of up to $2 000 a year per squad on a
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dollar-for-dollar basis with money raised by the
squads. This sum has subsequently been raised to
$3 000. A few years ago I was proud to be a'sked
by the Albany Sea Search and Rescue Squad to
open a seminar where all the squads located
around the coastline were brought together for a
conference. At this time I saw the advantage to
the State of the work these peq~lfe had 'been doing
and the Work they were prepared to do on behalf
of the public. Many cases of emergency arise that
these squads can handle. As well we must look at
the $200 to $300 a week that the squad is saving
in rent because no doubt that would be the range
of the rental of a similar type of building through
private enterprise.

If we look back over the years we can see that
the politicians have worked to ensure that money
and facilities are available to these people, and
this is obvious from my remarks. Once groups
such as this, or an Apex club, a. Lions club, or a
Rotary club, pass the point where the main
purpose of their orgaiuisation is to provide a
service to the community, and start looking to
Governments for the Cull financial backing for
their operation, they cease to be community
service organisations. They become almost
Government departments. We cannot expect the
Government to do everything.

In regard to the AAP plan, a few years ago I
was asked by the organiser in Albany to assist,
because the Federal Government suggested that
this organisation be taken over by the State
Government. 1 asked what the organisation had*
done, what it had achieved, and so on. The
projects referred to included the organisation of
people within the community to build halls and
other structures needed within the community,
and so I turned around and said, "That is exactly~
the type of work that Apex, Lions, and Rotary.
has been doing for years, and it has cost the
public nothing." That is just an example I wished
to quote, because I feel these squads must learn to
stand on their own feet as others have done in the
past. They must organise raffles, dances, and
different functions to raise the money that
obviously the Government will add to once it
realises that the organisation is helping itself.

I was approached also in regard to the cost of
fuel, and the Minister is now looking at this
matter. The request made was whether fuel could
be made available from Government fuel depots
at reduced cost, or alternatively, whether the
excise duty could be avoided and the organisation
receive the fuel at a concession rate. I am still
awaiting a reply from the Minister, but no doubt
this reply will be acceptable and of some
assistance to the organisation.

In addition to this, the co-ordinator of the
squad approached me and said that the squad
wished to purchase a new boat, and asked
whether any Government funds were available.
Again I approached the Minister to find out what
the situation was, and he advised me that if the
squad'applied to the Government to buy a boat,
subject to its approval in regard to the type of
craft, and so on, the Government would pay
$1 000 'a year off the craft. I relayed this
information to the president possibly six or seven
weeks ago and to date I have not had a reply from
him. Perhaps cyclone 'Alby" has disrupted his
Correspondence situation also. If one wishes to
criticise, one must be careful about one's facts.
He is well aware of what has been done for the
squad in Albany and we are certainly aware of
the good work performed by that squad.

More finance is needed because of the cyclone.
Everybody had to jump in and clean up after
cyclone "Alby", and the group found they were
short Of chain saws, two-way radios, and .12
telephones were needed in its headquarters. These
requests go on and on. The object of the
organisation should be to try to raise money by
informing the public of the shortages in its
operation. Once a certain target is reached, I am
sure, as in the past, the Government will come to
the party and help with the balance of the money.
We appreciate the work of these people, and
certainly the Government appreciates it and we
see evidence of that in the support given by the
Government in the past.

From there I will move on to a few small
matters within my province that I have looked
into in the last few weeks. One of them is in
regard to the fishing industry. The other weekend
I visited Esperance with the Minister for Works,
and we inspected the site of the new Fishing
harbour. The future of Esperance-and also
Albany-will certainly be tied up with fishing.

Everyone is very pleased with the results shown
up by surveys conducted by the survey vessel, the
Courageous, which came through a month ago,
and which has been trawling in the Great
Australian Bight off Esperance and Albany.

As Esperance is so far removed from the
metropolitan area and from any other major
provincial town, and does not have a fish
processing plant, there are many problems in
regard to the transport of the fish once it is
caught and brought into Esperance. With the
setting up of this proposed Fishing boat harbour in
Wylie Bay, the background and land-backed
areas would be suitable for the establishment of
processing works. With the amount of tuna being
caught in this area at the moment-and presently
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road transported to Albany or the metropolitan
area-there is a call for a processing company to
move into this area. If the trawling operations
extend into the bight, as I know they will, and the
catches are similar to those experienced around
Albany, there will be a need for another
processing plant in Esperance.

All the people concerned with the tests of this
survey vessel believe the potential for the industry
is tremendous, and the Government should do all
in its power to see that the facilities to promote
that industry are made available.

Following my speech during the Address-in-
Reply debate recently on the need for the State
Government to support the establishment of aged
persons' centres in country areas, I have to state
that after travelling through my electorate I
found that the need is greater than I believed.
There is hostel-type accommodation available in
most provincial centres, and geriatric-type
accommodation at the Albany and Esperance
hospitals to a limited degree. However, there is an
urgent need for the inititial funds to be made
available to get projects moving while we are
waiting for Federal funds.

Many projects are held up while waiting for
these Federal funds, and a great many old people
arc living in substandard conditions. They do not
want to admit they need help and assistance
because if they do that they are immnediately
transported to Perth, miles away from their
relatives and friends, and from the areas they
have pioneered, worked in, and raised their
families in. This is a very grave situation. The
Government could assist to a large degree by
helping with the establishment of intermediate
care homes or centres. I mention again that we
are presently debating the Supply Bill, and I
believe the Government should seriously consider
this problem I have raised.

The Ravensthorpc Hospital was built several
years ago when the Hon. Norm Baxter was the
Minister for Health. It is a remarkably modern
little hospital, catering for the needs of the people
of the Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun, Lake King, Lake
Varley, and Mt. Maddon areas. Unfortunately
the hospital is now too small for the people it is
expected to serve, and we cannot obtain approval
for the necessary extensions to make the hospital
more workable. I do not think the cost of these
extensions would be too great, and certainly I
would like the Government to do something to
help maintain this hospital at Ravensihorpe.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Is the doctor still
there?

The Hon T. KNIGHT: There is a doctor there,

but he intends leaving. Applications were called
for, and 30 replies were received from doctors
wanting to work in that area. I am sure Mr
Baxter will agree that the response is phenomenal.
We have tried to attract doctors to other centres
in the past. It is obvious now that doctors are
willing to come to a hospital such as this because
of its standard. It has good facilities and back-up
service, and many of the services so readily
available in the metropolitan area. This is good,
and it has proved our point that these facilities are
necessary to attract applicants.

A regional body working from the hospital at
Albany has now been formed to work for the
establishment of a therapeutic pool. This body has
contacted all the shires and groups in the Albany
region. Members will remember at the time of the
establishment of regional growth centres and
regions, the concept was to concentrate the
activities of the region at th regional centre. By
that it was meant that offices would be set up
representing the different Government
departments established in that centre, such as
the Main Roads Department, the SH-C and the
State Energy Commission. This concept is now in
operation throughout the north-west, the Great
Southern, and the south-west, and therefore,
facilities available to people living in the city are
available to people in country areas.

Therefore, the idea of this therapeutic pool for
the treatment of asthmatics, people suffering from
rheumatoid arthritis, and other muscular and
chest pains, is timely. At the moment a patient
must travel 244 miles from Albany to visit such a
pool, and depending which way one travels, a
patient from Esperance must travel between 460
and 600 miles. I would like the Government to
support groups such as this one which are
attempting to raise money for such a worthy
cause. Certainly it has received help through the
Telehelp programme organised through channels
3, 9, and 10 in the Bunbury area, as well as the
service clubs in Albany. The Lions Club, of which
I am a member, has donated $1 275, and I
understand several other clubs have donated
$1 000.

The Premier has offered $30 000 to the project
on a three-to-one basis. I have no doubt we will
reach our target and we will be able to claim the
money offered by the Government. Towards the
end of the year we will see the start of the
establishment of a therapeutic pool in Albany. I
understand it will be the first one outside the
metropolitan area, and I hope when its
advantages are seen, the Government will
recognise a need in other areas and assist in the
establishment of more pools. I would like to see
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speech therapy units and regional hostels
established to save country people travelling long
distances to obtain the services which are so
readily available in the metropolitan area.
Certainly I will Fight for these facilities, and I am
sure other members representing rural
communities will do so as well.

I must refer again to my old chestnut, but now
I would like to congratulate the Government. I
always refer in debates such as this to the-
1-opetoun water supply A few weekends ago the
Minister for Works and I visited Hopetoun. The
Minister told the local residents that the planning
had been completed, and that in the 1978-79
financial year the water supply scheme for
Hopetoun would be commenced with the
establishment of a dam and bore, and water
would be reticulated to the areas around
Hopetoun. The people were delighted with the
news, just as I was, because 1 feel after four years
I have achieved something for a remote little area
of Western Australia which was established
probably before many of us were born, and which
has waited so long to obtain a water supply. Now
that dream is a reality, and I am very pleased
about that.

I would like to refer again to the question of
helicopters, and members will remember I
referred to this matter in my speech to the
Address-in- Reply. At that time the Leader of the
House asked whether I knew the cost of a
helicopter. In return I asked: What is the cost of a
life? I have since looked into this matter and I
have found many items which would be of interest
to the House. I would like to read a letter about
helicopters sent to me by K. D. Air Services. It
reads as follows-

Dear Sir,

With similar applications for Rescue and
Emergency work to those on which you have
made recent moves, we have been negotiating
for some time to be able to supply and
provide back up service here in WA for
Helicopters suitable for such work and
perhaps also for use by various Government
Departments and perhaps shires for work
that is beyond fixed wing aircraft.

We wish to advise that we now have
available for immediate delivery either the
Ens trom 280C or the . Enstrom F28C
Turbocharged Helicopter being a 3 place
machine with good performance, economical
running and maintenance cost and
reasonable capital cost.

Depending on the equipment selected to be
fitted we would be able to supply either of

the above from $91,000 to $98,000. Direct
operating costs of the above, not including
pilots salary, would be approximately $41.00
per hour based on utilisation of 300 hours
yearly. Fixed annual costs based on the same
utilisation would be about $29.00 per hour
flown

A little further on it states-
We will also have available in a few

months (about September) a lighter
helicopter carrying 2 persons. This machine
while ideal for Spotting, Mustering or
personal transport would we feel be slightly
too small for emergency or rescue work. It's
operating cost will be under $20.00 per hour
flown (exc pilot) and will be available
reasonably equipped at about $40,000.

When I raised this matter previously, I mentioned
the fact that emergency work, traffic patrol, line
spotting, survey work, and that sort of work
cannot be done by fixed wing aircraft. Nor can it
be done in many cases by four-wheel drive
vehicles, because of the terrain. The F.28C is
designed as a workhorse, with options including a
cargo hook, crop spraying kit, and single or
double stretcher kit. At 75 per cent power the
F.28C will cruise at 90 knots for 240 nautical
miles.

The Leader of the House and 1, at the time I
raised this matter, both had a very good idea that
the cost of a helicopter would be somewhere
between $250 000 and $300 000. However, at the
price I have just quoted we could buy two or three
helicopters.
.I believe the Government could make a great

deal of use of a helicopter of this type which
would be available for emergency rescue work
and other services. It would be of great benefit to
the State in respect of air-sea rescues and civil
emergencies, and would assist with aerial
spotting, and so on.

In the case of the man who was washed off the
Natural Bridge at Albany, half an hour later a
fixed wing aircraft could not have pinpointed him.
lie would have been very lucky to be picked up by
a boat with a spotlight if the seas were rough.
However, a helicopter can hover and floodlight a
large area. It could pinpoint the man and rescue
him. That is just one way in which this aircraft
could be used. I believe it could also perform
numerous other Government tasks.

I have forwarded the company's brochures to
the different Ministers, and I hope they will
consider the brochures in the light that the
purchase of such a helicopter would be to the
benefit of the State Government and many other
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services throughout the State at an economical
cost.

THE HON. Ri. G. PIKE (North Metropolitan)
[10.48 p.m.]: I rise briefly to extend my sympathy

and to express my concern to the Italian peopl e at
the assassination of Signor Aldo Moro, who was
five times the Prime Minister of Italy.

I feel his death is a blow for democracy and for
the rule of law throughout the whole world. As we
have a democratic system here in Western
Australia it was my intention to move in this
House for one minute's silence as a tangible
expression of this Chamber's condolence.
However, Standing Orders and their application
prevent me from doing so.

I feel very strongly in regard to this issue. I do
not think any further words could add to the
sentiments I have already expressed. I believe all
democratic institutions everywhere should express
similar sympathy and concern.

THE H-ON. J. C. TOZER (North) 110.50
p.m.]: In supporting the passage of the Supply
Bill I want to speak briefly on the matter of
education, and mainly in relation to private
schools in the North Province. In my province we
have many private schools which, for the most
part, deal with Aboriginal education.

The Catholic education system has primary
schools at Wyndham, Kununurra, Derby,
Broome, Port Hedland, and Karratha, with the
latter one being quite new and not coping much
with Aboriginal education. In addition there are
the secondary schools at Broome for both boys
and girls, which are boarding schools.

I believe the Catholic education system
provides the best Aboriginal education in the
north, and this is largely due to the fact that there
is a stability and continuity of teachers. The
teaching staff of these schools are dedicated nuns
and brothers who remain there for long periods
and gain the confidence of children in a manner
that teachers appointed for short terms by the
Education Department are not able to do.

What I really want to talk about is not what
the Catholic system is providing, but the trend
that is occurring in private schools in the region.

The first school to which I wish to refer is that
operating at Strelley. Most people would
recognise Strelley as being the place where Don
McLeod and his Nomad group are centred. I
think members wilt be aware that Mr McLeod
has had a long-standing "feud" with the
Education Department. I recall only too well the
time I became involved because the people from

the Nomad group came to take the primary
school children from the Marble Bar Hostel.

There is an ideological reason for his conflict
with the Education Department, and it is
primarily because Mr McLeod believes that the

education system, and particularly hostels,
contribute largely to the breakdown of Aboriginal
culture and lore.

This confrontation came to a head when the
Education Department tried to insist* upon
education being provided as it is for every other
child in Western Australia; but the matter was
solved by the local community agreeing to operate
its own school, which is now an approved school
under an arrangement with the Education
Department.

The community at Strelley found and employed
a very competent headmaster in John Bucknell, a
man who was experienced in the Northern
Territory and had spent some time at the Mt.
Lawley Teachers' Training College as a lecturer.
Probably it is fair to say that the Strelley school is
the best example of bilingual education that we
have in Western Australia at the moment.

However, it is inevitable that some people, like
myself, have personal doubts about what the
school is achieving. I am a simple fellow and a
pragmatic one, too; I wonder whether in fact the
product of the Strelley school will be equipped to
take his place in the civilised or white man's
community in which he will inevitably have to
live.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Perhaps they will
help to bring about some change.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: Maybe. However, it is
inevitable that no matter how dedicated and able
John Bucknell and his assistants are, I must
wonder whether the children are receiving the
best education for their future. I know they are
receiving something that other children are not
getting; that is, an Aboriginal education, and that
is fine. However, perhaps the disadvantages may
in the long term prove to outweigh the
advantages. '

Roughly at the same time that the Strelley
school was established we had a school established
at Oombulgurri when people from the Wyndham
reserve returned to the old Forrest River Mission,
and the community set up its own school with the
advice of the Institute of Cultural Affairs-I
think that is its title. The advisers helped the
community with the appointment of teachers; but
again, a private school is being operated. It is a
school approved by the Education Department.

Again the same nagging doubt worries me
about what we are going to produce from the
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school at Oombulgurri, and whether we are giving
the Aboriginal children the education they need.

The third instance is at Yandeyarra which is
headed by a fine mixed blood man, Peter Coffin.
It is interesting to note that Peter Coffin was one
of Don McLeod's lieutenants in the early days,
but he led his group away and at Yandeyarra he
is operating a pastoral and mining activity. He
has held together his community in a very able
manner. However, it is unfortunate that here
again we have the same problem. We seem to
have the influence of the Department of
Aboriginal Affairs' officers who appear to be
trying to encourage this community not to adopt
the simple and straightforward education methods
by which other children in Western Australia are
educated by the Education Department, whereby
the department provides a school, a teacher, and a
house for the teacher.I

There is a composite arrangement at
Yandeyarra whereby some rooms seem to be
provided by the Education Department. The
Department of Aboriginal Affairs is providing the
housing in what I consider to be a very inefficient
manner. An amount of $37 000 has been available
in the account for a long time, without a house
being produced, and the idea is that it will be
rented to the State school teacher. Unlike the
other two places I have mentioned, Peter Coffin is
happy to have State school teachers on site.

Of course, once the DAA comes into this deal,
as it seems to be insisting on doing, and perhaps
unduly influences the Aboriginal communities, we
find the Commonwealth Department of Works
comes in, because it wants to be the
instrumentality to provide any structures that are
necessary.

The fourth one to which I refer is at
Noonkanbab Station, which was taken over by a
community from the Fitzroy River area, perhaps
12 months ago. We find that the Noonkanbah
group is receiving $500 a week, which is being
contributed by the Strelley group. This is to pay
teachers who have moved in there and live under
quite rough conditions.

All these people are very dedicated teachers; we
must agree with that. The children at
Noonkanbah are being educated in a school that
is not yet approved, but will receive the approval
of the Education Department. However, it seems
the education programme there will bear little
similarity to the normal Education Department
programmes.

John Bucknell from Strelley was responsible
for the recruitment of teaching staff to serve at
Noonkanbah. My concern is that I wonder where

we are going in respect of these schools and just
when we will stop. How many schools of this
strange type will we see, which do not belong to
the Education Department and over which the
department seems to have little influence?

I wonder whether the Education Department is
abrogating its responsibilities in respect of the
children at these schools. I wonder whether the
Commonwealth Departments of Aboriginal
Affairs and Construction are taking over the
function of the Education Department. These are
community schools but really the communities are
fairly unsophisticated, and one or two outside
people can influence them; and the ideology of the
outside people tends to become the policy of the
school.

I wonder whether it is not time, before this
whole scheme of things gets out of control, for the
Minister to search into this matter much more
closely to ascertain whether we are taking the
right course in the education bf our Aboriginal
children in these new communities. I belive there
is room for private education but it has to be
parallel with State education, and this is what I
seek to see.

I support the Bill.

THE HION. H. W. CAYFER (Central) [ 11.02
p.m.]: I have been most interested to hear the
remarks which hav'e been made-during the course
of this debate, but I should like to make reference
to some earlier work done by the Hon. Tom
McNeil. I refer to the controversy last year
surrounding the legislation introduced by Mr
McNeil with regard to football. It was considered
laughable that a member of this House should
introduce a Bill to do with football. Football is
considered to be almost a sacrosanct matter about
which nobody should talk. The dealings of the
Western Australian National Football League
with country football clubs were considered to be
beneath this Parliament and yet the Hon. Tom
McNeil introduced a Bill with respect to the
protection of country players.

That Bill was defeated in this place, most likely
for good reasons. Nevertheless, it is amazing to
note the changes that have come about in the
football regime. All country clubs now seem to be
visited regularly by representatives of the
metropolitan clubs and incentives for country
players are greater than they ever were. A
footballer in the metropolitan area can now earn
as much as $80 000 or possibly $ 100 000 a year
and perhaps be the highest paid footballer in
Australia. It is strange that this should have
happened during the last few months when it
appeared that everything was skating along quite
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merrily before the IHon. Tom McNeil introduced
his Bill.

I have no axe to grind, because I am not a
particularly avid football follower, but I am a
newspaper reader. It is also interesting to visit the
clubs in my electorate and to notice how
interested they are not only in the teams whose
zone they embrace, but also in the general
response from the metropolitan area. I should like
to say to the Hon. Tom McNeil that, although I
may have been a member of this place for a long
time, I do not think I could ever match the
success he has met by reason of the defeat of his
Bill. I give him great credit for trying to do
something, and at least he has brought into being
what he wanted to achieve in the first place.

I suppose there is something to be learnt from
this matter-if at first one does not succeed, try
and try again. When his Bill was defeated the
Hon. Tonm McNeil thought it was the end of the
world, but he woke up a lot of people and he
deserves a great deal of acclaim from people
involved in country football. I hope he is not
disillusioned by the negative aspects of the defeat
of his Bill. At least he can be heartened by ihe
material effect of it.

On the I1Ith April, 1978, I received the minutes
of the meeting of the Country Shire Councils'
Association of Western Australia held on 13th
March. It was resolved at that meeting that a
letter of appreciation be sent to the Western
Australian National Football League praising it
for the action it had taken to enable a telecast of
the final round of football to be relayed to most
country regions but expressing disappointment
that there will be no overall coverage in the
country.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: My area is most
important.

The Hon. H. W. GAYER: I am not arguing
about that, but I think Mr Tom McNeil's
utterances might have had a lot to do with the
release of that statement by the Country Shire
Councils' Association. The Hon. Tom McNeil sits
alongside me and I should like to congratulate
him on the work he did in respect of this matter.
To be a loser in the First place but a winner in the
long term is not a bad proposition.

In 1977 the people of York were most
concerned at the closure of the office of the clerk
of courts in that town. The office of the clerk of
courts was involved mainly with the receipting of
court fees, drivers' licence renewals, firearm
renewals, State Housing Commission rentals,
water accounts, and electricity accounts; was an
agent for the State Government Insurance Office,

State Housing Commission applications, the
Australian Government loan and national savings
organisation, and the Agriculture Protection
Board; and dealt with the stamping and
distribution of legal documents; that is,
summonses. In addition the office acted as an
agent for the receival of tenders for Government
contracts.

I remind honourable members that the
intention was to close the office on the l8th July,
1977. The York Shire Council and the members
representing the district expressed great concern
that such an office should close in the oldest
country town in Western Australia and be shifted
to Northam. After the first objection to the
closure I found out that the office actually closed
on the 22nd October, 1976.

On the 18th February, 1978, an advertisement
was placed on page 345 of the Government
Gazette setting out the conditions pertaining to
the "York Police Department, Quarters and
Lockup Erection". It stated that the conditions
were available from the clerk of courts in York.

Mr Deputy President (the Hon. T. Knight),
you would know, as an ex-builder, that the office
of the clerk of courts is the place one would go to
acquire specifications with regard to such a
project. One of the three places listed for
obtaining the conditions was the office of the
clerk of courts at York. I repeat that this
advertisement appeared on the 18th February,
1978, and that the office closed on the 22nd
October, 1976, amidst much grumbling from the
members who represent the area.

I notice also that on the 23rd February, 1978,
the State Government Insurance Office placed an
advertisement in the Northami Advertiser telling
people that if they wanted to undertake business
with the SG lO they could do it at the office of the
clerk of courts at York.

I should like to return to the contract
concerning the erection of the Police Department
headquarters in York. I thought it was rather
funny that the office of the clerk of courts in York
should appear in the advertisement in February,
1978, when the office had closed on the 22nd
October, 1976. So, I asked a question in the
House. It was a perfectly simple question and it
read as follows-
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(1) In the advertising (Government
Gazette) of Contract No. 20984 for the
"York Police Department, Quarters and
Lockup erection", closing date the 7th
February, 1978, how may copies of
"conditions" were available from the
Clerk of Courts, York, listed as an office
for the procurement of such documents?

(2) If the answer is "Nil", why was this so?
The answer given by the Attorney-General was
that three copies could be obtained from the
office, which bad not been in existence for two
yeats before this date. The Hon. Margaret
McAteer and the Hon. Norman Baxter have
mentioned the answers to questions in this House.
This is the greatest farce I have ever seen. Three
is a specific number, and some inquiry needs to be
made into this situation.

During the last few weeks we have heard much
talk about the extension of the gas pipeline from
the north-west into the city area. Last year I
requested in this House that consideration be
given to the possibility of including water in the
flow along the pipeline to the metropolitan area.
If members refer to Hansard for 1977 they will
find that my idea was rejected purely and simply
because water and gas are not compatible.
Comments to that effect appear on page 3468 of
Hansard of that date. I have to accept they are
not compatible.

In the last few weeks we have heard on the
radio that planning is taking place subject to
tenders being called for bringing gas down this
pipeline and extending it to the metropolitan area
and beyond. In fact, the bauxite Bills under
discussion in the last few weeks have centred
around the extension of gas into the near
metropolitan areas. I believe the figure of 66 per
cent was quoted in the newspaper as being the
proportion to be used by the bauxite factories in
the south-west.

The point I wish to make is this: Willy-nilly
and straight out of hand, possibly because
someone else has suggested it and it was not
thought of by the Public Works Department or
the State Electricity Commission, the possibility
of piping water adjacent to that gas pipeline has
been discounted. If this pipeline for gas is
continued and provision is not made, either in or
near to that pipeline, for the transmission of water
to the metropolitan -areas from the north-west,
this State will be making a horrible mistake.

I say this because the contracts are being drawn
up at the moment. In my opinion insufficient
foresight has been given to the spreading of the
clearing of the area where the pipeline for gas will

be situated in an endeavour to create sufficient
space for a parallel pipeline to carry water along
the same path.

One of the greatest problems as far as the
spread of a pipeline is concerned is the initial
clearing. That is the worst part. In this case if the
Government clears the area for one pipeline,
surely it should make provision at the same time
for a second pipeline. One would imagine in the
long term, taking into account the overall costs, it
would be a great saving as far as the spread of
water is concerned.

The IHon. D. J. Wordsworth: Is not the gas
pipeline to be buried?

The Hon H. W. GAYFER: It may well be. If
that is the case there is no reason that
consideration should not be given for the area
cleared for the pipeline to be of sufficient size to
carry another pipe. I do not care whether or not it
is buried; but at least consideration must be given
to my proposition. However, nowhere in the
discussions on the question of bringing gas to
Perth has there been mention of provision for
bringing water to Perth also.

The PWD has said there are six dams still to be
constructed south of the metropolitan area. I
believe the latest report I have read on this issue
included the igure six. Nevertheless, even if those
six dams are constructed, bearing in mind the rate
of growth of the population, it is certain we will
have to pipe in water from the Fitzroy River or
the Ord River which I suggested some months ago
and on which a feasibility study has been carried
out. The estimated cost of supplying a third of the
water for the metropolitan area, namely 60
million cubic litres per year, was $2 500 million.
That information was contained in answers to
questions which I asked earlier.

All I am saying is if this gas pipeline contract is
let, surely consideration must be given to future
possible inclusion of a water pipeline also. If that
is not done I believe those in charge of the whole
project are letting down the requirements of the
State.

I notice we have new distance markers supplied
between the towns in country areas. 1 am greatly
intrigued by this. It followed an announcement by
the Main Roads Department. I shall quote from
the Main Roads Department of Western
Australia Brochure on New Distance Markers. It
reads, in part, as follows-

In conjunction with the change-over to the
metric system of weights and measures, the
Main Roads Department has adopted a new
system of distance marking along Highways
and Main Roads in Western Australia.
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The new focal point system will show the
distance along a route to the next place of
importance ahead ..

I should like members to remember those words,
"the next place of importance ahead." To
continue-

... using Kilometre Posts. It will replace
the old system of distance marking which
used mile pegs ..

It goes on at some length to give the reasons the
Main Roads Department has decreed this to be a
necessary exercise for the purpose of tourism and
the like.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: How far apart will the
signs be?

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Sorry, I do not
know. Does the honourable member mean how
far apart are the signs?

The Hon G. W. Berry: Yes.
The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: The signs are 5

kilometres apart. It is really amazing when one
leaves the town of York, for example, one sees the
next sign 5 kilometres after York which says
Brookton is so many kilometres, ahead. There is a
town in the middle called Beverley which has an
aeronautical museum and, I understand, an
agricultural museum is starting up at great
expense to the Government. There is no
delineated sign which says Beverley is even on the
road.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: It cannot be important.
The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Naturally. I might

add, if one leaves Brookton and continues to
Narrogin one sees on leaving Brookton, which is
quite an important town in itself, the next sign
which says Narrogin is so many kilometres away.
There are a few towns in between. One of them is
Pingelly and Mr MacKinnon has some very great
treasures which he would want to preserve in that
area. However, there is no reference to Pingelly as
far as tourism is concerned.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: I thought the maj or
shire towns were going to be used also.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: It relates only to
places of importance. Dowerin does not appear
either and yet it attracts 22 000 people every year
to its field day.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: I take it Waroona does
not even get a mention either?

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I do not know
about your area, Mr Waroona. I shall leave that
in Hansard. I have never been to Waroona purely
and simply because it does not attract me as much
as the Dowerin field day does. That field day is

held for two days each year. It is recognised as
being the biggest field day with the exception of
the field day at Orange in New South Wales. In
fact, the latest claims are it is even bigger. I will
give them the benefit of the doubt.

These signs are becoming hilarious, because
they are purely and simply 5 kilometres apart.
What would be the difference in cost of printing
the stamp which gives the particular designation
for the town one was approaching as well as the
name of the next town one would come to as soon
as one has left the last town? It is so crazy I am
afraid I cannot fathom it. Neither can anyone
else.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You will never get
beyond 5 kilometres.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: Why could not a
computer do this?

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Mr Aitken had a
very simple answer which I shall quote-

Following the introduction of the new
distance marking system some weeks ago, I
have received a number of letters,

I will bet he has received a number of letters. To
continue-

: ,including yours of February 28 1978,
pointing out that certain important towns
have not been selected as focal points for the
system. In each case, the writer has assumed
that, because a town has not been chosen, its
importance is lessened in the eyes of the
travelling public.

That would be a fair comment especially in
respect of people from the Eastern States who
have never heard of the previous town. To
continue-

The reasons underlying our decisions to
select certain towns and road junctions as
focal points and not others were given
publicity before the system was introduced
although centres were not named.

We should remember that. They were not named.
It just said, "Important towns are going to be
mentioned but they were not named.' To
continue-

It was explained in some detail that a
Statewide distance marking system rcquired
a network of points conveniently spaced, and
easily identified, along major traffic routes.
At no time was it proposed that all relatively
important country towns would be used as
focal points.

We have a great deal of pride in our country
towns and some of us get very hurt if the town in
which we live is not even recognised by the
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Government; but if it is not recognised by the
Main Roads Department we go thundering mad.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: Was Corrigin
mentioned?

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I would not know
the honourable member's domniciliary. It could be
any one of 10 places; but at least the town [ live in
gets a mention. To continue-

1 should point out here that the selection of
a grid of focal points requires careful
judgement in that, if the spacing of the points
is reduced below a minimum distance, the
system becomes progressively less useful to
the through-traveller who must then rely
more and more on road maps for guidance.

One is driving along a straight road and the sign
tells one that in 50 kilometres one will strike a
certain town, It is unimportant whether a couple
of very important towns or even the centres of
shires. appear in between.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: It is very confused.
The IHon. H. W. GAYFER: It is confused to

say the least. To continue-
If the spacing is too large, it surfers from

the same limitations as the old system
wherein mile posts showed only the distance
to Perth.

That is true. Previously one stood by the signpost
at Kalgoorlie and it said, -365 miles to Perth".
This is the greatest example of decenitralisation I
have ever seen. At least it is based away from
Perth and it refers to a few towns in between. It
does not refer to all towns; that was too difficult.
It was too difficult to print a number on a disc at
each 5 kilometre space to tell one that the next
town may be Dowerin, it may be Tammin, or it
may be Beverley. That was too difficult, It would
require the same number of posts, but only a
different designation on top of the post would he
necessary. I should like to quote again from the
letter as follows-

It is stressed that the present focal points
were selected on the basis of convenient
spacing,..

I thought they were being selective because they
were important towns. I thought I had read that
out previously. To continue-

Nevertheless, it has beeb selected on the
convenient spacing and road identification by
travellers, not on a subjective system based
on the relative importance of towns along
each route. I agree that the brochure from
which you have quoted might have been
worded more carefully.

What an understatement! Mr Neil McNeill might
be interested in this and I quote again from the
brochure-

The next place of importance ahead.
Mr Aitken admits that perhaps the brochure
might have been worded more carefully. 1, too,
think it might have been. To continue-

However, the publicity given to the system
prior to its introduction adequately covered
the point at issue and I feel there is little
justification for townspeople being aggrieved
because their towns were not selected as focal
points.

He said previously in his letter the towns were not
given publicity before the system was introduced.
In other words, nobody knew which towns would
be chosen.

I have a sheaf of letters in my hand from
individual towns, within my electorate which are
most perturbed that they are not very important
towns in the eyes of the Commissioner of Main
Roads. I would therefore expect that the Minister
controlling that-

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: No. That is an
independent authority.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: The Minister has
no control whatsoever?

The Hon. D.- J, Wordsworth: You ought to
know that.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I think it is ime
the Government got together with the back-
bench ers of Parliament and the members of local
government, and told the Main Roads
Department exactly what we want in this State.
We do not want to be told what the department
thinks should be good enough for us.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: Do you think those
distance markers serve any useful purpose?

The Hon. H. W. GAY FER: I think they do in
my area. When I travel from Northam to
Goomalling, which is the next town after
Northam, I know I have X kilometres to go, but
when I leave Northam to go to the Dowerin field
day, for example, I am a little nonplussed when I.
know Wyalkatchemn is twice the distance ahead
that I would expect Dowerin to be. It is a little
disarming, more so when tourists from Orange
come over to compare the field day with their
field day. it goes further than this. It goes down
to Mr Knight's area and the southern parts of the
State, and those towns are a greater distance
apart.

The point I am making is it would not require
any more posts on the road. All it would require is
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a different designation on the posts, because they
are five kilometres apart.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: What about having
some more posts? What about poor country dogs?

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I did not think of
that. The Hon. Grace Vaughan, I might add, is
more interested in posts for the purpose of
training dogs than she is in letting it be known
where the country towns are. I can assure her the
country towns are very important. She, as a
sociologist, should know; people in towns have a
right to be respected; and people who represent
those towns have a right to put up the case as
those towns see it.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: I share your
concern.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I remember the
honourable member saying something about
Woodanilling. She said she did not know it
existed. She retracted her words and said it was a
quaint and lovable place. That was after she went
back the second time to square off her first
utterances.

We have a terrific amount of pride in our
country towns, because we have to attract people
to live in them and we like to tell people they are
around. I know sociologists have a lot of trouble
with the density of the population in Perth, but I
can assure the Hon. Grace Vaughan if we had
those signposts and people knew where the towns
were sociologists would have fewer troubles in the
metropolitan area.

There is a matter I did not intend to mention
but I must mention it because it concerns your
electorate, Mr President. Knowing the wonderful
job you do in your electorate, I hate to bring it up.
The Leader of the House might also be interested
in it, because he, too, is an early morning walker.

About two years ago the Metropolitan
Transport Trust built a new jetty at Mends
Street.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Hasn't Mr Shea
seen you about this yet?

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: No.
The Hon. D. J1. Wordsworth; He said he walks

there himself and he was going to mention it.
The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I have waited two

years for him to see me, and I think now is the
time to bring up the matter. I am bringing it up
simply because the President is unable to bring up
matters of concern to his own electorate, and I
have the greatest sympathy with his problem in
respect of the Mends Street jetty.

The new jetty was built with a protected area in
which people could sit while waiting for the ferry.

The idea was that when the ferry came along the
people would embark on it, and at times when the
ferry was not operating people could walk out to
the end of the jetty and enjoy themselves by doing
a little bit of fishing, as they have done on the
Mends Street jetty for something like 50 years, as
you know, Mr President. It is a traditional thing.
One might catch only blowies, but it is amazing to
wake up and look over that jetty, as the Leader of
the House would, and see the people fishing at the
end of the jetty at 4 o'clock on a hot summer
morning. The ferry does not run until about 7
o'clock.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: I am sure
politicians do not have to catch blowies at 4
o'clock in the Morning..

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I am sure
politicians like the Leader of the House, the Hon.
Clive Griffiths, and me used to enjoy walking out
to the end of that jetty after a night of anxiety in
this House. But we cannot do that any longer,
because gates have been put across the jetty and
they cannot be opened for Mr MacKinnon, Mr
President, Mr Gayfer, or the general public.
Because the old jetty was not considered to be up
to standard, a new jetty was built of concrete. It is
really tough and cost a lot of money, and to
protect that heap of concrete a gate was put
across it. No-one can get out there and scratch his
name on it or burn it down, because there are
gates across it, and those gates are closed
whenever the ferry is not running.

I used to look out of my window, which
happens to look over the jetty, and see the
people-mostly families with children-who
walked out to the end of it, particularly on a
Sunday night. I might even be bold enough to say
I have seen you out there, Mr President. That
activity has now been totally debarred.

I am told the bollards, which are held by 2-inch
nuts, are in danger of being unscrewed and
thrown into the water. I do not know whether that
is so. Neverthelesss, it seems to me one of the
prime attractions on that part of the water-that
is, the Mends Street jetty-is no longer accessible
to the public after the ferry ceases to run, even
though that edifice has been built in concrete in
lieu of the wooden jetty which originally stood
there. You shake your head, Sir. I thought it was
a wooden jetty.'

The Hon. D. W. Cooley interjected.
The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: That may be the

reason, but South Perth is a wonderfully peaceful
area and people have enjoyed the jetty for years. I
have never heard of a drowning there-I think the
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water is only about 18 inches deep, anyway. I do
not think that is the reason.

I will go so far as to say that on looking at the
superstructure which is to protect people on the
jetty I do not think any provision was made for
gates on the original plan. I think they were an
afterthought and I hope the matter will be looked
at again. There are dozens of jetties on the river
and, apart from private jetties, this is one of the
few which are bolted to prevent people from using
what I believe should be available to any person
to enjoy at any time.

The main street of York, which is well known
because it is one of the oldest streets in a country
town in Western Australia, is called Avon
Terrace. It happens to be the main connecting
road between the eastern districts and the Perth
road which goes through to Midland Junction.
For some years the York Shire Council has been
trying to establish a road to bypass York
completely in order to preserve this old part of the
town, through which heavy trucks travel at all
hours. I am told if the Main Roads Department
should construct a bypass road around York that
road would come under the jurisdiction of the
York Shire Council. The road needs upgrading
but, if it is to be upgraded for the purpose of
carrying heavy vehicles, it is regrettably beyond
the capacity of the York Shire Council.

However, if the bypass road for heavy vehicles
goes around the town, then the work will be
within the capacity of the York Shire Council.
This seems to me to be a simple equation. The
submissions to the Main Roads Department have
been steadily knocked back while the costs have
risen, It would be a far less costly exercise as far
as the Government, the Main Roads Department,
and local government are concerned, to put in this
bypass road that is required now and has been
required for the 16 years I have represented the
area.

The requirements in regard to Avon Terrace
have reached the stage where we must set up a
committee to study the advantages of one
proposal against the other. We should not adhere
absolutely to what may be regarded as the
traditional access road, just for the sake of
adherence. We must look definitely at the other
alternatives.

Members of this House who have travelled
down the Perth Road and pulled up at the York
Hotel, then entered Avon Terrace at a right
angle, and immediately moved right towards
Bruce Rock, Corrigin, and other places, or left to
travel to Northam, have realised that they have
experienced some difficulty in turning their car at

that particular point. However, any member who
has seen the driver of a triple-deck semi-trailer
attempting to negotiate that corner at any hour of
the day or night, and seen him shuffling and
trying to gain access without swiping the hotel on
one corner or the bank on the other, would realise
that action is urgent.

The need for a bypass around the town has
been evident for a very long time. The repeated
submissions made, in particular, to the
Commission~r of Main Roads should be looked
at, and they should be strongly recommended,
particularly by the Minister for Transport, who I
know is particularly interested in all facets of
main roads, even though he does not have control
over the commissioner.

The last matter I want to mention is a subject
which has been mentioned by Mr Don Cooley in
this Chamber. He talked about coloured licence
plates-black on yellow and white on black. The
number plates on city vehicles are rather foreign
to us country people, but I notice they are black
on white. In fact, there are several different
coloured number plates in this State at the
present time. I believe honestly that there is an
ulterior motive behind this.

I forget which Government it was that tried
originally to take licensing away from country
areas-it could have been this Government or the
previous one of a different political persuasion.
Therefore, I am not castigating any particular
Government when I say that when the
Government failed to gain country registrations in
toto, the next step was to try to take away from
shire councils the licensing of vehicles within
those councils.

The first step failed because some shire councils
refused to give up the licensing of vehicles to the
metropolitan area. In fact, these councils wanted
to remain decentralised. In my opinion the next
bait was the issuing of personalised number plates
to anyone in the State. This idea really appealed
to the young people in country areas, and in most
of the 26 shires and country towns that I
represent it was very noticeable that the young
people were purchasing these plates. In fact, their
vehicles were licensed in Perth purely and simply
so they could have personalised number plates.
Ultimately their elders-and quite rightly so in
my opinion-pointed out that this represented a
loss of revenue to the country shires. Certainly the
recording fee was only $4, but nevertheless it
mounted up. To me this seemed almost to be a
rort carried out to try to entice licensing away
from country towns; a concept many of us had
tried purposely to protect. Of course this
Presented a few problems because some people
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wanted licensing to stay with country towns, and
others were diabolically opposed to the idea.

I have here a letter which is of great interest. I
will not read it out, but I will refer to its contents.
People living in Cunderdin receive the prefix
CMT on their number plates when they register
their vehicles there. These initials stand for
Cunderdin, Meckering, and Tammin. A number
plate was issued to a certain person and it bore
the number CMT 021. Another gentleman in that
town decided that he rather liked that, and he
thought he would apply to the city for a
personalised plate with that number. This is a
rather interesting decision, because although I do
not know the gentleman's initials I understand his
Surname commences with the letter "R". In my
opinion he went out of his way purposely to try to
confound the authorities by having the same
number plate as another person. So immediately a
letter was written to the licensing authority in
Perth.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: CR 500.
The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Yes, that is the

number plate on *my car, CR 500-white -on
black. I cannot see anything in the regulations to
stop my having it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I made a
statement to that effect.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Yes, the Leader of
the House made a statement and I overheard it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I made a
statement right out loud some months ago.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Yes, Mr Cooley
interjected. We have now reached the ridiculous
stage of having a multiplicity of number plates. I
have a white on black number plate, as has the
member for Mt. Marshall in another place. These
were the original number plates, and many cars in
the Quindanning and Quairading area have them.
Then the black on white plates were issued
subsequently and I remember a certain Mr
Crommelin in another place said that this would
be the greatest assistance if a car was parked on
the side of the road. This was agreed to by
Government members, including me. However,
we then introduced personalised number plates
and this seemed to refute Mr Crommelin's
argument of 1966. Now the latest is black on
yellow plates.

Possibly we could find many different number
plates on cars travelling the streets and roads of
Western Australia. It appears to me that we have
gone overboard in this regard.

'Let me go back a little. Originally, we could
not have white on black plates in country areas

and two letters signifying the name of a country
town because, we were told, the computer could
not record it. We have now grown up in regard to
computers, and we know how crazy that
statement was because computers can record
anything. If something has an extra letter, an
asterisk can stand in place of the particular
numeral or letter concerned.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Give him his due,
the previous Minister for Transport acknowledged
that.

The Hon, H. W. GAYFER: Yes, but
nevertheless it started the ball rolling. The next
thing we had was personalised number plates.
Certainly this brought in another $30 per plate to
the licensing authority.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: That system of course
was commenced at least three Ministers ago.

The Hon. H-. W. GAYFER: I could not say
when it commenced, but it certainly commenced
after this run on country licensing.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: That was not
necessary either.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: What you describe as
a run on country licences happened before the
three Ministers ago.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Possibly, and I see
the point the honourahle member is driving at.
Perhaps the personalised number plates were a
good thing. I have just returned from Sydney
today, and I did not notice many personalised
number plates in the streets there, or in Canberra
while I was there yesterday. Perhaps there are
some in those cities, but not nearly as many as
appear proportionally in Western Australia.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: The idea came from
over there.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: It may have done,
but the idea seems to be taking hold over here.
Perhaps I should be a little careful in what I say,
and state simply that I believe this idea will help
to take away licensing from country areas.

We now have the black and yellow number
plates, and perhaps MrT Cooley will tell us the
slogan that appears on them.

The H-on. D. W. Cooley: "WA-State of
Excitement".'

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I do not know
whether Mr Cooley is aware of this, but the
person registering his vehicle may now decide
whether he wants this slogan on the number plate
or not. I am sure Mr Cooley would seek to remain
with the "State of Excitement", knowing how he
loves that term. It is simply amazing the variety
of plates we have in this State, and frankly I
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would like to explore one small matter that has
concerned me for a long period; that is, the sticker
denoting the licensing of a vehicle which is stuck
on the windscreen or the side window of the
vehicle. I was going to say in this "lackadaisical"
day and age we are living in, but perhaps Mrs
Vaughan could help me out with the right term. It
seems we are trying to make everything easier.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: I do not think we
are.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: What I am trying
to say is that a few years ago everyone would take
one sticker off before putting another one in its
place, and now it is noticeable that some people
are now covering up the windscreen or side
window of their vehicles with these registration
stickers. Evidently this is allowable, because I
have seen it on many vehicles.

These stickers are all over the place. It may be
quite acceptable to the average person, but to me
they look hideous and untidy. Nevertheless, I
believe we can reduce the problem somewhat. I do
not know what is the cost of printing these pieces
of paper we stick on our windscreens but I do
believe they are the biggest anywhere in
Australia.

Mr President, if ever you-and I am talking to
you personally now-have got out Your razor
blade and tried to scrape one of these stickers off
your windscreen, you would realise the ordeal
with which you would be faced.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is easier than
with an electric razor!

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Mr MacKinnon is
an amazing man; he is the only person I know
who can use an electric razor for that purpose.
However, I am talking about the practical
application of a razor blade to a windscreen in an
attempt to erase the sticker. I know there are
many people who do this and I know there are
gadgets one can buy in which one inserts a razor
blade. But why not have a smaller type of
identification sticker? Surely it would be cheaper
in the long run to print smaller stickers; certainly,
it would be less tedious to remove the stickers,
and it would provide the same identification as is
provided under the present system.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: May I be of assistance to
the honourable member? All you have to do is
dampen the sticker with a wet rag for 20 minutes
and it will peel off easily.

The Hon. A. W. GAYFER: Mr Pike
undoubtedly has the answer; I congratulate him
on ensuring that it appeared in Hansard, because
we have been trying to find the perfect answer for
some time.

However, that does not save money by reducing
the amount of paper used. If we multiply the
stickers by the number of vehicles on the road,
and then consider the tediousness of removing
these stickers, it soon will be seen the stickers are
far too large.

I notice the windscreen stickers in Canberra are
only about 1.25 inches by 2.5 inches, yet they
contain everything our stickers display on a piece
of paper 2.5 inches by 5 inches. It is a hideous
monstrosity of a sticker, especially when one sees
them displayed one above the other.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: I did not know you had
a whole heap of them on your windscreen.

The Hon. H. W. GAITER: I do not; I am
drawing attention to the number of motorists who
drive around the metropolitan area with stickers
going back some years on their windscreens.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: I thought that was
illegal.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Evidently it is not.
Certainly, it should be illegal.

The Hon. 0. N. B. Oliver: Obviously they have
run out of razor blades.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I think it is about
time we had a look at this identification sticker to
see whether we could come up with something
which is a little less obtrusive.

At the same time, considering we have so many
number plates in production in Western Australia
at the moment, we should be given permission to
put the colour number plate on our motor vehicle
that would best match the colour of the vehicle.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West-Leader of the House) [12.04 am.]: I
thank members for their support of this Bill. A
number of matters raised by members were
statements of fact, and they will be drawn to the
attention of the relevant authorities. For instance,
Mr Claughton raised some matters and I promise
he will receive a reply in due course. It must be
obvious to members that the technical questions
raised cannot be answered without departmental
advice. In specific terms, the engineering
problems associated with some matters raised by
Mr Gayfer must be answered by engineers. No
doubt he will get a note about that in due course.

Miss Elliott raised a matter which is near and
dear to her heart; namely, handicapped children
and the Department for Community Welfare; all
these matters will be noted. I commented at the
time by way of interjection that some of us have
thrown off the demon tobacco, not having been
quite so successful with the demon rum. Miss
Elliott and I have both given up smoking and I
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notice she has even taken to speaking against it in
this House. 1 have not become quite as reformed
as that yet. They say there is nbthing quite as bail
as a reformed drunk or smoker!

Several members took the opportunity to
comment on cyclone "Alby" and its disastrous
effects and the equally heartening result of
bringing together so many people in misfortune.
That was a very notable aspect of the disaster in
the south-west.

We join with Mr Tom McNeil and Mr Pike
who expressed their horror at the dreadful
disaster of the death of Mr Aldo Moro, and some
of the problems associated with that type of
terrorist action. I could not do better than
recommend to members an article in the most
recent copy of IPA Review for January-March.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: It is a very good
magazine; very informative.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, it is. The
article is written by W. A. C. Adie and is titled,
"Australia and World-wide Terrorism". It is an
extremely interesting article and sets out the
inherent dangers in protest marches and
demonstrations of any sort-a view which I have
held for a number of years and indeed, have made
public on a number of occasions.

Mr Tozer raised the matter of Aboriginal
schools. I have always considered these schools to
be in the nature of private schools and as such,
difficult to take over. It could not really be done
unless they made an approach. Nevertheless, I
may be wrong about that; I am quite sure Mr
Tozer will receive an answer in due course.

I also have a feeling that a number of these
schools have at their core very dedicated people
who work specifically at those schools, and might
not fit into the ordinary hierarchical structure of
the State school system. While there may be
something gained in doing what the honourable
member suggests, there might also be something
lost. We would have to work out a bit of a balance
sheet in relation to that proposal.

I was a little intrigued by Mr Gayfer's
comments about number plates. I always thought
the colour of the number plate could be only that
specified by the Government on the issued
number plate; I thought that had been made
abundantly clear, as is evidenced by his own
motor car. I do not know whether there is a rule
against having a number plate of a different
colour.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Neither does Mr
Dixon; I asked him.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think the

answer to the query regarding personal number
plates is that we probably are selling them too
cheaply. In the first instance, it was done simply
to make a few bob. There was some pressure to
have personalised plates. Perhaps if we doubled
the price it would make for fewer personal plates
on the road.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: They are selling well,
are they?

The Hon. G. C. MacK[NNON: I do not know;
I am going only by what Mr Gayfer said. They
are obviously selling pretty well if Mr Gayfer sees
them driving around the streets.

I take Mr Gayfer's point regarding windscreen
stickers. I was intrigued to notice that in New
Zealand-a very careful people-they are half
the size of ours and are placed in the middle of
the windscreen at the top; they are not allowed to
have two stickers on a windscreen at any one
time.

I must admit that with a lot of things, progress
seems to lead to greater difficulties. I know from
my own experience that it takes about four times
as long to remove these new windscreen stickers
which no longer are of the transfer type. I am
sure the points raised by Mr Gayfer will receive
due consideration.

I repeat I am grateful for the attention this Bill
has excited and the interest members have shown
in supporting it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commit e, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.

G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the House), and
passed.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE

ACT AMENDMENT HILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

THE HON. D. W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [12.14 a.m.J: Mr President, I am
authorised on behalf of the Opposition to say we
support this Bill. However, it is supported with
some misgivings in regard to its application. We
understand the Bill will embrace a pay-as-you-use
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principle for residential purposes only within the
metropolitan area The Bill appears to give the
Minister four options in the manner in which
water will be weighted. This is an entirely new
concept and we believe it should be given a fair
trial.

There is no doubt that until recent times in
Western Australia the use of water was very
excessive and people did not seem to have any
idea about conservation. When this Bill becomes
an Act of Parliament it will put an obligation on
consumers to save water. From the advice I have
received with the application of the pay-as-you-
use system there will only be a very little extra
charge on the average consumer. That
information was not contained in the second
reading speech, but the information 1 have is that
most people will pay a flat charge per annum of
$36 over and above drainage and sewerage
charges and they will pay I c per kilolitre over
and above 150 kilolitres used per annum.

The Hon. R. 0. Pike: Or 33 000 gallons.
The H-on. D. W. COOLEY: They will pay

something like 70c for 1 000 gallons. I have made
a rather rough estimate on my previous account
and I believe there will only be a very minor
difference. In the area in which I live and the
amount of water I use I believe I can be regarded
as an average consumer. So we do get some
comfort from this situation.

The H-on. R. G. Pike: Your leader said it was a
massive increase.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I am not in the
habit of looking in on the other Chamber, and I
am more interested in this House.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: I meant your leader in
this place.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Opposition is
also comforted by the fact that the commercial
rate for water will still apply. I appreciate that
there will be no relaxation of this point.

There may be consideration given to the
position of flats and units to be rated as
commercial buildings. We believe this would be
equitable and that it may relieve some of the
expenses on the average consumer. It has also
been proposed that consideration might be given
to large families called upon to use excessive
water in the raising of their families. We cannot
see that there would be any great difficulty in
people making a declaration as to the size of their
family when they pay their water bills.

I am sure that country members will agree that
the principle of pay-as-you-use is a good one.
They appear to have had preferential treatment

with water rating and they Seem to get it on the
cheap.

The IHon. J1. C. Tozer: You don't understand
the country water supply.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Of course I am
referring to country members rather than outback
members. By and large the Opposition agrees
with this Bill and we hope the new system will
succeed. Most of all we hope it will have some
effect in preserving a very precious commodity.

THE HON. G. W. BERRY (Lower North)
112.20 a.m.]: In the area in which I live we have
had this pay-as-you-use system for some time.
Under the previous system people did not seem to
have much regard for the amount of water they
used, despite many attempts by the department to
induce people to conserve water. However, it had
no effect. We got away from the estimated rental
values and rates to a flat rate charge and where
we adopted the hay-as-you-use method right from
the first kilolitre.

Since the introduction of this system people
have been made more aware of water usage and
they are more conscious of how they use their
water. They are also able to check their accounts
very easily as they only have one charge. It is easy
to check how many kilolitres they have used. I
have always defended this sort of system
because-as in electricity and gas charges-there
is never any trouble in arriving at how much a
person is using.

I believe this new system will be a step in, the
right direction. When people become accustomed
to it they will find it a very simple method of
paying for the water they use.

THE HON. R. G. PIKE (North Metropolitan)
[12.22 am.): I rise to support the Bill and in so
doing I point out to the House a unique feature.
The feature is that in schedule A to the Bill, and
the point has already been made by the Hon. Don
Cooley, there is a flat charge of $36 imposed on
the totality of the ratable properties in the
metropolitan area which number about 215 000.

The significance of this charge is immense
regarding the future ramifications for local
government rating and, indeed, sewerage rating in
Western Australia. I contemplate that the $36
charge is to be applied to all properties on which
at present the State Taxation Department
employs a massive number of public servants for
the purpose of determining valuations.

I am aware that the State Taxation
Department on behalf of the totality of local
government in Western Australia embarks itself
on massive valuation and revaluation programmes
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on four-yearly cycles. We should bear in mind
that if in'the long term we strike a flat charge for
sewerage and local government rates on a service
basis, almost the totality of that section of the
State Taxation Department which is used for
valuations would cease to have a need for
existence.

The principle is one in the best traditions of
free enterprise which is that we pay for what we
get. I think the Bill deserves the support of the
House.

THE HON. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [12.24 a.m.]: I would like to
support the remarks made by my colleague, the
Hon. Don Cooley. There is some concern
particularly amongst pensioners of the possible
effeocts of this new system where they are not
heavy users of water and their properties do not
have high valuations. There is the fear that the
present system of allowing pensioner rebates will
not apply to this $36. 1 would like the Minister to
give some assurance on this aspect.

The problem is the same with pensioners who
live in flats or in their own properties, or where
they rent premises. In rented detached properties,
for example, the water rates are now paid by the
landlord. If we introduce a pay-as-you-use system
there is a real possibility that the water charges
will then become a charge on the tenant. This is
one of the unknowns in this changeover.

On the quegion of flats, this has been a
difficulty for a long time, not only with water but
with other services. I have spoken in this House
several times in the past on the problems related
to metering for electricity, for example. Where
flats or units are owned by a company, there is
this problem of people not being sure of their
commitments.

It has always seemed to me that there should be
some way in which the individual unit owners
should be supplied with their own meters for all
purposes and individual accounts should be
rendered. It does not seem justified that because a
person happens to live in a flat or unit he should
not have the same privileges as all other persons
within the community of having available their
own personal metering device.

The excuses given by the water supply and
electricity authorities are not really sound and
they suit the conveniences of those d epartments
rather than take account of the individual.

Another problem along this line was raised in
the media by Mr Patrick who is connected with
one of the pensioner organisations. In an article
that appeared in The West Australian north
suburban section of the 19th April. this year, he
(52)

said, "What I cannot understand is why the
Government has taken away from the public
servants the power to use their discretion. In the
old days they used to be able to." This was in
reference to the matter of pensioner rebates for
water rates. Apparently there had been an
administrative direction that pensioners of a
certain class would not receive the rebate.

Those pensionirs who do not carry a pensioner
card will not be able to obtain the rebates, but
those who do carry the medical card will obtain
the rebate. In answer to a question on the subject
recently the Government indicated that it had the
matter under review. This is another instance of
where the Government has an opportunity to
examine the situation to devise some way to assist
this class of people. They are not wealthy; in fact
they are far from wealthy and they often are in
their own homes where they have lived all their
lives and they know everyone in the community.
They want to remain where they are for the rest
of their lives.

If I remember correctly. Mr Tom Knight spoke
about pensioners in country areas and indicated
that they wished to stay in their community. I
believe we should respect their wishes. The
Government should try to find a way to overcome
the problem of those pensioners who do not
receive the fringe benefits, including rebates of
water rates.

To move away from that aspect. I would like to
say that already this last summer we have noticed
a difference in the urban landscape. People have
not had the time to hand water their gardens or
perhaps, because of their great concern about the
need to conserve water, they have not used water
on their gardens, or perhaps some people have just
not bothered to do any hand watering. Whatever
the reason we have already noticed a marked
difference in the appearance of homes in some
districts. I wonder whether this difference will
become even more marked under the pay-as-you-
use system. I believe this will be so because people
on lower incomes will not be able to afford to pay
for the water needed to keep their lawns and
gardens looking trim and pleasant.

Until quite recently Perth had justifiably
earned a reputation of being a pleasant green
garden city, but we are fast losing that reputation.
I think that one of the consequences of the
legislation before us will be that the general
atmosphere of Perth will be less beautiful than it
has been simply because of the water situation
and because of the different incomes earned by
people in various suburbs. We will find that the
affluent suburbs will look more pleasant because
the owners of the properties there will be able to
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pay the extra money for the water they will
require for their gardens while those in less
affluent districts will find it far more difficult to
do so.

Other speakers on another debate tonight have
made the point about how people are being
squeezed by the downward pressure of incomes
and the upward pressure of costs of all sorts of
Government services and commodities. I think
that is another aspect which the Government
must take into account, although I cannot
visualise a solution.

One article I read referred to Israel, a country
which is very short of water. The writer indicated
that the country used every last drop of water
available and that it had a sliding scale of charges
so that the more water one used, the more one
paid for it. This was a disincentive to
unnecessarily use the water.

It may well be that this would be a way to
overcome the problem among our citizens so that
there is not a marked difference in the appearance
of various suburbs. If the people are more amfuent
and wish to use more than the ordinary amount
of water and they have the funds to do this, then
we must increase the cost of every extra litre of
water used.

Finally, I would like to refer to underground
water supplies. There have been rumours that the
Government intends to meter and to charge for
underground water. I hope this is not so,
especially in view of the fact that I recently
installed a bore. I suggest that the optimism with
regard to the replenishment of water supplies,'
particularly as they affect underground water, is
not really very well based because the
underground supplies are becoming depleted as
well. We will need more than an average rainfall
to replenish OUr Supplies to anything like normal.

Perhaps heavy rains will fill our dams, but we
will require more than one reasonable season in
order to replenish our underground supplies.

With those words, I support the Bill.

THE HON. G. C. MmeK!NNON (South-
West-Leader of the House) [12.31 a.m.I: I
thank members for their interest in and support of
the Bill. I must admit that I was surprised a little
at the debate which has ensued since the report
was first issued. Initially I detected enthusiastic
support for the pay-as-you-use principle.

The Hon. D. K. Darts: That will diminish as
time goes on.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I was surprised
because this was tried in about 1966 and I have
very vivid recollections of the occasion and the

alacrity with which in about two weeks everyone
backed off. I notice that one or two members
including, I think, Mr B. T. Burke, followed
exactly the same pattern with his initial
statements.

Nevertheless, there has been an acceptance of
the principle of pay-as-you-use, and a movement
towards it. I do find it confusing, though, when
people speak about being in favour of pay-as-you-
use for any commodity and then immediately
confuse the issue of that particular commodity
with a whole field of social welfare. If we are to
convert every service of the Government into the
branch of social welfare we will have an
extremely confused situation, It is bad enough
now.

The Hion. R. F. Cla ughton: You have said in
this Chamber and have expressed great pride in
the fact that your Government has done that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: What Mr
Claughton was speaking about was not so much
pay-as-you-use, but how we can subvert the pay-
as-you-use to a system of social benefits for those
groups of people he calls the underprivileged, the
people on low incomes, or whatever they may be.
I must admit that I do not know how one would
be able to assess the low-income groups in
connection with properties and houses.

I can well remember the different times when I
have been canvassing, when I found houses in
areas which are generally regarded as being low-
income areas because individuals in them are low-
income earners during the day and I have
returned in the evening and found four wage
earners all earning good money.

Mr Pike would recall the same situation in
Collie when a survey was made in regard to the
average income per home. It was found it was
exceedingly high. It is possible to get a property in
Nedlands in which the male only goes out and
earns perhaps $20 000 a year whereas in a place
in Victoria Park, with the combined income of a
husband, wife, and two children, the amnount
could be easily $30 000.

This applies of course to a number of people
employed in the situation Mr Claughton enjoyed.
For instance a senior master could be married to a
woman who becomes a senior mistress and their
combined income would be very good indeed.

Therefore it becomes very difficult to decide
how to level this area to ease the rate.

I think that the honourable member is well
aware of the fact that pensioners can get rebates
with regard to their rates, and their problem
arises when they move into' the area of excess
water on which they cannot get a rebate.
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Nevertheless there is a general acceptance of
these problems and so I am grateful for that. I
therefore commend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in committe.
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (the

Hon. R. J. L. Williams) in the Chair; the Hon. 0.
C. MacKinnon (Leader of the House) in charge
of the Bill.

Clause I put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 90 amended-
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: In view of the

Minister's remarks I must ask whether it is the
Government's intention to continue the rate
rebate system because- his remarks seem to
indicate that this might not be so. Several people
have approached me on the subject and it is my
obligation to voice their fears in the Chamber and
to ascertain the Minister's views in respect of
them. It is the Minister's duty to give an
assurance about what will happen under the new
arrangements and whether in fact the rebate
system as it stands at present will continue to
apply. The Dill does not say it will not, but we
should have an assurance from the Minister.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I am not
altogether certain about what the honourable
member is saying. I did not indicate we would not
carry on with the rebate system. I said that he
would be well aware of the fact that the rebate
system applies to the rates, but not to excess
water charges. I gave no indication of any
cessation of the rebate system. I have heard of no
such proposal. It has never been mooted.

Clause put and passed.
Sitting suspended from 12.45 to 1.03 a.m.

Clause 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the

report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the IHon.
G. C. Macl~innon (Leader of the House), and
passed.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT?
AMENDMENT DILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by the Hon. D. J. Wordsworth (Minister
for Transport), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. D. J. WORDSWORTH

(South-Minister for Transport) [1.07 a 1.J
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Members will no -doubt be aware that this
Government, ghortly after assuming office,
indicated that an inquiry would be held into
workers' compensation. This was to include a
review of the Act itself, the clarity of which has
been subject to some adverse judicial comment
over the years.

A judicial inquiry, through factors not within
the control of this Government, has been subject
to delays. These have been due to the
unavailability of a suitable person to conduct a
full inquiry and a Commonwealth proposal for a
national compensation scheme.

It is expected, however, that the judical inquiry
should commence in the very near future.

It will be appreciated that workers'
compensation is an important and complex
matter. Many issues are involved both from the
view of adequately compensating injured workers
and their families and doing this in the most
efficient and effective way.

The judicial inquiry is expected to be a lengthy
and protracted exercise. For this reason the
Government obtained a report from the Chairman
of the Workers' Compensation Board on matters
requiring urgent attention and submitted these to
Mr G. C. Clarkson, QC to make
recommendations.

These recommendations and the chairman's
original report were submitted to the Trades and
Labor Council of Western Australia, the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry
and the State Government Insurance Office.

It is worth mentioning also that these
organisations and others have made submissions
to the Government on the question of workers'
compensation, all of which have been considered.

The amendments now being introduced are
intended as an interim measure and include those
matters which have been recommended by the
chairman and Mr Clarkson. as well as others
arising from submissions put to the Government.

In answer to claims that some of these matters
should be referred to the judicial inquiry it is
pointed out that they have already been subjected
to investigation. The Government believes that
these amendments should proceed now.

Possibly there will be objections to some
amendments but members are assured that
sufficient research and study has already been
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undertaken on these matters and it is not
necessary to delay them further.

Of immediate concern, of course, is the
amendment to establish a supplementary board.
Members will be aware of the unfortunate
backlog of claims that has built up over the past
few years and the difficulties experienced by
workers and their families because of delays. The
Bill seeks to provide the necessary power to
constitute and appoint a supplementary board.

The amending legislation also corrects a
situation, brought about by a legal interpretation
of section 7 (3) (a) of the Act.

This interpretation by the High Court in the
May Y Geraldton Building Company case, is
contrary to the intention of the legislation and in
order to clarify the matter it is necessary to
examine the principles involved.

Section 7 (3) (a) refers to lump-sum payments
under the second schedule of the Act.

Prior to 1970 a worker on weekly compensation
payments for an injury, which resulted in a
disability, was automatically paid a lump sum
when his disability stabilised and his weekly
payments then terminated.

An amendment to the Act in 1970 introduced
the right of a worker to elect, if he wished for a
lump-sum payment in lieu of weekly payments
rather than have the insurance company
automatically pay him out. The worker who could
not return to his normal duties could therefore
remain on weekly payments. This was the whole
intention of the 1970 amendment,

If a worker postponed his election and received
weekly payments, after his injury had stabilised
he was able to receive a total pay-out in excess of
that applying prior to 1970.

Weekly payments are adjusted with wage
indexation movements and his total compensation
is limited only by the maximum liability under
the Act.

This maximum liability is at present $41 226
and this also increases annually with the average
weekly earnings. In some cases even this
maximum liability can be exceeded.

With a worker's total compensation already
being adjusted through weekly payments, it is
wrong that any lump-sum payment should also
increase. To suggest that this is an equitable
situation means the worker is receiving a dual
advantage by delaying his election; but this is
what is occurring as a result of the court decision
to which I referred earlier.

This decision ruled that the lump-sumn payment

was that applicable as at the date of election,
rather than that fixed by the date of accident.

The court decision was not concerned with the
merits and equities of the situation, but simply
with the legal interpretation of the words. This
interpretation is contrary to the intention of the
Act and occurred inadvertently in the making of
the amendment.

The Hon. Dl. W. Cooley: Nonsense!
The Hon. Dl. J. WORDSWORTH: I did not

know Mr Cooley was here. This open-ended
situation in respect of the amount of the lump-
sum payment also places insurance companies in
an impossible position in trying to asses
outstanding claims for premium purposes.

The right of election, whilst of considerable
value to workers, was never intended to be
accompanied by a change in the amount of the
lump-sum payment.

This is indicated by the complete absence of
reference to this aspect in the debates at the time
as reported in Hansard, and further proof is that
no such claim was made by, or on behalfr of, any
worker for years after the 1970 amendment.

To describe the Government's action in
correcting this situation as pruning lump-sum
payments provided for by the law, is an over-
simplification and amounts to little more than a
distortion of the true situation.

The present amendment therefore re-
establishes the 1970 situation, and the original
intention of the legislation.

This Bill also introduces a new method of
premium assessment by removing the present
ceiling of $50 per week per worker now used and
replacing it with a method based on gross
earnings. This new method of premium
calculation will provide a more equitable basis for
premium fixation for individual employers.

Provision has also been made in the Bill to
cover workers operating outside the State's
territorial limits and to enable the Workers'
Compensation Board to make advances to
workers requiring financial assistance before an
award is made.

Prior to 1973, where death resulted for a
compensable injury, dependents received a lump
sum settlement, less the amount of any weekly
payments made and less the amount of any lump
sum paid in redemption of weekly payments.

The amendments of 1973 deleted the provision
for deducting the amounts of any weekly
payments. This, in effect, means that more than
the maximum liability under the Act could be
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paid on a single claim. This is an anomaly and is
corrected by the amendment.

The Bill provides for inclusion of a former
divorced wife, who is still legally dependent on the
worker, under the definition of "widow or wife",
and clarifies the situation in respect of workers
engaged in concurrent contracts of service.

There are minor amendments associated with
technical problems in the Act, which include a
change in the adjustment mechanism for the
"'prescribed amount", applicable in second
schedule lump-sum payments.

The new provision will overcame difficulties
experienced at present due to delays in the
publication of quarterly statistics from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics.

Adjustments have also been made for the costs
of funeral expenses and meals and lodging
expenses.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. D.

W. Cooley.
House adjourned at 1. 16 a.m. (Thursday).

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

HEALTH

Asbestos Fibres

155. The Hon. G. W. BERRY, to the Minister
for Transport representing the Minister for
Health:

Is there any health hazard contained in
water collected from asbestos roots?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
No.

EDUCATION

Handicapped Children
156. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the

Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received a report from

the W.A. Council of Special Education
in which the Government is urged to
seek the establishment .of a national
library and reference centre to provide
materials in educating children with
visual handicaps?

(2) Will he recommend to other State and
Federal Education Ministers that such a
centre should be established?

(3) If so, when?

(4) If not, why not?
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1)
(2)

Yes.
to (4) The report is at present under
consideration as it has only recently
been received. However, it is likely that
most, if not all, its recommendations will
be implemented in the near future.

HEALTH

AecrialI Medical Services
157. The Hon. N. E. BAXTER, to the Minister

for Transport representing the Minister for
Health:
(I) What amount has been paid by the

Treasury to St. John Ambulance
Association for Air Ambulance Service
since the commencement or this service?

(2) What amount is paid per mile or per
kilometre to St. John Ambulance
Association by the Treasury for flying
by the Air Ambulance Service?

(3) What is the estimated cost to the State
of the St. John Air Ambulance Service
for the financial year 1978/79?

(4) How much money raised by Apex was
used by St. John Ambulance Association
to purchase an aeroplane for the Air
Ambulance Service, at the time of
purchase?

(5) Have Apex raised and donated the full
cost of the Air Ambulance aeroplane?

(6) Is the Minister aware that when a
meeting of a Working Party formed to
discuss an integrated Air Ambulance
Service between the Flying Doctor
Service and the St. John Ambulance was
held, the St. John Ambulance
representatives refused to discuss an
integrated service, and walked out of the
meeting?

(7) is the Minister satisfied that the St.
John Air Ambulance Service is
conducted on an economic basis?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) Nil.
(2) Nil.
(3) The allocation to the Association will be

determined in the light of its needs and
the overall capacity of the State when
the State Budget is being framed.

(4) $126409.
(5) -Yes.
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(6) The St. John Ambulance Association
took part in discussions with the Royal
Flying Doctor Service and Government
representatives, but these discussions
concluded when the St. John Ambulance
Association withdrew. The Honourable
member will be pleased to hear that
these discussions have now been
resumed.

(7) This cannot be determined until a study
is made after the completion of
operations over a full financial year.

ENERGY

TidalI Power

158. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the
Attorney General representing the Minister
for Fuel and Energy:

With reference to the answers given to
question No. 135 on the 4th May, 1978,
concerning Tidal Power, can the
Minister explain-

(a) how an estimated annual electrical
energy yield of 7.4 thousand
megawatt hours per square
kilometre of impounded water at
Secure Bay, can be reconciled with
annual electrical energy yield of
22.1 thousand megawatt hours per
square kilometre of impounded
water at the [Rance Estuary;-

(b) would the Minister table a copy of
the corresponding checks made by
the author when the paper
"Kimberley Tidal Power Revisited"
was presented in 1974; and

(c) would the Minister give details of
the world wide monitoring done by
the State Energy Commission since
the August 1977 meeting of the
Minerals and Energy Council?

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF replied:

(a) Yes. The quoted installed capacity
of 570 megawatts with an estimated
energy yield of 1.65 million
megawatt hours is the optimum
installation as determined by the
French firm of consulting engineers
SOGREAH. This optimum solution
does not reflect the maximum
output pa~sible, but rather the most
economic output. For more details
on the comparison of the La [Rance
and Secure Bay schemes I would
again refer the member to the State
Energy Commission.

(b) No. As mentioned in my answers to
Question No. 135 the figures
quoted were from the study by the
French firm of consulting engineers
SOGREAH. Copy of this report
can be viewed at the offices of
either the State Energy
Commission Or the Public Works
Department.

(c) The State Energy Commission has
been monitoring developments
worldwide through the technical
press. Since August 1977 the only
significant development in tidal
power has been the proposal put
forward in South Korea. The State
Energy Commission has written to
South Korea seeking details of this
proposal.

TRAFFIC

Licence Plates

159. The Hon, D. K. DANS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for 'Police
and Traffic:

What Surveys Were carried out to
ascertain Western Australian citizens'
views on the use of the "State of
Excitement" slogan on registration
plates before the slogan was introduced?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

A limited public opinion poll was
conducted by members of the
Department of Tourism in December,
1976.
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ROAD

Orrong Road

160. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the Minister
for Transport:
(1) Ia view of the M.R.P.A. and M.R.D.

proposal to establish a six lane highway
along the entire length of Orrong Road,
despite objections from home owners
facing resumptions, will the Minister
advise the date when construction of the
highway along Orrong Road is to
commence?

(2) (a) In view of the anxiety that home
owners will experience, will he give
an undertaking that the M.R.P.A.
and/or the M.R.D. will purchase
the properties at unaffected market
value immediately upon request
from the owners; and

(b) if not, will the Minister explain the
reason?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) Construction of a six lane highway along

Orrong Road is unlikely to be required
Cot at least 15 years.

(2) (a) and (b) Affected owners are
covered by the provisions of the
Metropolitan Region Town
Planning Scheme. This scheme
allows for property to be purchased
by the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority at unaffected
market value or for compensation
to be paid if a private sale is
arranged.

EDUCATION

Espera ace Facilities

161. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON. to the
Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received

representations from Esperance Shire
Council complaining about educational
facilities in the district?

(2) Has he been invited to attend a public
meeting in Esperance to discuss present
and future education needs?

(3) If so, will he attend a Public Meeting in
Esperance?

(4) What plans does the Government have
to upgrade education facilities in
Esperance in the next financial year?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) In view of the proposed school building

programme in Esperance, I do not
believe that a public meeting would
serve any useful purpose at this time

(4) (a) Esperance Senior High School: The
following works have been listed for
attention-
4 classrooms, 2 science laboratories,
I manual arts area, I home
economics area and additional
storage, a staff work area and
toilets

(b) Castletown Primary School: The
following works have been listed for
attention-
4 classrooms, administration
extensions, a pre-primary centre
and additional toilets.

(c) Esperance Special School:
Consideration is being given to
providing alternative
accommodation for this school.

TOWN PLANNING

Residential Codes

162. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the
Attorney General representing the Minister
for Town Planning:

Will the Minister advise the date that
local government authorities cant expect
the new residential codes to be legally
drafted and available to them for
implementation?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:
No date has yet been set for the new
residential codes to be made available to
Local Government authorities. However,
the Residential Codes Advisory
Committee has completed drafting the
codes and is currently examining
possible ways and means of
implementation prior to submitting the*
codes to the Minister.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

Leach Highway-A bernethy Road Intersection

163. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the Minister
for Transport:
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(1) Has the MIT been forced to re-route a
bus service because of the long delays
being experienced by buses
endleavouring to enter Leach Highway
off Abernethy Road?

(2) In view of the traffic congestion and
hazards being experienced at this
important intersection, will the Minister
have the installation of traffic lights
expedited?

(3) Could he advise a date on-which lights
will be installed and operating at this
intersection?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(I)
(2)

Yes.
and (3) It is currently proposed, as part
of the Main Roads Department's
1978/79 Programme, to duplicate Leach
Highway between Welshpool Road and
Hardey Road. This work will include the
reconstruction and channelisation of the
Leach Highway-Abernethy Road
intersection and the installation of
traffic signals. Work on this project
should be completed towards the end of
1978.

ROAD

Beechboro-Gasnells Freeway
164. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the Minister

for Transport:
When is construction likely to be
commenced of the Beechboro-Gosnells
Freeway on that portion between Great
Eastern Highway, Redcliffe, and the
junction of Leach Highway, Kewdale?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
No firm construction date has yet been
determined for this section of the
Regional Road System. Due to the
limited road funds available to the State,
it is unlikely that construction could be
commenced for at least 5 years.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

PRISONS AND POLICE LOCK-UPS

Inmates: Deaths of Aborigines
and Caucasians

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTfT, to the Leader
of the House representing the Minister for
Police:

I did give advice of the question to the
Minister for Police earlier. My question
is: Will the Minister advise-
(1) The number of-

(a) Aborigines;
(b) non-Aborigines,
who have died in police custody
over the past 12 months?

(2) Where and when did the deaths
occur?

(3) The names of the persons and the
cause of death?

(4) The total number of deaths of-
(a) Aborigines;
(b) non-Aborigines
in police custody over the past five
years?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) to (4) 1 regret that the information
requested by the honourable
member is not readily available. It
will take some time to collate and
will be conveyed to her by letter.
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